1. PRONOUNCIATION, READING, PHONETIC
MUTATIONS, IDENTIFYING THE WORD



Exercise 1.1. Listen to the pairs of words. Then read them (the bold vowel is stressed),

paying attention to the sounds [& | and [y]:

1.1.1. a—a

a) masa — masa, casa — casa, fata — fata, fata — fatd, pata — patd, poarta — poarta,
coada — coada, coarda — coarda, hoarda — hoarda, masina — masina, albina — albina

b) par — par, var — var, pai — pai, mai — mai, cai — cai, vai — vai

c) canta — canta, pleca — pleca, juca — juca, sdpa — sdpa, intra — intrd, invita — invita,
visa — visa

1.1.2. u-i/a

a) undeva — indemna, umbreld — imbracaminte, unchi — inca, unge — inger, uns — insa,
untos — intors

b) comun —roméan, nebun — neband, cerut — tarat

c) stup — stalp, plug — plans, trunchi — trantor, cui — caine, pui — paine, zumzet —
zambet



Exercise 1.2. Listen to the words. Then read them (the bold vowel is stressed), making
the vowels longer than short English vowels and shorter than long English vowels:

mama, clama, transa, intra, pleca, juca, pahar, catarama
mere, bere, tren, trend, pace, place

lin, fin, pitic, limitat, cutie, inima

cot, tot, stoc, cocos, cocolos, metrou, bravo

cui, pui, pur, curte, atu, batu, crezu, bucurie
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Exercise 1.3. Listen to the words. Then read them (the bold vowel is stressed), paying
attention to the pronunciation of the sound [r]:

rama, ranit, ranced, rechin, rinichi, rumegus, aratura, erata, iresponsabil, oras, ureche,
bravo, abraziv, cratita, creatie, acru, drag, adresa, fraged, african, grad, agresiv, progres,
apreciere, tragedie, atractie, straniu, astral, magar, echer, potir, catar, popor, aur, iaurt,
rar, radar, reprezentare, reproducere, reverberatie



Exercise 1.4. Listen to the words. Then read them (the bold vowel is stressed), paying
attention to the pronunciation of the sounds [t] and [d]:

1.4.1. [t]
tanc, taram, tanar, ten, tineret, ton, tun, atac, etern, itinerar, otoman, ateu, atom, atu, asta,
este, osteoporoza, artd, act, alt, aztec, tatuaj, titulatura, totalitate, atractivitate

1.4.2. [d]
dar, darui, dand, decan, direct, dolar, durere, Adam, eden, idiom, odor, adevar, adus,

Anda, endemic, ardoare, aldine, adresa, Indreptatit, dedublare, dadaca, dedicatie, dovada,
debandada



Exercise 1.5. Listen to the words. Then read them (the bold vowel is stressed), paying
attention to the letters &, 4, i, §, t:
agatatoare, curdtitorie, levantica, ravna, capatand, cartitd, marginas, scarba, sezatoare,
castig, neintarziat, scoldritd, banatean, dragut, nelmpacat, tidbacarie, bastinas, gasca,
nesfarsit, tintar, barbatie, gasca, ostire, batranete, imbratisare, prastie, tatana, brandusa,
imbunatatire, prajiturd, vasla, captuseald, Incetosata, zgaltaiala



Exercise 1.6. Listen to the words. Then read them (the bold vowel is stressed), paying
attention to the final i or ii:

nap — napi — napii, pom — pomi — pomii, lup — lupi — lupii, elev — elevi — elevii, sot — soti
— sotii, roman — romani — romanii, francez — francezi — francezii, bolnav — bolnavi —

bolnavii, motan — motani — motanii, cartof — cartofi — cartofii, plop — plopi — plopii

bun — buni, liber — liberi, slab — slabi, grozav — grozavi, agresiv — agresivi, medical —
medicali, calm — calmi

eu intreb — tu intrebi, eu adun — tu aduni, eu spal — tu speli, eu cer — tu ceri, eu lucrez — tu
lucrezi, eu vanez — tu vanezi, eu comentez — tu comentezi, eu matur — tu maturi

socru — socri — socrii, codru — codri — codrii, astru — astri — astrii, maistru — maistri —
maistrii, maestru — maestri — maestrii

albastru — albastri, pedestru — pedestri, nostru — nostri, vostru — vostri, acru — acri



Exercise 1.7. Listen to the words. Then read them (the bold vowel is stressed), paying
attention to the initial e (the word marked with * takes the initial [j]):

*ea, echilibru, economic, ecran, *eram, *erau, elastic, *ei, elitd, *erai, *este, emotie, *eu,
epidemie, exact, exagerat, eventual, *ele



Exercise 1.8. Listen to the words. Then read them (the bold vowel is stressed), paying
attention to the groups ce, ci, ge, gi, che, chi, ghe, ghi:

cerb, cinema, chelie, chin, chingi, general, girafa, ghepard, ghicitoare, ghilimele, ghetus,
gimnastica, (a) giugiuli, geand, achitat, cheie, cianurd, ceas, acela, aciditate, ureche,
echitabil, agentie, agitatie, stinghie, ghirlanda, praghez, stinghii, magi, magie, magician,
tragere, rachiu, pachebot, copaci, copacii, pace, acceptare, excedent, accident, scheld,
chior, cecitate, gingie, burghez, geologie, gemologie, gerontologie, tichie
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Exercise 1.9. Listen to the words and sentences (the bold vowels are stressed), paying
attention to the groups of vowels. Then read the words and sentences:

urcau, zau, brau, ateu, ou, decolteu, argintiu, zurliu, ghetou, cai, mai, trdinicie, paine,
atei, ai, oi, pui, venea, iapd, ienupar, lolanda, pian, iubire, toamna, cafeaua, oua,
plangeai, piei, chinezoaica, coborau, autor, bautura, hau, parau, zeu, european, evantai,
spaimad, oile, apoi, chiar, miere, chiuvetd, baclavaua, grecoaica, pianist, drumeag, poarta

Ei iau oud, miei, piei si oi de la piata foarte mare aflata aproape de rau.
Oare ploaia aceasta groaznica va cadea pana seara si mai apoi toata noaptea?
Ei beau o oala de zeama de varza.
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Exercise 1.10. Listen to the text and read it. Then try to rewrite it, eliminating the
liaisons where possible:

1. M-am mirat ca persoana care m-a sunat a-ntrebat care-i numarul meu de-acasa.
I was amazed that the person who called me asked what my home phone number was.

2. Cel care-a sunat m-a-nfuriat.
The one who called me drove me mad.
3. Nici nu si-a spus numele!
He didn't even say his name!
4. Dar am tinut minte vocea si n-o sia mai vorbesc cu vocea respectivi daca-

ndrazneste sa-mi mai dea telefon!
But I remember the voice and I will never speak with that voice if he dares to call me again!

ma personal or reflexive pronoun, 1" person, singular, accusative Mme

(a) Intreba vers to ask

-1 short form of the verb Q fi to be, present, indicative, 3" person, singular = €, este is
(a) infuria vers to drive mad

i§l reflexive pronoun, 3" person, singular, masculine, dative (t0) himself

NU negative adverb NO

(a) indrazni ver to dare

mi personal or reflexive pronoun, I* person singular, dative (tO) me
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Exercise 1.11. Pair different forms of the same word (all words are paired; some have
more than one pair):

student (a) iubi
masinii lucrand
universitati frumosi
pantofilor albastra
iubeste credeti
mica lucrasera
mare masina
albastru studentii
crezuseram universitatii
lucrez albastri
caini mici
lucrau cainelui
frumoasa pantofi
studentului
mic
credeau
magini
universitate
iubind
mari
pantof
iubeau

credem
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Exercise 1.12. Pair different forms of the same word (all words are paired). Identify the
vowel mutations in the word forms you found:

scoala

(tu te) scoli
fiarta
cuvant

(eu) rog
tendon
englezesc
hidoasa
vostru

(eu) chem

voastra
tendoane
(noi) rugam
(ea) cheama
hidos

(el se) scoala
cuvinte

scoli
englezeasca
fiert
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Exercise 1.13. Pair different forms of the same word (all words are paired). Identify the
consonant mutations in the word forms you found:

artist
frantuzoaica
pungi

(noi) ajungem
urs

albastri
romaneste
frate

atenti

(eu) cant
(tu) lasi
(eu) mananc
copac

brazi
vazand
obraz

cal

moale

(tu) pui
masca

(tu) cunosti
(eu) asist

romanesc
(tu) canti
cai

masti

(eu) cunosc
brad

(eu) pun
frantuzoaice
(tu) asisti
obraji

moi

atent
punga

frati

ursi

artisti

(eu) ajung
copaci

(tu) mananci
(eu) las

(a) vedea
albastru



