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BOOK DESCRIPTION

The book you are holding is a starting point for those who want to gain command of the Greek
language, understand the Greek soul and be initiated into the Greek culture. It is a groundbreaking
travel guide to Greece and at the same time it is a communication and pronunciation guide, an
understanding-the-Greek-culture guide and a guide that offers practical tips for every chaday life in
Greece.

It is a communication guide because it includes useful words and phrases as well as extra Greek
vocabulary that can be used by foreign language speaking visitors in Greece to cover basic
communication needs such as speaking and understanding Greek. This will help them deal with
everyday language challenges successfully and with confidence while in Greece.

It is a pronunciation guide as all words are presented in both their written form and pronunciation.
International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA)*symbols are used so that words are pronounced as accurately
as possible. This will help speakers be precise and avoid misunderstandings due to errors in
pronunciation. Anyothertranscriptionofphoneticsymbolsisarbitrary.

It is a guide in the Greek culture because it provides information about the customs and traditions,
the mentality and everyday life routines of modern Greeks helping visitors to get accustomed to,
understand and decode the Greek way of life and behavour.

Finally, it is a practical guide as it offers a wide array of additional useful tips about everyday life that
complete what one needs to know before and during their visit to Greece, in order to experience a
pleasant stay.

Learners can also find extra practice exercises for every Unit in order to test themselves and see
what they have learned.

* The IPA is a system of phonetic notation. It was devised by the International Phonetic Association as a standardized
system of speech sounds and is based mainly on Latin and partially Greek script. The IPA symbols can be used to present the
pronunciation of each word in any language. In this book the IPA symbols are used to explain the pronunciation ofGreek
words with accuracy.The IPA symbols that you will learn in Units 1, 2 and 3 of the book are a one-to-one correspondence
between the symbols and the sounds found in the Greek language.

THEMATIC UNITS

Greetings & Goodbyes
Addressing people
Common Words & Phrases
Numbers
Time
Time words & expressions
Dates
Days
Months
Zodiac signs
Seasons
Weather
Question words
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Common questions
Directions
It’s all Greek to me
In an emergency
Wishes

BOOK STRUCTURE

There are 17 units in the book with helpful vocabulary and tips that cover 14 different situation in
which you may find yourself during your stay in Greece. In the first part you can find useful words
and phrases, information about the Greek culture and practical tips that follow the theme of each
unit. The second part offers extra vocabulary while in the third part you can find practice exercises
to check your knowledge.

UNIT STRUCTURE

Each unit is independent; it is not connected with the previous or the following unit and can be
studied separately. At the beginning of each unit (orange board) you can find a summary of the unit
which is then followed by a detailed presentation (vocabulary, phrases, sentances). At the end of
the unit (purple board) you can find comprehensive examples.Rich cultural information and useful
tipsalong with relevant icons complete the theme of each unit.

HOW TO READ THE BOOK

The bold blue IPA symbols in brackets represent the pronunciation of the Greek words, modified to
suit the needs of the book.
e.g. [kaliméra]

The bold red italics are used for the English words, phrases and sentences that are translated into
Greek and the Greek pronunciation is given.
e.8. Good morning. [kaliméra]

The black fonds are used for the translated words, phrases and sentences into Greek.
e.g. Goodmorning. [kaliméra] KoaAnuépa.

Notes
e  For borrowed words, the pronunciation closest to the original was selected.
e.g. For the word champagne the transcription is [sampana]

e  For English words used with the original pronunciation, the spelling used in brackets is also in English.
e.g. What is your e-mail address? [pX 6 ine to e-mail su?]

e  The paretheses in italic black fond inside the brackets include:
o The number symbol of the preceding number word.
e.g. every 5 minutes: [kaBe pénde (5) leptd]
o Symbols with different pronunciation from the written word.
e.g. “l don’t know.” is written «Aev §€pw.» in Greek but pronounced: [dé(n)gzéro]

Accent mark

The accent mark is placed over the stressed vowel. One-syllable words which do not carry an accent
mark according to Greek grammar rules, are transcribed with an accent mark when the vowel is
stressed in pronunciation.
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e.g. Tueineg; [ti ipes]

Abbreviations

Abbreviation Meaning Abbreviation Meaning

sing. singular informal, sing. informal, singular
pl. plural n. neutral
sing. form singular form m. male
pl. form plural form f. female
WHO IS THE BOOK FOR

This book is for those who love Greece and want to become acquainted with the country
itself, as well as its language, history and culture. For those who want to live the experience
of travelling around Greece and enjoy a cultural “adventure”. For those who want to be able
to have satisfactory day-to-day communication during their stay in Greece. For those who
want to communicate more effectively with their Greek friends, relatives or business
associates.
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ICONS USED IN THE BOOK

[ |
S
= extra vocabulary

useful information

useful tips

word origin, word etymology, meaning
traditions and customs

idioms

grammar and pronunciation rules

see glossary

emergency phone numbers

0000k e §

unit change

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Irene Karageorgou is considered an expert in teaching Greek as a foreign language. Her
educational courses “Greek for Begginers. The Complete Method. Level 1 Part 1,2,3” are
bestsellers and have been bought by thousands of learners. She has been teaching Greek to
foereign and native speakers for more than 15 years. She is married and she has a son.
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Unit 1
Greek pronunciation guide Part 1 (vowels, diphthongs, combinations) -

Vowels: Aa,Eg, Hn,1,Yu,00,Qw Diphthongs: Al ai, AH an, OH on, Ol 6t
Vowel digraphs: OY ou, Al ay, El €, Ol ot, Yl ut Combinations: AY au, EY €u

Vowels: Ao, Eg,Hn,I,Yu,00,Qw

Upper Lower Phonetic Pronunciation Greek word Phonetic Translation
case case symbol (IPA) example spelling
A a [a] almond = oAdtl [alati] salt
E £ [e]* ten = T1é€o0gpa [tésera] four
H n [i1* hit = uRAO [milo] apple
I L 1.[i]* hit = 1.6éa [i0éa] idea
2.[j] yes = 2. kapda [kardja] heart
3.[X] humor = 3. pudta [matxa] eyes
4.[iR] new = 4. ua** [miid] one
v [i]* hit = kOpa [kima] wave
o [o]* on = ovoua [6nomal] name
[o]* on = wpa [6ra] time

**The cardinal number one (1) has three genders in Greek. In this case the word «uia» is the female gender.

Vowel digraphs (two vowels pronounced as one): OY ou, Al ay, El €, Ol ot, Yl ut

Upper Lower Phonetic Pronunciation Greek word Phonetic Translation
case case symbol (IPA) example spelling

(0)% ou [u] put = kouma [kdpa] cup

Al at [e]* ten = Ko [ké] and

El £l [i1* hit = eikool [ikosi] twenty

ol ol [i]* hit = olwovouia [ikonomia] economy
Y UL [i1* hit = ulog [i6s] son

v' *ilis represented by six Greek graphemes: n, i, U, €L, oL, UL

O v' *[e] is represented by two Greek graphemes: &, au
v' *[o] is represented by two Greek graphemes: o, w

Diphthongs (two vowels pronounced as one syllable): Al ai, AH an, OH on, Ol 6t

Upper Lower Phonetic Pronunciation Greek word Phonetic Translation
case case symbol (IPA) example spelling

Al ai [ai] ice —  yéudapog [vaidaros]  donkey

AH an [ai] ice = andovt [aidodni] nightingale
OH on [oi] oil = Bonba [véiBa] help

0l oL [oi] oil = poLdL [r6idi] pomegranate

Combinations: AY au, EY gu (are pronounced in two different ways)

Upper Lower Phonetic Pronunciation Greek word  Phonetic Translation
case case symbol (IPA) example spelling
AY o 1. [av] avant-garde = avplo [@vrio] tomorrow
2. [af] after = autn [afti ] she
EY €U 1. [ev] ever = Eupwnn [evropi] Europe
2. [ef] effect —  ELXAPLOTW [efxaristd] thanks

° In the next unit you will learn the GREEK CONSONANTS and HOW TO ACCENT GREEK
WORDS.
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Greek pronunciation guide Part 2 (Consonants, How to accent Greek words) m

Consonants: BB, ITy,A5,Z, 00, KK, A\, My, Nv,Z& Nm,Pp,20¢g, TT, O P, Xx, W P
How to accent Greek words

Consonants: BB, Ty,A$,Z, 00, Kk, A\, M, Nv,Z¢, NMm,Pp,20¢, TT, Db, Xx, WU

Upper Lower Phonetic Pronunciation Greek word  Phonetic Translation
case case symbol (IPA) example spelling
B B [v] vase = Balo [vazo] vase
r vy 1. [v] amiga (Spanish) => y&Aa [yala] milk
2. [j] yes = Y£€pOgG [iéros] old man
A 6 [0] this = 8w [@ino] give
Z 4 [z] zone = Twvn [z6ni] belt
€] 0 [6] theater = Béatpo [Béatro] theater
K K 1. [If] car = KOAOG [galés] good
2. [k] cute = Kol [ké] and
A A 111 logic = Aoywn [191&.’] logic
2.[1] tagliatelle = el\d [eld] olive
M 0 [m] mum = Mopa [mamal] mum
N v 1. [n] next = val [né] yes
2. [n] new = Tavia [pana] sails
3. [n] anger = ayxog [4nxos] anxiety
S & [ks] Texas = €€l [éksi] six
Mn T [p] pan = moblL [p6di] foot
P p [r] red = Pwun [romi] Rome
3* (o] 1. [s] sun = Oonuepa [simera] today
C 2. [s] sun = KaAOG [kalos] good
3. [z] bismuth = KOGUOC [k6zmos] world
T T [t] tea = TN [timi] price
(0] (0} [f] fast = ¢dwg [fos] light
X X 1. [x] loch (Scottish) = X0opOg [xorés] dance
2. [X] huge = OxL [oxi] no
1Y 0] [ps] lips = Ywpl [psomi] bread
O *The letter «X, o» has three different forms compared to the rest of the letters of the Greek alphabet which
haveltwo(.(;l')f:e(ze f 277;2:636: The Greek letter «B, B» is pronounced [v] NOT [b]
2: «o» (lfvlzer case — inside a word) OThe Greek letter «P, p» is pronounced [r] NOT [p]

3. «o» (lower case — at the end of a word) The Greek letter «X, x» is pronounced [x], [X] NOT [ks]

How to accent Greek words

When you see a letter carrying this mark ('), you should pronounce this letter louder. This mark is
called [ténos] in Greek and “accent mark” in English. Stressing Greek words is very important. If you
stress a word in a wrong way its meaning will change.
the Greek word «mote» [pote]:
v If you stress the letter [0] «niéte» [péte] it means “when” BUT
v If you stress the letter [e] «moté» [poté] it means “never”.

° In the next unit you will learn the CONSONANT DIGRAPHS and the DOUBLE CONSONANTS.
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Greek pronunciation guide Part 3 (Consonant Digraphs, double Consonants) m

Consonant digraphs: MMM pm, NT v, TK yk, T yy, IXyx, TZtC, T2 t0
Double consonants: BB BB, KK kk, AA A\, MM pu, NN vy, MM ne, PP pp, 23 oo, TT tT

Consonant digraphs (two consonants pronounced as one): MIN um, NT vt, TK yk, [T yy, X yx, TZ 1, TZ to

Upper Lower Phonetic Pronunciation Greek word Phonetic Translation
case case symbol (IPA) example spelling
MM T 1. [b] box = UmAAa [bala] ball

2. [mb] member = KOAUUTW [kolimbad] swim

3. [mp] imperium = OCOMmAvLa [sampaia] champagne
NT VT 1. [d] day = vrtopdta [domata] tomato

2. [nd] end = TEVIE [pénde] five

3. [nt] rent = pévta [ménta] mint
rK VK 1. [g] go = YKOAD [golf] golf

2. 8] get =  YKEWUL [gémi] bridle

3. [ng] anger =  €YKUOG [éngios] pregnant
rr Vv 1. [ng] English = AyyAia [anglia] England

2. [ny] = ouyypadéag [sinyraféas] author

3. [nj] unused = EYYEVNG [enjenis] inherent
rx VX 1. [nx] unhoped = AyxXog [anxos] anxiety

2. [nx] unhealthy = eyxeiplon [enXirisi] operation
TZ 176 [dz] jeep = TaKt [dzaki] fireplace
TS ™o [ts] pizza = TOodl [tsai] tea

Double consonants (one consonant used written twice and pronounced as one with the exception of «yy»):
BB BB, KK kk, AAA\, MM pp, NN vy, MM nt, PP pp, 22 oo, TT Tt

Upper Lower Phonetic Pronunciation Greek word Phonetic Translation
case case symbol (IPA) example spelling

BB BB [v] vase = Zapparto [savato] Saturday

KK KK [k), [k] car = KOKKLVO [kékino] red

AN A\ n logic = EA\GSa [elada] Greece

MM ML [m] map = OHMOG [dmos] sand

NN vV [n] next = Awva [dna] Ann

rnn Tt [pl] pan = Tanmnoug [papus] grandfather
PP pp [r] red = APPWOTOC [drostos] sick

33 oo [s] sun = Téooepa [tésera] four

TT T [t] tea = TEPLTTOG [peritos] unnecessary

When you study and understand the correspondence of IPA spelling to the pronunciation of Greek letters
fully, you will be able to study this book, learn to pronounce Greek words correctly and speak Greek
fluently.

! You can find the letters of the Greek alphabet and
their names in the Glossary, page 50.

° In the next unit you will learn GREETINGS AND GOODBYES.
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Greetings & Goodbyes m

If you want to say:

- Hello! - Fine, thank you. - Have a nice day.
- Good morning. - Not so good. - Have a nice afternoon.
- Good evening. - How about you? - Have a nice evening.
- How are you? - Goodbye. - Good night.
Greetings and Responses
Hello! [ia sas] (honorific plural) el oog!
[ja su] (informal, sing.) lela oou!

{rr The word [jd] which means “hello” derives from the Greek word «uyeiax [ijia] which means “health”. There

== are four other meanings of the word [ja]:

Good morning. (morning hours)

Good evening.
(afternoon and evening)

How are you?

Fine, thank you.
Not so good.
How about you?

k|
g

iy

1. [ja] which means “goodbye” (when leaving)

> 2. [me ja] (when buying something new)
3. [stin ija mas] which means “cheers” (when drinking)
4.

[jitses] which means “bless you” (when sneezing)

[kaliméra]
[kalispéra]

[ti kanete?] (honorific plural)
[ti kanis?] (informal, sing.)
[kala efxaristd]

[6Xi poli kala]

[esis?] (honorific plural)
[esi?] (informal, sing.)

KaAnuépa.
KaAnomépa.

TULKAVETE;

TL KAQVELG;

KaAd, euxaplotw.
‘OxL oAU KaAd.
Eosig;

Eov;

@ The word [ja] can be used for both “hello” and “goodbye” any time during the day.

Farewells

Goodbye.

Have a nice day.

(from dawn till 12 noon)
Have a nice afternoon.
(from 12 noon till 15.00)
Have a nice afternoon.
(from 15.00 till sunset)
Have a nice evening.
(from sunset till midnight)

Good night.

[adio]
[kaliméra]

[kalé mesiméri]
[kalé6 apdjevmal]
[kalé vradi]

[kalinixta]

Avrtio.
KaAnpuépa.

KaAo peonpépt.
KaAo amoyeupa.
KaAo Bpadu.

KaAnvuyta.

EXAMPLES

Hi, how are you today?

I have a bad cold and | haven’t been feeling well at

all.

What have you been up to?
Working a lot.

Long time no see...
Goodnight! Sweet dreams!

[ja pos ise simera?]

kald]

[éxo éna asximo krioma ke dén esBanome kaBdlu

[ti kanis aftd ton gero?]

[Oulévo poli]

[xréfia ke zamaiia]
[kalinixta] [Onira ylika]

°You can find more words and phrases on Greetings and Goodbyes in the Glossary, on
page 51 through 52. In the next unit you will learn HOW TO ADDRESS PEOPLE IN GRFFkK
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How to address people m

If you want to say: - Siror Mr - Ms or Mrs - Miss

If you want to address an adult man, you say:

[Kirie] C<y= 70 get someone’s attention you can say:
Kopte at “Excuse me, Sir” [sinpynémi kirie] or

“Excuse me Ms” [sinpynémi kiria]

If you want to address an adult woman, you say:

[Kiria]
Kupia I

m In Greek we use the words [kirie], [kiria] before someone’s first name or someone’s last
name when we want: a) to address them kindly ,b) if they are older than us or c) because we

want to show respect. When we address a friend, we use their first name only.

If you want to address a young lady or an unmarried woman, you say:

[0espinis]
AeoTovig

Nick Pappas, 60 years old, businessman

1. First name

We call him [niko] (Niko is his first name), if we are
friends or almost the same age.

|EXAMPLE |

Hi Nick! [ja su niko]

2. Mr + first name

We call him [kirie niko], if we respect him and we
are acquainted to him.

Sir
[6espinis] Mr

[kirie]
[kirie]

Csm Ms, M Kiri
. % Ms, Mrs [kiria]
rrl= Miss

Maria Pappa, 50 years old, teacher

1. First name

We call her [maria] (Maria is her first name), if we
are friends or almost the same age.

|EXAMPLE |
Hi Maria! [ja su maria]

2. Ms + first name
We call her [kiria maria], if we respect her and
we are acquainted to her.

|EXAMPLE |

|EXAMPLE |

Hello Mr Nick! [j4 sas kirie niko]

3. Mr + last name

We call him [kirie papal (Pappa is his last name), if
we want to show that we respect him or we
want to show formality.

Hello Ms Maria! [j4 sas kiria maria]

3. Ms + last name
We call her [kiria papa] (Pappa is her last name), if
we want to show that we respect her or we want
to show formality.

|EXAMPLE | [EXAMPLE |
Hello Mr Papa! [ja sas kirie papal Hello Ms Papa! [ja sas kiria papa]
EXAMPLES

Excuse me, Sir. Do you know what the time is?
Mr. John, will you come to our home for lunch?
Excuse me Ms, may | ask you something?

Can | talk to Ms Papa?

I would like to introduce miss Helen to you.
Can I call you by your first name?

Yes, call by my first name!

Maria, where are you going tonight?

[sinynémi kirie] [ksérete ti 6ra ine?]

[kirie John Ba érBete sto spiti mas ja fajit6?]
[sinynémi kiria boré na sas rotiso kati?]
[boré na miliso me tin giria papa?]

[Ba iBela na sas sistiso ti despinida Helen]
[bord na sas milao ston enik6?]

[né fisika milisé mu ston enikd]

[pu Oa pas to vradi Maria?]

You can find more words and phrases on How to address people in the Glossary, on page
52 through 53. In the next unit you will learn COMMON WORDS AND PHRASES in Greek.
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Common Words & Phrases m

If you want to say:

- yes -/ don’t know. - Sorry. - It doesn’t matter. - You’re welcome.
- no - We’ll see. - Excuse me. - Don’t worry. - Here you go.
- maybe -l am sorry. - No problem. - Please. - Thank you.
If you want to say:

yes [né] val

no [6Xi] oxL

maybe [isos] lowg

I don’t know. [0é(n) gzéro] Aev E€pw.

Wwe’ll see. [Ba dume] Oa doupe.

I am sorry. [lipame] Auvmdpat.

Sorry. [sinynomi] JUYYVWHN.

Excuse me. [me sinxorite] (honorific plural) Me ouyxwpelte.

[me sinxoris] (informal, sing.)

(a. to get someone’s attention

b. to get past someone who is in your way
c. to say you are sorry

d. to ask someone to repeat what was said)

Me ouyxwpelc.

No problem. [kanéna prévliima] Kavéva mpopAnua.

It doesn’t matter. [0é(m) birazi] Aev melpalel.

Don’t worry. [min anisixite] (honorific plural) Mnv avnouyxelte.
[min anisiXis] (informal, sing.) Mnv avnouyxeic.

Please. [parakald] MapakoAw.

You’re welcome. [parakald] MapakoAw.

Here you go. [oriste] Oplote.

Thank you. [efxaristo] Euxaplotw.

':h»-‘ w [efxaristd] vs. [efxaristime]
¥7l= If you’re not alone, use [efxaristime] which means “We thank you!”. If you’re alone use [efxaristd]
which means “I thank you!”.

(_<y= The word [parakald] which means “You’re welcome” is used as a response to [efxaristd] which means
: - :”Thank you”. Another way to respond to [efxaristd], is the expression [na ste kald] which means “Be in
good health!”.

C:E w In some cases when you say [efxarist6] you might hear someone respond with [eyé efxaristé] which
S
ﬂt means “I thank you!”.

EXAMPLES

Please, can you help me?

Yes, what would you like?

Excuse me! Could | ask you something?
Excuse me, can you let me through?

I am sorry for being late.

It’s ok, don’t worry. [0é(m) birazi min anisiXite]
Thank you very much. [sas exaristo poli]

You’re welcome. [parakald]

[sas parakald borite na me voiBisete?]
[né ti Oa Bélate?]

[sinyndmi boré na sas kano mia erétisi?]
[sinynémi boré na peraso?]

[me sipxorite pu arjisa]

° You can find more words and phrases on Common words and phrases in the Glossary, on
page 53 through 59. In the next unit you will learn the NUMBERS.

16




Numbers

Cardinal Numbers: 0- 19 Cardinal Numbers: 200 - 900 Ordinal Numbers
Cardinal Numbers: 20 - 190 Cardinal Numbers: 1,000 - 1,000,000,000 Fractions

Greeks follow the international Both ordinal and cardinal numbers are adjectives and as such,
| numeric system, with the have 3 genders. But not all of them have a different type.
symbols 1,2,3,4 etc. Only numbers one, three and four have a different type.

Cardinal Numbers: 0 - 19

0 zero [midén] (forall 3 genders) pUN&év

1 one [éna] (n.) [énas] (m.)[mia] (f) éva, évag, pla
2 two [0i0] (forall 3 genders) duo

3 three [tria] (n.) [tris] (m., f) Tpla, TPELg

4 four [tésera] (n.) [téseris] (m., f) TECOEPQ, TEOOEPLG
5 five [pénde] (forall 3 genders) TEVTE

6 six [éksi] (forall 3 genders) £8L

7 seven [epta] (forall 3 genders) ETTA

8 eight [oktd] (forall 3 genders) OKTW

9 nine [enéa] (forall 3 genders) EVVEQ

10 ten [0éka] (forall 3 genders) Séka

11 eleven [éndeka] (forall 3 genders) EVIEKQ

12 twelve [06deka] (forall 3 genders) dwdeka

representing the second digit. For instance, number “thirteen” (13) in Greek is [@ekatria], a compound

O Numbers 13 to 19 are compound words, formed by the numeral word “ten” (10) plus the word
word formed by the numeral word “ten” (10) [8éka] and the numeral word “three” (3) [tria].

13 thirteen [0ekatria] (n.) [0ekatris] (m.,f) dekatpla, SeKATPELS

14 fourteen [0ekatésera] (n.) dekatéooepa
[0ekatéseris] (m., f.) SeKATECOEPLG

15 fifteen [0ekapénde] (forall 3 genders) Sdekarevte

16 sixteen [0ekaéksi] (forall 3 genders) SeKaElL

17 seventeen [0ekaepta] (forall 3 genders) Sdekaemta

18 eighteen [0ekaoktd] (forall 3 genders) SEKAOKTW

19 nineteen [0ekaenéa] (forall 3 genders) SeKaevve

Cardinal Numbers: 20 - 190

20 twenty [ikosi] gikoot

21 twenty-one [ikosi éna] (n.) [ikosi énas] (m.) eikool éva, eikoal évag,
[ikosi mia] (f) elkool pla

22 twenty-two [ikosi dio] (forall 3 genders) gikoot S0

30 thirty [trianda] (forall 3 genders) TpLAvVTA

40 forty [saranda] (forall 3 genders) capavta

50 fifty [peninda] (forall 3 genders) TievAvVTa

60 sixty [eksinda] (forall 3 genders) g€nvra

70 seventy [evOominda] (forall 3 genders) eBdounvra

80 eighty [oydo6nda] (forall 3 genders) oydovta

90 ninety [eneninda] (forall 3 genders) gvVevAvTa

100 one hundred [ekatd] (forall 3 genders) £KATO

101 a hundred and one [ekatén éna] (n.) [ekatdén énas] ekatov €va, EKATOV
(m.), [ekatén mia] (f) évac, ekatov pia
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111
120
130
190

a hundred and eleven
a hundred and twenty
a hundred and thirty
a hundred and ninety

[ekaton éndeka]
ikosi]

trianda

[ekatdon
[ekaton

[ekaton eneninda]

The word for “one hundred” is [ekatd] but every number between
101 and 199 uses the form [ekatén], with an extra [n] at the end.

EKOLTOV EVTEKQ
EKOLTOV €lKOOL
EKOLTOV TPLAVTA
EKQTOV EVEVNVTQ

Cardinal numbers 1-20
are single-word nouns.

Cardinal Numbers: 200 - 900

200 two hundred [0jakosxa]l (n.) Slakoola
[6jakdsi] (m.) Slakootot
[0jakdosxes] (f) SLOKOOLES
300 three hundred [triakosxa] (n.) TPLAKOOLA
[triakosi] (m.) TPLAKOOLOL
[triakosXes] (f) TPLAKOOLES
400 four hundred [tetrakodsxal (n.) TETPAKOTLA
[tetrakdsi] (m.) TETPAKOGLOL
[tetrakdsXes] (f) TETPAKOOLEC
500 five hundred [pendakésxa] (n.) TievTakooLa
[pendakési] (m.) Tevtakoaolol
[pendakésxes] (f) TIEVTOKOOLEG
600 six hundred [eksakosxa] (n.) gfakoola
[eksakdsi] (m.) e€akoaoLol
[eksakdsXes] (f) €€AKOOLEC
700 seven hundred [eptakésxal (n.) ETITOKOOLOL
[eptakdsi] (m.) EMTAKOGOLOL
[eptakdsxXes] (f) ETTAKOOLEC
800 eight hundred [oktakosxa] (n.) OKTOKOOLOL
[oktakdsi] (m.) OKTAKOOLOL
[oktakdsxXes] (f) OKTOKOOLEG
900 nine hundred [enakdsxal (n) EVVLOKOOLOL
[enakdsi] (m.) EVVLAKOOLOL
[enakésXes] (f) EVVLAKOOLEG
Cardinal Numbers: 1,000 - 1,000,000,000
1,000 one thousand [Xila] (n.) xidta
[Xili] (m.) x{Atot
[XilTes] (f) xiheg
2,000 two thousand [8io Xilades] 600 YIALASEC
10,000 ten thousand [6éka Xilades] S€ka XALadeg
20,000 twenty thousand [ikosi Xilades] elkoaol xALadec
100,000 one hundred thousand [ekaté Xilades] EKOTO YIALASEC
1,000,000 one million [éna ekatomirio] £VOl EKATOUHUPLO
2,000,000 two million [0io ekatomiria] 800 ekatoppvpLa
1,000,000,000 one billion [éna Oisekatomirio] £va SLoEKATOULUPLO

British and US 1,234,567. A comma is used to separate an integer from a decimal whereas English uses a

OA dot is used to divide large numbers into groups of three figures; thus Greek 1.234.567 corresponds to

dot (decimal point); thus Greek 34,45 corresponds to British and American 34.45.
A dot is used to separate the figures of multi digit numbers into groups of three starting from the right. We
do not use a dot with four-digit numbers or dates.

If you want to read a decimal number, you should pronounce the word “comma” [kdma] between the two
parts of the number. For example: “1.2” is [éna koma 8io] in Greek and is written «1,2».
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Ordinal Numbers

1st

ond

3rd

4th

5th

6th

7th

gth

9th
10"
11*

12th

13th

Zoth
30th

k|

[prétos](m.), [proétil(f) [préto](n)
[0éfteros](m.) [0éfteri](f) [0éftero](n.)
[tritos](m.) [tritil(f) [trito](n.)
[tétartos](m.), [tétarti](f) [tétarto](n.)
[pémtos](m.) [pémtil(f) [pémto](n.)
[éktos](m.) [éktil(f) [ékto](n.)
[évBomos](m.) [évdomil(f.) [évdomo](n.)
[6y8oos]*(m.) [6vdoil(f) [6yboo] (n)
[énatos](m.), [énati](f) [énato](n.)
[0ékatos](m.), [0ékati](f) [0ékato](n.)
[endékatos](m.), [endékati] (f.),
[endékato](n.)
[0odékatos](m.) [6odékati](f)
[odékato](n.)

[0ékatos tritos](m.) [0ékati
[0ékato trito](n.)
[ikostds](m.) [ikosti](f) [ikosto](n.)
[triakostds] ](m.), [triakosti](f.)
[triakostd](n.)

tritil(f)

1%
2°
3%
4°
5o
6°
7%
8°s
9°s
10%
11°

12°¢

13°¢

20°¢
30°

MPWTOG , TIPWTN, TIPWTO
deutepog, beltepn, deutepO
Tpitog, Tpitn, TPiTO
TETAPTOC, TETAPTN, TETOPTO
TEUTTTOG, TIEUTTTH, TIEUTTTO
£KTOG, £KTI, EKTO

£€B6ouog, €Bdoun, EBSouo
oybdoog, oydon, oydoo
€vatog, £vatn, EVato
S6ékatog , 6ékatn, 6EKaTo
EVTEKATOG, EVTEKATN,
EVIEKATO

dwdékarog , Swdekatn,
dswdékarto

Sékatog Tpitog, Skatn Tpitn,
Sékarto Tpito

€LKOOTOC, ELKOOTH, ELKOOTO
TPLOKOOTOG, TPLAKOOTH),
TPLAKOOTO

:'; "':' number [ar?emf')s] i [p’fino] O* Both [0]s are pronounced.
rZ8= numbers [ariBmi] under [kato]
once [mia ford] more than [perisétero apd]
twice [6io forés] less than [liyétero apd]
Fractions
% a half [misod] HLoo
Y% a third [éna trito] éva Tpito
Y a quarter [éna tétarto] £Vl TETOPTO
% two thirds [0io trita] dvo Ttpita
% three quarters [tria tétarta] Tpla Tétapta
1% one and a half [éna ké misé] VoL KoL ULod
C;g i'é plus (+) [sin] multiplied by (x)  [epi]
rz8= minus (-) [plin] divided by (:) [6id]
equals (=) [ison] percent (%) [epi tis ekatd]
EXAMPLES

1,250 (one thousand, two hundred and fifty)
This is my first time in Greece.

There are about five thousand people.

I’ve seen this movie four times.

It’s November the twelfth.

He finished first in the race.

Temperature today will drop to minus 10.

We will have fifty per cent discount tomorrow.
A four-month-old baby.

[Xila djakéska peninda (1250)]

[ine i proti (1st) fora pu érxome stin elada]
[iparxun peripu pénde Xilades (5000) anBropi]

[éxo i afti ti(n) denia téseris (4) forés]

[ine d60eka (12) noemvriu]

[termatise protos (1st) ston ayonal

[simera i Bermokrasia Oa pési stuz mion déka (-10)]
[avrio Ba éxume ékptosi peninda tis ekatod (50%)]
[éna mord tesaron (4) mindn]

° You can find more words and phrases on Numbers in the Glossary, on page 59 through

60. In the next unit you will learn HOW TO TELL THE TIME.
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Telling the time m

Words: hour(s), minute(s), second(s), past, to, o’ clock, half past, quarter past, quarter to.

If you want to ask or say:

- What time is it? - It’s quarter to one

- It’s one o’clock - It’s five past three

- It’s quarter past one - It’s ten past three

- It’s half past one - It’s quarter past three

- It’s twenty to four
- It’s quarter to four
- It’s ten to four
- It’s five to four

- It’s twenty past three

- It’s twenty-five past three
- It’s half past three

- It’s twenty-five to four

If you want to say:

hour(s) [6ra] (sing.) [O6res] (pl.) wpa, WPEG
minute(s) [leptd] (sing.) [lepta] (pl) Aemto, Aemtd
second [0efterdlepto] (sing.) deutepoOAento
seconds [0efterdlepta] (pl.) deutepoOAenta
past [k é] Kol

to [para] Tapa

o’ clock [akrivds] QKPLBWG

half past [ké misi] Kal pLon
quarter past [Ké tétarto] KOlL TETAPTO
quarter to [para tétarto] TP A TETOPTO

If you want to ask “What time is it?” you say:

fs Quiet hours
ine?] I 15 April to 30 September: 15:00-17:30 and 23:00-07:00.
15t October to 315t March: 15:30-17:30 and 22:00-07:30.

[ti ora
TLwpa elvay;

If you want to find the current local time in Greece, you can go to the webpage time.is/Greece or you can
I dial 14814 from any landline or mobile phone in Greece to get the time, the day of the week and the date.

Greece is 7 hours ahead of Eastern Standard Time, 2 hours ahead of Greenwich Mean Time and 1 hour
] ahead of Central European Time.

If you want to say “It’s one o’ clock”, you say: If you want to say “It’s quarter past one”, you say:

e,

[ine mia akrivés] £ ¢ [ine mia ké tétarto] SR

i - . . ' -":i E
Elvau pia akplpwg Elval pla kat Tétapto

If you want to say “It’s half past one”, you say: If you want to say “It’s quarter to one”, you say:

[ine mia para tétarto] A
Elval pia mapad tétapto

[REE
i,
2t

[ine mia ké misi] £
Elval pia kat pon g

= ¢ =

e N
., T L
ey ft®

v' When we use number “one” (1) [éna] to tell the time in Greek we say [mia] NOT [éna].
It’s one o’clock. [ine mia akrivés]

v' When we use number “three” (3) [tria] to tell the time in Greek we say [tris] NOT [tria].
It’s three o’clock. [ine tris akrivos]

v' When we use number “four” (4) [tésera] to tell the time in Greek we say [téseris] NOT [tésera].
It’s four o’clock. [ine téseris akrivos]

If you want to say “It’s five past three”, you say: If you want to say “It’s ten past three”, you say:

[ine tris ké pénde] & t [ine tris ké dékal _;"-':'—

Elval TpeLg KalL mévte Elval tpetg kot 6éka



If you want to say “It’s quarter past three”, you
say:

[ine tris ké tétarto]
Elval tpelg kot Tétapto

If you want to say “It’s twenty past three”, you
say:

[ine tris ké ikosi] Lo
Elval tpetg kat eikoot

If you want to say “It’s twenty-five past three”,
you say:

[ine tris ké ikosi pénde]

Elval Tpelg kal eikoot évte m g, % .3
et N
LTI

[ine tris ké misi]
Elval tpeLg kat pion

15:30 |CAERS)
il

If you want to say “It’s twenty-five to four”, you
say:

[ine téseris para ikosi pénde] ",
Elval Téooeplg mapd eikool mévte g 3

o
o o
Logpa | s

When we tell the time we use [sti] (for “one”) and [stis]
(for other numbers) along with the feminine accusative

of the cardinal numeral.

For example: “At one.” [sti mia] - “At six.” [stis eksi]

If you want to say “It’s twenty to four”, you say:

[ine téseris para ikosi]
Elval téooeplg mapd ikoot Ju

[para): used to tell the minutes before
the hour specified (note that the word
order is the opposite of that in English).

If you want to say “It’s quarter to four”, you say:

, , . . , A
[ine téseris para tétarto] Y
Elval Téooeplg mapd tETapto ’ =

If you want to say “It’s ten to four”, you say:

[ine téseris pard déka] "l
Elval téooeplg mopad déka

[ine téseris para pénde] Fp
Elval Téooeplg mapd mévte
L e
[ine dodeka]

[ine dodeka akrivos]

[ine do6deka to mesimeéri]

k|

< It’s twelve.
" It’s twelve o’ clock.
It’s twelve noon.

Cesy®: In order to determine the time of
== 19 .
A= day we are talking about, we use:
[to proi] in the morning
[to vradi] in the evening
[to mesiméri] at noon
[to apdjevma] in the afternoon

p— k|
It’s twelve midnight. [ine d6deka ta mesanixtal Lﬂf a.m. T W [pré mesimvrias] (before noon)
It’s midnight. [ine mesanixtal 4l pm. W 1. [metd mesimvrian] (after noon)
EXAMPLES
What time is it? [ti 6ra ine?]

It’s close to midnight.

What time are we leaving?
Around seven.

I am leaving in half an hour.

How long until we get to Athens?
In 15 minutes.

Wake me up at 8.

[kondévi mesanixta]

[ti 6ra Ba fiyume?]

[kata tis eptd]

[0a fiyo se misi ra]

[sé pdsi ora Ba ftasume stin aBina?]
[se dekapénde lepta]

[ksipna me stis oxtd]

You can find more words and phrases on Telling the time in the Glossary, on page 60
through 64. In the next unit you will learn TIME WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS.
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Time words & expressions m

Words and Phrases: when, never, rarely, always, now, immediately, soon, then, before, a little while
ago, shortly, after, later, earlier, until, today, morning, noon, afternoon, evening, night, tonight,
yesterday, the day before yesterday, tomorrow, the day after tomorrow, this year, last year, next year.

If you want to say:

when [pote],[6tan] TOTE, OTAV
never [poté] TOTE
rarely [spania] omavia
always [panda] mavra
now [tora] Twpa
immediately [amésos] OUEOWG
soon [sindomal] olVTOua
then [tote] TOTE
before [prin] TpLV

a little while ago [prin apd liyo] TPV amo Alyo
shortly [se liyo] o€ Alyo
after [meta] LETA

later [arydtera] apyotepa
earlier [noritera] vwpitepa
until [méxri] HEXPL
today [simera] onuepa
morning [proi] mpwi
noon [mesiméri] HLECNUEPL
afternoon [apdjevmal] anoysupa
evening [vradi] Bpadu
night [nixta] voxta
tonight [apopse] anoye
yesterday [xtés] XTEG

the day before yesterday [proxtés] T(POXTEG
tomorrow [avrio] avplo

the day after tomorrow [meB@avrio] pebavplo
this year [fétos] dEtog

last year [périsi] Tépuaol
next year [tu xrénu] TOU XpOVoU
EXAMPLES

Shall we meet at noon tomorrow?

Will | see you in the evening?

I will go shopping in the morning.
| work in the afternoon.

I will be there in a while.

Can we talk now?

He left a while ago.

[na sinandiBume avrio stiz d6deka to mesiméri?]
[0a se 00 to vradi?]

[0a pao ja psdiia to proi]

[Oulévo to apdjevma]

[Ba ime eki se liyo]

[borime na milisume téra?]

[éfije prin apd liyo]

You can find more words and phrases on Time words and expressions in the Glossary, on
page 63 through 64. In the next unit you will learn HOW TO DEFINE THE DATE.
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Dates Unit 10

Words and phrases: AD, BC, date(s), year(s), this year, next year, last year, leap year, decade(s),
century(-ies), March 22", Tuesday, May 22", on January 8, in 2020, in the 21% century, at the
beginning of..., in mid-..., at the end of..., by the end of ... .

If you want to ask or say: - What is the date today? - Today is... .

If you want to say:

AD [meta xristu] K.X. (LeTA XpLotou)

BC [préo xristu] T.X. (mpo XpLotou)

date [imerominia] (sing.) nUepopnvia

dates [imerominies] (pl.) NUEPOUNVIEG

year(s) [étos] (sing.) [éti] (pl.) €10G, £TN

this year [fétos] dEtog

next year [to epomeno étos] TO EMOUEVO £TOC

last year [to proiyumeno étos] TO TIPONYOU LEVO £TOG
leap year [0isekto étos] Sloekto €to¢

decade(s) [0ekaetia] (sing.) [0ekaeties] (pl.) Oekastia, SEKAETIES
century(-ies) [ednas] (sing.), [ednes] (pl) OLWVOLG, OLWVEG

March 22" [ikosi dio martiu] eikoot 8Uo Maptiou
Tuesday, May 22" [triti ikosi dio maiu] Tpltn, elkoot 6Uo Mailou
On January 8. [stis okté ianuariu] 2T1¢ okTw lavouapiou.
In 2020. [to &io xiiades ikosi] To 6U0 XIALAdEeG eikoot.
In the 21* century. [ton ikosto prdoto ednal] Tov €lkooTo TpwTo (21°) atwva.
At the beginning of... [stis arxés tu..] JTLC OPXEC TOU...

In mid-... [sta mésa tu..] J1a péoa tou...

At the end of ... [sta téli tu..] 31 TéAn Tou...

By the end of ... [méxri to télos tu..] MéxpL To TENOG TOU...

If you want to ask “What is the date today?” you say:

[ti imerominia éxume simera?] mThe date in Greek is written in the form of day-
]

TLnUepopnVia £XOULE ONUEPQ; I month-year.
March 22, 2058 is written 22/3/2058.

If you want to say “Today is... .”, you say:

EXAMPLE

[simera éxume..] ~
Today is the 3™ of December. [simera éxume tris dekemvriu]

ZNUEPA EXOULE... .

EXAMPLES

What’s the date today? [ti imerominia éxume simera?]

Today is the 1° of February. [simera éxume proéti fevruariu]

What was the date yesterday? [poso ixame xtés?]

It was the 1° of February yesterday. [xtés ixame proti fevruariu]

When did you come to Greece? [pote irBes stin eldda?]

| came to Greece in 2015. [irBa stin elada to dio Xilades dekapénde]

° You can find more words and phrases on Dates in the Glossary, on page 64 through 65. In
the next unit you will learn THE DAYS OF THE WEEK, THE MONTHS OF THE YEAR AND

THE ZODIAC SIGNS. )3



