Russian Grammar Reference Guide

Cases and Functions

Case Function uestion
Nominative Subject of the sentence KTO? yTO?
Genitive The 'of' case: Possession, Koro? yero?*
Quantity & Negation Hen?
Dative IThe 'to/for' case: Indirect KOMy? yemy?
object, Recipient
ccusative Direct object Koro? yto?
Instrumental The 'by/with' case: Means of Kem? yem?
doing something
Prepositional The 'at/about' case: Location o kom?
0 YEm?
roe?

Nominative Case

Gender Nouns Adjectives Posessives

Male const.,n bitnion Mon Teoi Haw Bawwu
Female aora as aa Mosa TesoAa Hawa Bawa
Neuterl oore oe ee Moé Teoé Hawe Bawe
Plural  +bl; bl Mowu Teou Hawu Bawu

Mnana>bl; Ou>ble;

b>u; un > ne

0>a;

e>s;

UmeHNTeNbHbIN nagéx

The nominative case is the default case of a word, as found in
dictio-naries and when no other case is specif-ically used. It is also
used for the subject of a sentence: in "Bob eats lunch", Bob is the
subject of the sentence, so would be in its default nominative form.

Accusative Case

Gender Nouns Adjectives Posessives

M object As nom. As nom. As nom.

M alive Asgen. Asgen. As gen.

Female a>y aa >y Moto Teoto Hawy Bawy

> 10 A5 > 100

Neuter Asnom. As nom. As nom.

Pl obj As nom. Asnom. Asnom.

Plalive Asgen. Asgen. As gen.

BUHU-TE-NbHbIN Nageéx
The accusative case is used for the direct object of a verb. In "Bob eats
lunch,-" "-lun-ch" is the direct object.

NB! Masculine nouns denoting people or animals (i.e., animate nouns)
take their genitive form, while neuter nouns and inanimate masculine
nouns take their nominative form. Plural nouns of any gender take
their nominative plural form if inanimate, or their genitive plural form
if animate.

Prepositional Case

Gender Nouns Adjectives Posessives
Male/ e omem  Moém TBoém
Neuter Hawem Bawem
Female a,a>e on en Moew TBoem
b>MK Haweli Bawem
Plural const., 0, a > ax bIX UX Mowux Tsoux
", e, 8> 8ax Hawwnx Bawmnx

MpeanoKHbil Nagéx
B (in), Ha (on), and o/060 (about; it's 060 in the phrase "-about me" or
"-about my").

Commonly used to denote a sentence's object's location or an activity.
However, these prepos-itions can also call other cases, in which case
their meaning changes. For instance, B + prep means 'in', as in, "l live
in Englan-d". B + acc, however, means 'into' or 'to', as in, "I'm flying to
New York".

Genitive Case

Gender Nouns Adjectives Possessives
Male/ const.,, 0 >a; oOroero Moero Tsoero Hawero
Neuter neb>na Bawero
Female a>bl o el MoeW

b, A> 1" Tsoelt Haweli Baweit
Plural 0B, eB, el bIX UX Mowux Teoux Hawmx

Bawwnx

PoautenbHbIit nagéx

a) Counting - When counting objects ("I have six sheep"),

the thing being enumerated is usually put in the genitive case.

b) Possession - If something is owned by something else,

the owner is in the genitive case.

c) Negation - To say something is there, we generally use

the nominative case. If it isn't there, we use HeT followed by the
genitive.

d) Prepositions - Locations (infon-/ne-ar/-etc); Also used for "I have"

Dative Case
Gender Nouns Adjectives Possessives
Male/ const., 0>y oMy emy Moemy Tsoemy
Neuter #,e,b>10 Hawemy Bawemy
Female a>e ou en Moei1 TBoel
A,b>W Hawen Bawen
Plural const.,0,a> biM UM Moum Tsoum
am Hawwnm Bawmm

"n,e 8>am

[aTtenbHblli nagéx

The dative case is used to denote indirect objects, which are objects
that indicate "to whom", or "to what" an action is done. So in the
sentence, "l am writing a letter to you", "(a) letter-" is the direct object
of the verb, while "(to) you" is the indi-rect object.




Instrumental Case

Gender Nouns AdjectivesPosessives

Male/ OM eM éM  bIM UM Moum Tsoum Hawumm Bawwmm
Neutral

Female owenén ol en Moeit Tsoelt Haweli Bawel

Plural const., 0, a > bimn Umnu Moumu Teommmn Hawmmm
amm Bawunmu
", e 8>ammn

TsopUTeNbHbIM Nagéx

a) The instru-mental case is used to denote the object by which
something is done.

b) with nog (‘under') Hag (‘abov-e'/'on top of') 3a (‘behind') mexay
('betw-een'),

and nepegp, ('befo-re'/'in front of').

Verb Conjugation

Person | conj others Il conju
A (1) y/10 y/10
Toi ('You') elwb ULIb
Ox/oHa/oHo ('Him/Her/It') ler nT

Mol ('We') em UM

Bbi ('You') eTe nte
OHum ('Them') yT/toT at/at
Note:

"to ..." is the infinitive of a verb, and keeps the -Tb,
while "l am ..." requires conjug-ation

Pronouns

| A Me MeHs
You Tol You(informal) Tebn
He, It (m) OH Him, It (m,n) Ero
She, It (f) OHa Her, It (f) Eé

It OHo

We Mbl Us Hac
You (formal/plural)  Bbl  You (formal/plural)  Bac
They OHu Them Nx

Bbl is used as the formal singular "-you-", and the plural "-you-"

(slang: "-you-s" or "you all") when talking to more than one person.




