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Abbreviations

adj. adjective
adv. adverb
Chr. Christian
e.g. for example
esp. especially
fig. figuratively
foll. following
gram. grammar
Isl. Islamic
jur. juristic
lit. literally
o.s. oneself 
prep. preposition
s.b. somebody
s.o. someone
s.th. something
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Introduction

This is your one-stop shop for developing your vocabulary, academic 
writing, translation and comprehension through the acquisition of Arabic 
idioms and stylistic expressions. 

This dictionary provides readers with a comprehensive glossary of  
Arabic idioms and expressions, translated into English. The wide range 
of idioms and expressions are very practical for learners, translators 
and academics who wish to expand their knowledge of Arabic idioms 
and expressions, and develop their Arabic translation and academic 
writing skills. This easy-to-access dictionary covers up-to-date idiomatic 
expressions reflecting different registers. 

The main objectives of this dictionary can be summarised as follows:

1.	 Introduce learners to key idioms and expressions reflecting different 
registers.

2.	 Equip learners, translators and academics with a collection of multi-
faceted key idiomatic and stylistic expressions to aid them in their 
translation, writing and comprehension.

3.	 Enhance awareness of key Arabic idioms and expressions and their 
translations.

4.	 Facilitate the task of accessing and using idioms and expressions 
alphabetically. 

5.	 Develop their Arabic writing style.

Structure and Organisation
In term of the structure and organisation, this dictionary follows 
conventional dictionary formats and as such there are no breakdown 
of idioms into sections or themes, but all are listed alphabetically. The 
entries are organised alphabetically on the Alif–Yāʾ (A–Z) scale. There 
is no criteria for selecting idiomatic expressions as the dictionary aims 
to accommodate all genres and types of idioms. In doing so, major 
modern and classic references and dictionaries such as Lisān al-ʿArab, 
Hans Wehr, Oxford Arabic Dictionary, al-Mawrid and other pertinent 
references have been consulted to ensure a wide range of idioms have 
been included.

This dictionary is considered a key reference and it is hoped that it will 
supplement existing textbooks and will be most useful for intermediate 
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vi  Introduction

and advanced learners of Arabic, native Arabic speakers, translators and 
interpreters. 

Our major drive for developing this idiomatic dictionary is the learners’ 
pressed need for a comprehensive glossary or a dictionary of Arabic idioms 
and expressions, which will help them in their translation and writing. Our 
students would often ask us to provide them with translations of idioms 
to help them with translating and comprehending texts. It was evident 
on numerous occasions in Arabic classes that current dictionaries are 
not of much help to students when translating idioms and expressions 
into English. Some of the dictionaries do not cover all Arabic idioms  
and often only offer a selection. This dictionary incorporates major modern 
and classical Arabic idioms and expressions. This will equip learners  
with a compilation of idioms required for understanding, translating and 
interpreting Arabic texts, both modern and classical. 

The dictionary also makes idiomatic expressions visible to learners 
and translators, helping them to recognise and identify key idioms and 
expressions, which are often invisible in existing dictionaries. 

With the growing interest in learning Arabic, and with the high demand 
for translating different texts and registers, this compilation will be very 
useful for learners of Arabic at the intermediate and advanced levels, 
translators and interpreters. The dictionary will also be of great benefit 
to native speakers of Arabic with a special interest in translation and 
interpreting from Arabic into English. Learners and translators will have 
at their disposal a comprehensive and easy-to-use dictionary/glossary 
of idiomatic expressions, organised alphabetically and covering up-to-
date idioms. In addition to facilitating the process of mastering formal 
Arabic, this dictionary aims at developing language skills for learners, 
translators, interpreters and academics. It is therefore useful for different 
Arabic language and translation programmes at the undergraduate and 
postgraduate levels here in the UK and beyond.

This dictionary covers over 8,000 idioms and expressions, both 
modern and classical, making it one of the most comprehensive in the 
field of Arabic studies. We therefore believe that it will fill an existing gap 
in the field. It will certainly contribute to the discipline and supplement 
available dictionaries and glossaries. What sets this dictionary apart 
from others is its attempt to provide a comprehensive list of idioms 
and their translations, covering new idioms in different registers and 
contexts, including timely themes such as COVID-19. It is hoped that 
this dictionary will become the foremost reference for Arabic idioms  
and expressions. 
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Introduction  vii

Accessing the Dictionary
Concerning the structure and organisation, this dictionary does 
not attempt to categorise the entries into sections or themes, but is 
organised in alphabetical order, from Alif to Yāʾ. Organising the entries 
alphabetically will facilitate the task of searching particular idioms and 
expressions by looking for the headword of the idiom. To facilitate the 
task of searching, some entries, especially those that may have more 
than one vocalisation, are vocalised to ensure that the right meaning 
and translation are provided.
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أ

  Handed down from father toأباً عن جد
son, as s.th. inherited from 
forefathers

Vanities, falsehoodsأباطيل

  ,Before she could say a word ابتدرها قائلاً . . .
he exclaimed . . .

.To degrade o.s., demean o.sابتذل نفسَه

 To rob, fleece s.o., to lift moneyابتزّ أموالَ النَّاس
out of people’s pocket, relieve 
people of their money

Forced smileابتسامة قهرية

.To try to ingratiate s.oابتغى الوسيلةَ (إلى بـِ)

To strive for God’s graceابتغى من فضل الله

Forever and everأبد الأبدين

To express one’s opinion aboutأبدى رأيه في

To express a wish or desireأبدى رغبةً

 To display a hostile, threateningأبدى عن نواجذه لـِ
attitude 

تهَ To clear o.s. from guilt, exonerateأبرأ ذمَّ

  The most outstanding orأبرزُ المظاهر
conspicuous phenomenon

 .Tardier than Noah’s raven, i.eأبطأ من غراب نوح
slower than a ten-year itch

To escape, run away (abscond)أبق العبد من سيده

Maintenance of the status quoإبقاء الحالة على ما كانت عليه

To recover from an illnessأبلَّ من مرض

To report s.th. to the policeأبلغ الشرطةَ بـِ

 He did his utmost, but withoutأبلغ نفسَه عُذرَها
success
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2  Arabic Idioms and Expressions

Human being, lit. son of Adamابن آدم

 A man of the world, a sophisticatedابن الأيام
man, product of his time

Nativeابن البلد

 ,Vagabond, tramp, wayfarerابن السبيل
traveller

 He knows the job from the groundابنُ بجُْدَتهِاَ
up, inside out, he is the right 
man for it

  ,A famous, well-known manابن جلا
a celebrity

 Our countryman, our fellowابن جِلْدَتنِا
tribesman

Illegitimate sonابن حرام

Legitimate son, decent fellowابن حلال

His own son, his offspringابن صُلبهِ

 Short lived, ephemeralابن يومه

  Moustached, sporting aأبو شوارب
moustache

  Responsible for, answerable أبو عُذر . . .
for . . .

Hunchbackأبو قنُبوُر

The parents, father and motherالأبوان

He insisted on doing itأبى إلا أن يفعله

. . . God willed that أبى الله إلا أن . . .

 ,To enjoy an excellent reputationابيض وجهه
stand in good repute

To walk slowly, unhurriedlyاتأد في مشيته

In observance of, according toاتبّاعاً لـِ

To pursue a policyاتبّع سياسة
ً To follow a school of Islamic lawاتبّع مذهباً فقهياّ

To keep to the rightاتبّع يمينهَ

Unanimity, uniting of viewsاتحاد الآراء
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 أ 3

Concord, agreement, harmonyاتحاد الكلمة

To take the necessary measuresاتخّذ التدابير اللازمة

To mistake cause and effectاتخّذ المعلول علة

 To act in a suitable or appropriateاتخّذ المُناَسِبَ
manner

To take up new positions (troops)اتخّذ المواقع الجديدة

To take a decisive stepاتخّذ خطوةً حاسمة

To take a form or shapeاتخّذ شكلاً

To pass or adopt a resolutionاتخّذ قراراً

ً  To take s.o. as an example, modelاتخّذ منه نبِراسا
s.o. after s.o.

To regard s.th. as an expedient for اتخّذ منه وسيلةً لـِ

ً  To take an attitude, assume aاتخّذ موقفا
position

Vagueness of expressionاتسّاع في الكلام

The rent is beyond repairاتسّع الخرق على الراقع

 To get in touch with s.o. byاتصل به تلفونيا
telephone

To catch fireاتصلت به النار

ه   ,To trouble, worry, botherأتعب سرَّ
harass s.o.

To burn with zeal (energy) forاتقد غيرةً )حماساً( على

 So as to complete the number, inاتماماً للنصاب
order to round off the amount

ً  To do s.th. unheard of, do anأتى )جاء( شيئاً فريا
unprecedented thing

To bear fruitآتى أكُُلهَُ

To bring, produce, advanceأتى ب

To come out with s.th. newأتى بجديد

  To destroy everything, wreakأتى على الأخضر واليابس
havoc

To steal, to sneak up toأتى متلصصاً إلى
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4  Arabic Idioms and Expressions

 He met with success, he wasأتيحَ له التوفيق
successful

  ,He was given the opportunityأتيحت له الفرصة
he had the chance

.To infuriate s.o., excite s.oأثار ثائرَتهَُ
To stir up dustأثار غباراً

To bring up a question, a problemأثار مسألةً

  ,To determine s.o.’s identityأثبت الشخصَ
identify s.o.

  To fix the precise wording ofأثبت الكلامَ
a text

To prove one’s identityأثبت شخصيتهَ

 To put s.th. down in writing, getأثبته في الورق
s.th. on paper

To massacre the enemyأثخن في العدو

To weaken s.o. by inflicting woundsأثخنه بالجراح
ً  To wallop s.o., give s.o. a soundأثخنه ضربا

thrashing

.To burden s.o. or s.thأثقل كَاهلهَ

To bereave a mother of her sonأثكل الأمَُّ ولدَها

.To delight, please, gratify s.oأثلج صدرَه

It snowed, was snowingأثلجت السماء

Prices that are beyond competitionأثمان لا تقبل المزاحمة

During, meanwhile, in the course ofأثناء ذلك

 To speak in the most laudatoryأثنى عليه عاطرَ الثناء
terms of s.o., to extol s.o. to the 
skies

Favoured, preferredأثير عند

 To comply with s.o.’s request, toأجاب إلى طلبه
respond to s.o.’s demands

In answer to your requestإجابةً لطلبكم

To play (an instrument)أجاد العزفَ على

To master a languageأجادَ لغةً
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 أ 5

  ,To weigh s.th. thoroughlyأجال الرأيَ في
ponder s.th.

 ,To let one’s eyes wander aboutأجال النظرَ
look around

To overcome obstaclesاجتاز العقبات

  His fame spread throughoutاجتازت شهرتهُُ الآفاقَ
the world

To mull over one’s griefاجترّ آلامه

To do evil thingsاجترح السيئات

 ,They chewed the old cud overاجتروا أحاديثهَم
kept saying the same things

 They united, joined forces, came to اجتمعت كلمتهُم على . . .
an agreement, they were agreed 
that . . .

To light, kindle, start (a fire)أجّج النار
ً To be usefulأجدى نفعا

Adequate payment or wagesأجر المثل

A mere pittanceأجر زهيد

 Enforcement, implementation ofإجراء العمل بـِ
s.th.

Deterrence measuresإجراءات رادعة

 ,To treat s.th. in the same manner asأجراه مجرى
put s.th. on equal footing with

  ,Transport charges, cartageأجرة النقل
carriage, freight

  To alarm s.o., fill s.o. withأجرضه بريقه
apprehension

  He brought them to theأجرى ألسنتهَمُ بـِ
expression of . . ., caused them 
to voice or utter s.th.

To carry out an experimentأجرى تجربةً
ً To conduct an investigationأجرى تحقيقا
ً To conduct an interviewأجرى حديثا
 To dispense a sacramentأجرى سراً
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6  Arabic Idioms and Expressions

To grant s.o. a subsidyأجرى له إعانةً

 -To give generously, openأجزل له العطاءَ
handedly

Consensusإجماع في الرأي

  There is general convocation الإجماع منعقد على أن . . .
that . . .

. . . To sum up I would say إجمالا لذلك أقول . . .

They made a joint decisionأجمعوا أمرَهم

To put one’s mind toأجهد فكرَهُ في

.To exert o.sأجهدَ نفسَه

To burst into tearsأجهش بالبكاء

She induced an abortionأجهضت نفسَها

Tuition feesأجور الدراسة

Faresأجور السفر

A few thousandآحاد الألوف

One-dimensionalأحادي البعد

Premonition, bright expectationأحاديث النفس

  ,To be wrapped in obscurityأحاط به الالتباس
be completely ambiguous

ً To know s.th. thoroughlyأحاط به علما

Familiarity with, acquaintance withإحاطة بـِ

He let him know aboutأحاطه علما بـِ

. . . To like about s.o. that he  أحب له أن . . .
ً To be more than found ofأحبهّ حُباًّ جَمّا

ً To burn with wrath at, overاحتدم غيظا

Protection from or againstاحتراساً من

!Cautionاحترَِسْ!

To be self-respectingاحترم نفسَه

 To sacrifice s.th. in anticipation ofاحتسب عند الله الشيء
God’s reward in the hereafter

To give a son, be bereaved of a sonاحتسب ولداً

To dieاحُتضُِرَ
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 أ 7

.To remain loyal to s.oاحتفظ بالوفاء لـِ

To maintain, uphold one’s rightsاحتفظ بحقوقه

  To keep, appropriate, reserveاحتفظ لنفسه
for o.s.

 His face turned red, his face wasاحتقن وجههُ
flushed

 ,It impressed him, affected himاحتكّ في صدره
touched s.th. inside him

To take over s.o.’s functionsاحتلّ أعمالهَ

To occupy the foremost placeاحتلّ المكانَ الأول

ً   ,To have or hold a strongاحتلّ مكاناً مكينا
powerful position

Probabilities, possibilitiesاحتمالات

To look sharply at, stare atأحدّ النظرَ إلى

To scrutiniseأحدّ بصرَه في

To glance sharplyأحدّ من بصرِه

Simultaneous event أحداث متزامنة

ً  To bring about s.th. evil, do mischiefأحدث حدثا
(Isl. Law, to commit a ritual 
impurity)

To fix one’s glance onأحدق النظر

 To put s.o. under pressure, threatenأحرج موقفهَ
s.o.’s position

 To come through with flyingأحرز قصَبَ السبق (والغَلب)
colours, carry the day, score a 
great success

To win a victoryأحرز نصراً (انتصاراً)

 ,.To spend the night doing s.th أحرق فحمةَ ليله في . . .
burn the midnight oil over . . .

To feel guiltyأحسّ بالذنب

Sense of inferiorityإحساس الانحطاط

 The best outcome, the happyالأحسن
ending
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8  Arabic Idioms and Expressions

To make a good choiceأحسن الاختيارَ

To aim accuratelyأحسن التسديد

To have a good opinion ofأحسن الظن بـِ

 To make a good practicalأحسن تطبيقهَ
application of s.th.

Better off than they areأحسن حالا منهم

  To grasp or understandأحسن فهمَه
s.th. well

To give good adviceأحسن مشورتهَ

To treat s.o. wellأحسن معاملتهَ

!Well done! Bravoأحسنت!

To bring s.th. alongأحضره معه

To help truth come into its ownأحقّ الحقَّ

?Is that really so? Reallyأحقاًّ ذلك؟

God’s commandsأحكام الله

To erect solid barriersأحكم السدودَ

To do s.th. carefully, thoroughlyأحكمَ أمرَه

 ,To plan one’s actions preciselyأحكمَ تدابيرَه
organise well

To tie up s.th. tightlyأحكم ربطَه

To lock the door firmlyأحكم قفَْلَ البابِ

To master a languageأحكم لغةً

.To pay attention to s.thأحل الشيءَ محلَّ العناية

 To cause s.o. or s.th. to take theأحلهّ محلَّه
place of s.o. or s.th. else

Blood-red, deep-redأحمر قان

.In greater need of s.thأحوجٌ إلى

 To commemorate (a deceasedأحيا الذكرى
person)

To burn the midnight oilأحيا الليلَ

To spend the night in prayerأحيا الليل صلاةً
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 أ 9

To give a performanceأحيا حفلةً

Cultivation of virgin landإحياء الموات

 In commemoration of, inإحياء لذكرى
memoriam

ً Occasionally, sometimesأحيانا

 To be pensioned off, be retired, beأحِيلَ إلى )على( المعاش
superannuated

False reportsأخبار زائفة

To be humble before Godأخبت إلى الله

The Lord has taken . . . unto Himselfاختار الله إلى جِواره

To shrill in s.o.’s earsاخترق مسامعَه

To break the ranksاخترم الصفوفَ

To dazzle the eyesاختطف البصرَ

 To talk rapidly, half swallowingاختطف الكلامَ
one’s words

To disappear from sightاختفى عن الأنظار

To lose one’s balanceاختلّ توازنهُ

To be mentally derangedاختلّ عقلهُ

The conditions are not fulfilledاختلتّ الشروط
ً To be filled with sorrowاختلج غمّا

.To sneak up on s.oاختلس الخُطَى إلى

.To glance furtively at s.o اختلس النظر إلى (في)

 Everything became confused, gotاختلط الحابل بالنابل
into a state of utter confusion

 To be different, differ according toاختلف باختلاف . . .
the kind of . . .

Of one’s own accordاختياراً

 ,To make one’s preparations forأخذ )أعد( عدته لـِ
prepare o.s. for

To go by boat, took a shipأخذ الباخرة

To take revengeأخذ الثأر

Voting, voteأخذُ الرأي
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The matter was put to a voteأخُِذَ الرأيُ عليه

To take s.th. seriouslyأخذ الشيء مأخذ الجد

ة لـِ .To prepare to do s.thأخذ العُدَّ

.To study under s.oأخذ العلم عنه

 ,.To make preparations, prepare o.sأخذ أهُْبتَهَُ
get ready

 To take down s.o.’s personalأخذ أوصافهَ
description

To adopt modern civilisationأخذ بأسباب الحضارة الحديثة

To catch everyone’s eyeأخذ بالأبصار

.To take revenge, avenge o.sأخذ بالثأر (أخذ ثأرَه)

To repay like for likeأخذ بالمقابلة

To catch the eyeأخذ بالنظر

 To apply o.s. to, attend to, engageأخذ بأهداب الشيء
in, cultivate, practise s.th.

To collar s.o., seize s.o. by the collarأخذ بتلابيبه

To hold to the letter of the lawأخذ بحرفية القانون

.To try to please s.o., to reassure s.oأخذ بخاطره

.To agree with s.oأخذ برأيه

 ,To consider seriously, bear in mindأخذ بعين الاعتبار
take into consideration

To win or captivate the heartsأخذ بمجامع القلوب

  To help s.o., stand by s.o., lookأخذ بناصره
after s.o.

 ,To seize, take by the forelockأخذ بناصيته
tackle properly

To take revengeأخذ ثأرَه

ً To wrest away, take away by forceأخذ جذبا

  To be on one’s guard, takeأخذ حِذرَه
precautions

 To receive one’s due, get what oneأخذ حقه
deserves
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  To be on one’s guard, takeأخذ حيطته
precautions

.To ask for s.o.’s opinion, consult s.oأخذ رأيه

To take a pictureأخذ صورةً

.To make preparations for s.thأخذ عدة الشيء

ةٍ  To be taken by surprise, be caughtأخُِذَ على حينِ غِرَّ
unaware

To feel offended by, take offence atأخذ على خاطره من

To take s.o.’s breath awayأخذ عليه أنفاسَه

 .To obstruct s.o.’s way, hinder s.oأخذ عليه طريقهَ
from moving on

To put s.o. under an obligationأخذ عليه عهداً

 ,.To exact a promise from s.oأخذ عهداً عليه
pledge s.o.

To take s.o.’s measure (tailor)أخذ قياسَه

 ,.To adopt the same course as s.oأخذ مأخذ فلان
follow s.o.’s example

To take its courseأخذ مجراه

To take one’s seat, to sit downأخذ مجلسَه

 ,To completely overcomeأخذ منه كلَّ مأخذ
overpower, seize s.o. (also, e.g.  
of fatigue, emotion, sensation)

 .To seize s.o., take possession of s.oأخذ منه مأخذاً
(a sensation or the like)

To draw breathأخَذَ نفَسََه

  ,To do business, deal withأخذ وأعطى مع
maintain relations with

To consummate marriageأخذ وجه العَروسة

ً To win respect, gain prestigeأخذ وجها

Discussion, debateأخذٌ وردٌّ

Give and take, trade, dealingsأخذ وعَطاءٌ
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ً I caught sight of a bookأخَذَتْ عَيْنيِ كتابا

She took me in her armsأخذتني بين أحضانها

We got caught in the rainأخذَناَ المطرُ

  He was overcome withأخذه العَجَب
astonishment

Sleep overwhelmed himأخذه النوم

.To be friendly, be nice to s.oأخذه بالحسنى

 He took all of it, lock, stock andأخذه بحذافيره
barrel

To punish s.o. for his offenceأخذه بذنبه

 To grab s.o. by the throat, to have أخذه بمَخْنقَهِ (بخِناقهِ)
power over s.o.

.To help s.o., stand by s.oأخذه بيده

 To shoulder s.th., take s.th. uponأخذه على عاتقه
o.s., assume s.th.

The otherالآخَر

 Eventually, finally, in the end, afterآخرَ الأمر
all

ً To break windأخرج ريحا

 He said what he had intended toأخرج ما عنده من بضِاعة
say

!Get out of hereاخرج من هنا

Grief drove him out of his mindأخرجه الحزن عن طوقه

 To upset, discompose, disconcertأخرجه عن طوره
s.o.

 ,To rob s.o. of his propertyأخرجه من ثروته
dispossess

.To change, disfigure s.o. or s.thأخرجه من صبغته

!Beat it! Scramاخْسَأْ إليك

ة  The most select elite, the crème deأخصّ الخاصَّ
la crème

8453_Lahlali & Islam.indd   12 01/12/23   3:31 pm



 أ 13

To mispronounceأخطأ اللفظَ

  ,He confused the two thingsأخطأ بين الشيئين
he mistook one thing for  
the other

 ,His expectations do not come trueأخطأ فأله
are not fulfilled

He drew the wrong conclusionsأخطأ في استنتاجاته

He failed, was unsuccessfulأخطأه التوفيق

He lacked itأخطأه الشيءُ

The lesser of two evilsأخفّ الضررين

ً To fail miserablyأخفق إخفاقا ذريعا

To lower one’s voiceأخفى الصوتَ

Common people, rabbleأخلاط من الناس

To restأخلد إلى الراحة

 To worship God faithfully andأخلص لله دينهَ
sincerely

To love s.o. dearlyأخلص له الحُبَّ

  .To be loyally attached to s.oأخلص له النية
or s.th.

To disappoint one’s hopesأخلف الرجاءَ

 To fail to keep one’s promise, to goأخلف وعدَه
back on one’s word, to break his 
word

To open the way forأخلى السبيلَ لـِ

 To let s.o. say whatever he likes, letأخلى بينه وبين ما يقول
s.o. talk freely

.To release s.oأخلى سبيلهَ

To be all ears for, listen intently toأخلى سمعَه لـِ

.To exonerate s.oأخلى طرفهَ

ً To make roomأخلى مكانا

Benevolent personأخو الخير

Trustworthyأخو ثقة
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 His brother on the paternal andأخوه لأبيه وأمه
maternal side, his brother-
german, his full brother

The best people, the best of all peopleأخيار الناس

Last but not leastأخيراً وليس آخراً

. . . To let one’s eyes roam over أدار نظره في . . .

A strong condemnationإدانة شديدة اللهّجة

The day is overأدبر النهار

.To turn one’s back on s.bأدبر عن شخص

Inserting amendmentsإدخال تعديلات

To save moneyادّخر مالاً

To amendأدخل تعديلات

To bring about a change inادخل تغييراً على

To admit s.o. to hospitalأدخل شخصا إلى المستشفى

Be in vainأدراج الرياّح

.To blacklist s.bأدرج شخصا في القائمة السوداء

To include an item in the agendaأدرج نقطة في جدول الأعمال

He got the pointأدرك الموضوعَ

.To be fully aware of s.thأدرك شيئاً تمام الادراك

To fall into disuse, pass out of useأدركه العفاءُ

A false allegationادّعاء باطل

False allegationsادّعاءات كاذبة

To make a statementأدلى بتصريح

To put forward an argumentأدلى بحجّة

To make one’s contributionأدلى بدلوه في

To greet, saluteأدّى السلام

To testify, give evidenceأدّى الشهادة

ً To take an examinationأدّى امتحانا

To render a serviceأدّى خدمةً

To fulfil a missionأدّى رسالةً
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 To perform the prescribed prayerأدّى فريضة الصلاة حاضرةً
promptly and on time

To accomplish a taskأدّى مأمورية

To do one’s dutyأدّى واجبهَ

To fulfil a function, to fill a postأدّى وظيفةً
ً To take an oathأدّى يمينا

The surface of the earthأديم الأرض

Lithosphere, earth’s crustأديم الغبراء

 ,If what the newspapers say is true إذا صح ما قالته الجرائد من أن . . .
namely that . . .

. . . If it is inevitable that إذا لم يكن بدٌّ من أن . . .

To broadcast newsأذاع الأخبار
ً To broadcast a programmeأذاع برنامجا

TV broadcastإذاعة تلفزيونيةّ

To cause him troubleأذاقه الأمرين

To accept a verdict أذعن لحكم

To respect a decisionأذعن لقرار

To give into his demandsأذعن لمطالبه

 To fan the flames of revolutionأذكى نار الثورة

It was close to midnightآذن الليل بانتصاف

 To show signs of the imminent آذن بالسقوط (بالزوال)
downfall (end)

To call to prayerأذّن بالصلاة

The sun was about to setآذنت الشمس بالمغيب

The Netherlandsالأراضي الواطئة

 To sacrifice one’s honour, abaseأراق ماء وجهه
o.s., disgrace s.o.

Artisans, craftsmenأرباب الكارات

Vast profitsأرباح طائلة

Personal connectionارتباط شخصي

A strong commitmentارتباط وثيق

To withdraw, retreat ارتدّ على عقبيه
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To abandon his religionارتدّ عن دينه

To withdrew, turn backارتدوا على أعقابهم

To get dressedارتدى ملابس

 To be terrified, violent fear orارتعدت فرائصه (فريصته)
excitement seized him

To shake with feverارتعش من الحمى

To tremble with fearارتعش من الخوف

A rise in sea levelارتفاع مستوى سطح البحر

To ascend the throneارتقى على العرش
To mount the pulpitارتقى منبراً
ً To make a mistakeارتكب خطأ
ً To commit an offenceارتكب ذنبا

To commit a massacreارتكب مذبحة

To lean on one’s caneارتكز على عصاه

To throw o.s. at s.b.’s feetارتمى على شخص

It is most likely, probablyالأرجح أن

Sending lettersإرسال الرسائل

Sending through the mailإرسال بالبريد

To send out signalsأرسل إشارات

To dispatch a letterأرسل رسالة

To utter criesأرسل صيحات

To send letter after letterأرسل كتاباً تلِو كتاب

Frozen assetsأرصدة مجمّدة

Solid or firm groundأرض شديدة

Wastelandأرض قفر

ه He showered me with kindnessأرضعني أفاويق برِِّ
ً To attach a fileأرفق ملفا
ً Abler, more capable, more qualifiedأرقى كعبا

Stressإرهاق عصبيّ

To strain one’s nervesأرهق أعصابه
ً .To exhaust s.bأرهق شخصا
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.To be worn out by s.thأرُهق من شيء

He looked past me, he snubbed meأزاغ عني بصره

ً .To get rid of s.thأزال شيئا

To remove obstaclesأزال عراقيل

Dispelling doubtsإزالة الشكوك

To abstain from viceازدجر عن المنكر

Heavy trafficازدحام خانق

Economic boomازدهار اقتصادي

Split personalityازدواج الشخصية

Diglossiaازدواج لغويّ

Gradual increaseازدياد تدريجيّ

Steady increaseازدياد مطرّد

To disturb his friendأزعج صديقه

He decided to travelأزمع على السفر

Old times, ancient timesالأزمنة الغابرة

.To abuse, misuse, misemploy s.thأساء استعماله

To misjudgeأساء الظن بـِ

Features, facial expressionأسارير الوجه

ً Primarilyأساسا

To pour forth floods of inkأسال أوديةً من الحبر

 To fulfil s.o.’s wish, comply withأسأله سؤلهَ
s.o.’s request

Luxuryأسباب الراحة

 To perform the ritual ablutionأسبغ الوضوء
properly

Weekly أسبوعي (أسبوعياً)

Full professorاستاذ كرسي

 .To eradicate s.th., eliminate s.thاستأصل شأفتهَ
radically

To hurt s.o.’s honourاستباح حرمتهَ

.To proscribe, outlaw s.oاستباح دمَه
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. . . It became clear to him that استبان له أن . . .
To regard s.th. as auspiciousاستبشر به خيراً

 To be eliminated, drop out (in aاسُْتبُْعِدَ
competition)

Everything went well with himاستتب له الأمر

 He went on saying, he continued استتلى يقول . . .
with the words . . .

To make s.o. angryاستثار غضبهَُ

.To find s.o. unbearable, dislike s.oاستثقل ظِلَّه

In deference to, in answer toاستجابةً لـِ

To recuperateاستجمّ عافيتهَ

To gather one’s thoughtsاستجمع أفكارَه

To gather one’s strengthاستجمع قوَُاه

To be good, commendableاسُتحُْسِنَ

To know English wellاستحسن الإنجليزية

 To be ashamed of s.th., to feelاستحيى من
embarrassed by

To ask God for proper guidance inاستخار اللهَ في

He got carried away by enthusiasmاستخفت به الحماسةُ

He was beside himself with joyاستخفهّ الطَّرَبُ
ً To learn a lessonاستخلص دروسا

To derive benefit from, profit fromاستخلص فائدةً من
.To exact a promise from s.oاستخلص منه وعداً

To secure generous contributionsاستدر الأكُفَّ

.To get s.b. to admit doing s.thاستدرج شخصاً للاعتراف بشيء

To lure him into the trapاستدرجه إلى الفخّ
To call a witnessاستدعى شاهداً

To summon s.b. to appear in courtاستدعى شخصاً للمثول أمام المحكمة
ً To summon the suspectاستدعى متهّما

A short breakاستراحة قصيرة

To regain consciousnessاسترجع وعيهَ (عاد إلى وعيه)
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.To reclaim s.th. from s.bاستردّ شيئاً من شخص

 To regain his strengthاستردّ قوته

To speak at great lengthاسترسل في الكلام

To gasp, pantاسترق الأنفاس

 ,To eavesdrop, to monitor (radioاسترق السمع
telephone, etc.)

 To glance furtively at s.o., give s.o. aاسترق النظر إليه
surreptitious look

ً   To be or become fuming withاستشاط غضبا
rage, flare up, fly off the handle

To be martyred, die as a martyrاسُْتشُْهِدَ

 To attest the meaning of a word byاستشهد على معنى كلمة ببيت
a verse

ً  To bring about, obtain s.th., esp. aاستصدر حكما
legal judgement

ً To issue an ordinanceاستصدر مرسوما

To feel inferiorاستصغر نفسَه

 To realise all one’s assets, toاستصفى مالهَ
confiscate s.o.’s property

 ,To find or deem s.th. pleasantاستطاب (استطيب) (ه)
good, agreeable

 Thereupon he proceeded to speak استطرد من ذلك إلى قوله أن . . .
about . . ., then he broached the 
subject of . . ., after that he went 
on to say that . . .

Poll, surveyاستطلاع للرأي

 To seek information about s.o. orاستطلع خبرَه
s.th.

 To consult s.o., ask s.o.’s advice orاستطلعه رأيه
opinion

To be terrifiedاسُتطُِيرَ

 To got out of one’s mind (withاسُتطُِيرَ عقلهُُ
astonishment or fright)
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 To seek to conciliate, propitiate orاستعطف خاطرَه
win over s.o.

 He brought severe measures toاستعمل معه وسائل القسوة
bear upon him

  He brought harsh measures toاستعمل وسائل القسوة معه
bear on him

To continue to laughاستغرق في الضحك

 To hide one’s head in one’s clothesاستغشى ثيابهَ
so as not to see or hear

!I ask God’s forgivenessاستغفر اللهَ

 He was unable to speak, he wasاستغلق عليه الكلامُ
dumb-struck, he was speechless

To cease the opportunityاستغنم الفرصة

To exert o.s., make every effortاستفرغ مجهودَه

To resign, tender one’s resignationاستقال من

.To keep, stick to s.thاستقام في

 ,. . . He said the right thing about استقام له الكلامُ في . . .
he talked sense about . . .

In the futureاستقبالاً

 It was decided to . . ., a resolution استقر الرأي على . . .
was passed on s.th., the decision 
was reached to . . .

 He finally became . . ., he ended up استقر أمرُه على . . .
as . . .

 To be firmly established, be in aاستقر به الحال
secure position

To sit down, get seatedاستقر به المجلسُ

 To settle down permanently, to sit استقر به المقام (المكان)
down, not move from one’s seat

. . . His mind dwelled on استقر خاطره على . . .

. . . To make up one’s mind, decide to استقر رأيهُ على . . .

 To be a positive fact with s.o., beاستقر في نفسه
beyond doubt for s.o.

Investigation, examinationاستقراء
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 ,Things were straightened outاستقرت الأمور في نصابها
returned to normal

His situation had stabilisedاستقرت له الأمور

To assume a burdenاستقل بحمل

 He alone made it, he was the onlyاستقل بصنعه
one who made it

ة (بواجب) To assume a task (or duty)استقل بمُهِمَّ

 To be entirely self-reliant, be leftاستقل بنفسه
to one’s own devices, to be 
independent, manage without 
others, get along by o.s.

.To thank s.oاستكثر بخيره

To unsheathe, draw (a sword)استل سيفهَ

To withdraw gently (s.th. from)استل كفَّه عن

 ,To arouse or attract s.o.’s attentionاستلفت نظرَه (أنظارَه)
catch s.o.’s eye

Death defiance, desperate struggle استماتة في

.To apologise for s.th استمح عذراً من

He continued in this toneاستمر على هذه الوتيرة

.To keep in touch with s.oاستمر في اتصاله به

 To exhaust, or avail o.s. of, everyاستنفد كلَّ وُسعٍ
possibility

To take one’s way, go one’s wayاستنهج سبيلهَ

 He mistook the male camel forاستنوق الجمل
a she-camel (proverbially of a 
mistake)

 To let o.s. be guided by theاستوحي الفكرةَ
thought

To draw a lesson fromاستوحي موعظة من

!Farewell! God be with youاستودعك الله
To fix a moderate priceاستوصى بالأجر خيراً

 ,To make s.th. one’s concernاستوصى به خيراً
to mean well, have the best 
intentions with
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To embrace s.o. with the armsاستوعبه بين ذراعيه

To arrest the attentionاستوقف الانتباه

 To catch s.o.’s eye, arouse s.o.’sاستوقف نظره
attention

 ,He awoke over the call to prayerاستيقظ على الأذان
he was awakened by the adhan

 ,.To extend one’s thanks to s.oأسدى الشكرَ له
thank s.o.

To give s.o. (a word of) adviceأسدى إليه )له( النصح

  ,.To make suggestions to s.oأسدى إليه الإرشادات
advise s.o.

To render s.o. a service أسدى إليه خدمة

To do s.o. a favourأسدى إليه يداً

To be beneficialأسدى فائدة

To whisper in s.o.’s earأسر في أذنه

Care for the agedإسعاف العَجَزة

. . . He had the good fortune toأسعده الحظ بـِ

To give s.o. a sharp lookأسفّ النظر إليه

To end, result inأسفر عن

Revoking of citizenshipإسقاط جنسية

Devaluation of . . . (currency) إسقاط قيمة . . .

To cause loss of hairأسقط الشعرَ

 To forfeit one’s right in s.th., waiveأسقط حقَّه في
one’s claim to s.th.

 To quash a complaint, nonsuitأسقط دعوى
a case, to withdraw or drop a 
complaint

 To stand aghast, be at a loss, beأسقط في يده
bewildered

To deprive s.o. of his citizenshipأسقطه من الجنسية

Literary styleأسلوب كتابي

Pen name, nom de plumeاسم الكتابة
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 ,Following the model or pattern ofأسوة بـِ
along the lines of, in the same 
manner as, like

Pitch black, jet-blackأسود فاحم

  All mankind (lit. the black andالأسود والأحمر
the red)

To fall into discredit, be in disgraceاسودّ وجهه

 .To celebrate, praise, commend s.oأشاد بذكره
or s.th., speak in glowing terms 
of s.o. or s.th.

 People like Omar, men of Omar’s أشباه عمر
quality

The likes of him, his kindأشباهه

 To be doubtful, dubious, obscureاشبته على
to s.o.

  The matter appeared doubtfulاشبته في الأمر
to him

 To speak in great detail, at greatأشبع الكلامَ فيه
length about s.th., describe or 
explain s.th. elaborately

ً To reprimand, rebuke s.o. severelyأشبعه تأنيبا
ً To give s.o. a sound beatingأشبعه ضربا

 He resembles . . ., more thanأشبهُ بـِ
anything else, he is just like . . .

. . . Very much likeأشبهَُ شيء بـِ

To resemble s.th. completelyأشبهه تمام الشبهَ

 Varieties of food, different dishes orأشتات المأكول
courses of a meal

. . . Varieties, various kinds of أشتاتٌ من

 ,To get entangled, embroiledاشتبك في
implicated in

 ,To be drawn into a conversationاشتبك في حديث
become engrossed in a 
discussion

To become involved in a warاشتبك في حرب
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  To come to blows or to grips اشتبك مع (بـِ)
with s.o.

 To be in doubt about s.th, to doubtاشتبه في
s.th.

 ,To become strong, powerfulاشتد ساعده
vigorous

To aggravateاشتدت وطأة الشيء

 To be prerequisite, preconditionalاشُْترُِطَ لـِ
for

 To impose s.th. as a condition onاشترطه على
s.o, to stipulate s.th

ً His hair was, or turned, whiteاشتعل رأسه شيبا

ً To be flaming with rageاشتعل غضبا

To be distracted by s.th. fromاشتغل به عن

 ,To be uneasy, apprehensiveاشتغل قلبهُ
worried

It was completely blackاشتمله السواد

Blackerأشد سواداً

ً Angrier, more wrathfulأشد غضبا

 As strong as could be, extremelyأشد ما يكون
violent

 To portents of the Day ofأشراط الساعة
Judgement

.To attribute s.th. wrongly to s.oأشربه ما لم يشرب

 To cast one’s eyes on, turn one’sأشرع عينيه إلى
glance towards

 To draw one’s pen, to prepare toأشرع قلمَه
write

 To set up or attribute associates toأشرك بالله
God

Cosmic raysالأشعة الكونية

Hard labourأشغال شاقة

Public worksأشغال عامة
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To disquiet, disturb, preoccupyأشغل البال

 To shun, shirk, be on one’s guardأشفق من
against

 He brought him to the brink ofأشفى به على حافة اليأس
despair

 To auction s.th. off, put s.th. up atأشهر مزادَ بيعِ شيءٍ
auction

Very famousأشهر من نار على عَلمٍَ

 To burst into tears, break out intoأشهق بالبكاء
loud weeping

To score, make goalsأصاب إصابات

To do right, act properlyأصاب في عمله

Industrial accidentإصابة العمل

He has gone crazyأصابه مس من الجنون

Directly and indirectlyأصالةً ونيابةً

 To be destroyed, be wiped out, leaveأصبح أثراً بعد عين
nothing but memory behind

Truth has come to lightأصبح الحق

It became morningأصبح الصباحُ

To be destroyed by fireأصبح طعُمة النيران

  To have a good morning, beginأصبح على خير
the day happily

 To get into a situation, come toأصَْبحََ فيِ
a point where . . ., to become, 
grow, turn, to be

It is all but decidedأصبح في حكم المقرر

 ,To disappear, become datedأصبح في خبر كان
belong to the past, become 
obsolete

 To become operative, come intoأصبح نافذاً
force (law)

ً  To be completely forgotten, fallأصبح نسياً منسيا
into utter oblivion

Toeأصبع القدم
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Sectarians, dissentersأصحاب الاهواء

 ,Those concerned, the importantأصحاب الشأن
influential people

 Dubious persons, people of illأصحاب الشبهات
repute

The Seven Sleepersأصحاب الكهف

 ,To issue (a command, edictأصدر (أمراً، فتوى، حكماً)
judgement),

The most reliable, or best, proof forأصدق برهان على

The most loyal, or best, friendأصدق صديق

To fix a bridal dower (for a woman) أصدقها

To fish in troubled watersاصطاد في الماء العكر

 ’The youngest of his parentsأصغر أبويه
children

 To listen, pay attention, lend one’sأصغى إلى
ear to s.th. or s.o.

 ,.To have s.o. in mind for s.thأصفاه بالشيء
choose, select, or single out  
s.o. for s.th.

He grew pale, he turned whiteاصفرّ وجهه

The actual reasonالأصل الأصيل

To make s.o. burn in the fireأصلاه النار
  .To set s.th. on fire, to fire at s.oأصلاه ناراً

or s.th.

 To make s.o. undergo the mostأصلاه ناراً من الغيرة
excruciating pangs of jealousy

 To make peace, bring together أصلح بين
people

To mend, improve, ameliorateأصلح من

 To evoke the right intention inأصلح نية
one’s heart (ethical and religious)

She made herself upأصلحت من شأنها

 To be hard hit, be grievouslyأصيب إصابة شديدةً
afflicted
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 ,To be stricken, attacked, afflictedأصيب بـِ
to be killed

To incur multiple woundsأصيب بجراح

To suffer a lossأصيب بخسارة

Of sound unerring judgementأصيل الرأي

To waste timeأضاع الوقتَ

To lose one’s mindأضاع صوابهَ

To make s.o. miss an opportunityأضاع عليه فرصةً

Waste of timeإضاعة الوقت

 To annex a noun (the first memberأضاف اسماً إلى اسمٍ
of a genitive construction) to 
another (the second member, 
gram.)

He added s.th. of his ownأضاف شيئاً من عنده

Similar, likeأضراب

To stop work, to strike أضرب (عن العمل)

 To be prepared for s.th., make upأضرب جأشاً لـِ
one’s mind to take s.th. upon o.s.

To desist, abstain fromأضرب صفحاً عن

To go on hunger strikeأضرب عن الطعام

 To get into a state of disorder, getاضطرب حبلهُ
out of control

Many times as muchأضعاف أضعافهِِ

Many times, a hundredfoldأضعافاً مضاعفةً

Confused dreamsأضغاث الأحلام

 ,What’s more, moreoverأضِف إلى ذلك أن
furthermore

 To bear s.o. a grudge, harbour illأضمر له الشر
will against s.o.

 To secrete, conceal, hide, keepأضمره في نفسه
secret in one’s heart

He kept staring at himأطال النظر إليه

He stayed a long timeأطال الوقوف
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To keep s.o. waiting a long timeأطال عليه

 To speak in a forward manner, beأطال لسانه
pert, saucy, insolent in speech

He pressed my handأطبق على يدي

Fingertipsأطراف الأصابع

The extremities of the body, the limbsأطراف البدن

The contracting partiesالأطراف المتعاقدة

The outskirts of the cityأطراف المدينة

.To throw o.s. down, prostrate o.sاطرّح على الأرض

To bow one’s headأطرق رأسه (برأسه)

To appease s.o.’s hungerأطعمه من جوع

 أطفأ جذوة يومه وأحرق فحمة ليله
في العمل

To work day and night

  .To manifest its force, set in (e.gأطلّ بخطْمِهِ
of a disaster)

  The firing at s.th., the shootingإطلاق الرصاص على
of s.o.

.Release of s.oإطلاق السراح

 ,Opening of fire, shelling, gunningإطلاق النار (النيران)
cannonade

His releaseإطلاق سراحه
ً Absolutely إطلاقا

.To give a free hand to s.o أطلق الإرادة لـِ

 ,To give free rein, impose no restraintsأطلق الحبلَ على الغارب
let things take their course

The medicine loosened his bowelsأطلق الدواءُ بطنهَ

To fire, shoot atأطلق الرصاص على

 ,To incite s.o. (e.g. a crowd or mobأطلق ألسنتهم بـِ
to boisterous demonstrations, 
emotional outbursts and the like)

 To give free rein to s.o. or s.th., giveأطلق العنان له
vent to s.th.

To open fire on, fire or shoot atأطلق النار على
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