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GRAMMAR IN DEPTH

This section is an overview of basic Japanese grammar. The section provides in-depth explanations of many of
the grammatical elements and sentence structures introduced in Lessons 1 through 10. The section also explains
some basic grammatical concepts, such as aspect and ellipsis, which will help you to understand the mechanics
of the Japanese Language.

m Basic sentence structures
There are three basic sentence structures in Japanese: (1) X & N-PrtV, (2) XY T, and (3) X1 Y 23Z.

n X ‘i N1-Pl’t1 (Nz'Prtz)v
“X 1Z N;-Prt; (N,-Prt,) V> is one of the most frequently-used sentence structures. What kind of N-Prts occur
depends on the verb.

(1) ﬁﬁd‘ E¥:S E 12 Y £9, (The Todaiji Temple is in Nara.)
(2) ﬂ\ iﬁﬁz{ﬁ’(\%& (247 & 97 (I go to school by bike.)
(3) 7J LAy y 7 SAIZCD & HIFFE L7, (Karen-san gave Eric-san a CD.)

ENX Y TF

“X 1Z Y T9 ”is used to express the idea of “X is Y” in English. Here, X is a noun, and Y is an i-adjective,
a na-adjective, or a noun.

(1) ZofudH LT (This fish is fresh.)
2) 7F& /u@%iﬁ%ﬂi ENWTd, (Aki-san’s room is clean.)
3) rYhEARHF V&T“TO (Kent-san is a Canadian.)

In addition to the above use, “X I3 Y T ” is used to express a variety of meanings when the meaning
relationship between X and Y is understood from the situation or context. For example, in (4), Speaker A
first tells Speaker B that Speaker A drinks milk every morning . After that, Speaker B can tell what he/she
drinks every morning, using “X £ Y T,” without repeating the same verb and adverb.

4) A: iébiﬁ:\gﬂ; I ’%ﬁ}){& ¥ 9, (I drink milk every morning.)
B: %9 TId iltﬂi 22—t —T7, (Is that so? I drink coffee. (lit. I'm coffee.))

Another example is (5), which literally means “Tanaka-san is New York now.”
(3) EHEPéMiv._:L—a—7T“TO

However, since it is obv1ous that Tanaka-san is not New York, it’s interpreted as “Tanaka-san is in New
York now,” “Tanaka-san lives in New York now,” “Tanaka-san works in New York now,” etc., depending
on the context.

As a matter of fact, in many situations, “X | Y T3 ” is used instead of “X I Y IZH D FF WV FEF,”
because when Y represents a location, it is easy to interpret “X {Z Y T3 ” as “X exists in Y.”

(6) ﬁ@@i %%%g%@b—ﬁ]}%“fﬁ"o (The bookstore is on the first floor of the Student Union.)
(7)) FA47&7+—7 &i%@é;l E u'jj L T9, (Knives and forks are in that drawer.)

ENXI2YHZ(Seel.6#7andL.8#2)

The sentence structure “X 13 Y A% Z” is used when the predicate involves expressions of preference (e.g.,
ﬂ% &5 W), skills (e.g., J:? 1 E?) desire (e.g., 1T L \»), and ability (e.g., TX 5,4 75‘6). In
thls use, Y represents what the person lrkes is good at, wants, etc.

(1) =y sART LZJ‘ZE@ & T3, (Eri-san loves sushi.)
(2) i._ltﬂix R—=v ﬁfﬁf“@@‘o (I’'m not good at sports.)
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N

(3) i‘é‘i a7EENY LAY 9, (I understand some Russian.)

b

“X 1Y A% Z” is also used to describe characteristics of X. In this use, Y represents a part of X or something
that characterizes X.

4) i@tﬂi H ﬁfglﬂf“ﬂ‘o (I have bad eyesight.)

(5) Eﬁéﬁ (FADZ T, (There are many people in Tokyo.)

LHEn)

(6) Z @Eci/\"z Z BBV LWTT, (This store serves good pasta dishes.)

B Particles

Attached to nouns, sentences, etc., particles indicate the relations of the preceding nouns to the predicates,
add additional meanings to the preceding words or phrases, or indicate the functions of the preceding
sentences.

M Case particles

Particles that indicate the semantic relation of the preceding noun and the predicate are called case particles.
V3, &2, N, T, &, 5 and £ T are case particles.

(1-1. B
%% is commonly referred to as “subject marker.” When the predicate is an action verb, X in “X 7% is the
actor of the action. When the predicate is a state word (e.g., an adjective, a state verb like & %, a noun + T
97), X is someone or something in that state.

1) . v “/ﬁi&/y“(“b\ F3 X | (Look! An eagle is flying!)
(2) A COBMIZDHY £F A (Whatis in this building?)

B: %@’i’ A7z T7UTHHY ET, (Abookstore and a cafeteria are there.)
(3) Eﬁ@&ﬂigﬁ%w“@?o (My dog has short legs.)

[ 1-2. R

% marks the direct objects of verbs.
(1) THhEAFE—LES ﬂ\ﬁz(& ¥ L725 (Mari-san drank three beers.)
(2) iéﬂi%&%jiéﬁ& F¥ Ao (Idon’t read newspapers.)

Note that what is recognized as direct objects in English are not necessarily presented with % in Japanese.
(3) wantX = X A%FIL W callX*XLE-é,jﬁgT% meetX—*XE/é%’)

An important rule regarding % is that % cannot be used more than once for a single verb. The following

sentence is ungrammatical. (See L.3 %iﬁ/ — b Suru-verbs.)

4) x v iﬁ)/f?ﬁi@‘ b= %E)E?ETZ; S @L@Eﬁ’i”f % (to do research on cancers)

EIEN
12 is used with nouns that indicate times, locations of existence, destinations, spaces to enter, surfaces of
contact , indirect objects, etc.

(1) /L:’:%H 6 H?G_Z%g & F L7z, (I gotup at six this morning.) [time]
2) 4. Eﬁm—:“‘ ¥3, (I'minKyoto now.) [location of existence]

wE
4

(3) E}ﬂLEjl_ N )Z;L\; .L% = 17 & ¥9, (I'mgoing to Hiroshima tomorrow.) [destination]
4) Zhﬁ‘%ﬁ&éb_lgkk) ESCa
(I’'m taking a bath now. /lit. I’'m entering a bath now.) [space to enter]
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(5) TyryicELilofzdfis L.
(Idrew a plcture of Mt. Fuji on a T-shirt.) [surface of contact]
(6) VXA EIZLW)%J%’W)"S:%D‘i L7z
(I gave Liz-san a Japanese souvenir.) [indirect object]
(7) DASARZIZALF—FRVF—%bo0nE L7,
(I got a keychain from Emi-san.) [indirect object]
(8) —EMI < VANMTE TS (I go to the gym three times a week.) [duration]

Vo lsipaT

12 is also used with the masu-stems of motion verbs (e.g., 1T <, ﬂ% %, etc.) to indicate purpose.
(See L.8 #5.)

(9) =a—gF—r 32— /ﬁ)b%ﬁ,"ggf’lﬂfﬂ‘o

(I want to go to New York to see a mus1cal.)

1-4. Fo¥
~\ marks the direction of a moving action such as ﬁ‘ <, 5'579 and ‘)‘% 5.
(1) F78=1 ’\ﬁb‘% f1& %9, (I'mgoing to a department store to shop.)

A direction can be marked by (2, too. The difference between the direction marker (2 and “ is very subtle.
The essential difference between the two is that when (2 is used, the speaker recognizes the place as the
destination or the point of contact as the result of a moving action, whereas when " is used, the speaker
recognizes the place as the direction to which the person/thing moves.

15 ¢
T is used to mark places of actions/events, means, etc.
(1) ﬂ\ Ivnoy iﬁ'ﬁ V@ﬁﬂ?ﬁ L Z 9, (Ialways study at the library.) [place of an action]
(2) ﬁ%u@ﬁ!f a /'H‘ FAHY E,
(There is a concert in this park this evening.) [place of an event]
3) Z @E ﬁﬁ’@? TAANMTEET, (I'm going to Alaska by boat this summer.) [means]
M)beﬁﬁ fx~w%i%ibto
(I wrote an email in Japanese for the first time.) [means (language) |
(5) £H5THT 5”%1’]{5 D ¥ L7z (I made asalad with tofu.) [means (materials) ]
6) 74 ‘é/ubi:tjbﬁ“/“«rﬂ’ NI AEZFILLE L

(Ai-san cleaned the Japan House by herself.) [means (a number of people) ]

| 1-6.
& represents the idea of “with” as in “I played tennis with John.”
(1) iéﬂi Vard&ALlT =A% L% L7, (Iplayed tennis with John-san.)

& is also used when verbs and adjectives represent a reciprocal relationship, as in (2) ~ (4).
2) VHRAIFTY b /véﬁl}% L % L7:, (Lisa-san married Matt-san.)
(3) ¥FZA CiIE% SALIFAD»LE L7z (Maki-san had a fight with Masao-san.)
4) o E%ﬁ iﬂx@ E%ﬁ & I_J LG9, (This bike is the same as my bike.)

L TAL=® br:L

Other reciprocal words include % = I (to meet) , ;ig L& & 9 (to discuss), and J g 9 (to differ).
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In addition, & is used as a quotative marker, as in (5) and (6).
(5) BoSARFHANGD 2wEFoTwFE L7
LA L I 1zA WA W
(Shinji-san said that he wanted to return to Japan.)
(6) I;léli&i g’\‘%@)ﬁfa‘o‘ WL b\éﬁ%b\ F 9, (I think that foods are delicious in Japan.)

»5and ¥ T
2*6 and % T mark starring points and ending points, respectively.
(1) TOEIZH 2L/ 10KETHYTWET,
A Hs r 5 r E2)
(This store is open from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.)
(2) wTN2H ?Z'E‘?% FTHATIT& E L7z (Itook a bus from the hotel to the airport.)

[EE=H Absence of 5 and &

The case particles %% and % do not appear in certain structures.

a. When (3 and % mark “N#*” or “N%,” they supersede #* and %.

(1) %ﬂiﬁ#@@% T A, u&j#‘g&) ER) ig_?% Ledh)EEA,
(I like fish, but I don’t like meat so much.)

(2) ggi I v %gi;%gﬁ;)w F9A, A AF —{‘Eﬁz{& FH A
(My father drinks wine and sake, but not whisky.)

(3) i{tﬂi"f v —iﬁili% T NAT v b *‘—Jbﬁiﬁilj &T9,
(1 like soccer. I like basketball, too.)

4) ﬂﬂiﬁi@;%ﬁz\&iﬁ‘ho a—t “‘%‘ﬁ%{(&i“ﬁ‘/\/o

[£459

(My mother doesn’t drink alcohol. She doesn’t drink coffee, either.)

Note that when {& and % mark nouns with the other case particles, they form double particles.
(5) = 0)5{{6: FEThH \/W\Eﬁ%fﬁﬁ) ) £9, (There is a very good library in this town.)

6) = 0){]\_%5@@% v FTH %?EU Z e TEF 9, (You can read this novel on the Internet, too.)
(7 HON LiZ7T— M L7z %W TF, (Idon’t want to date that person.)

b. #* and % usually drop after EJ » and Zh b,
(8) ﬁ,[f)‘%%}){& F L & 92 (Shall we drink something?)
9 Z @%iﬂ)?f: 272N H W 30 (Is someone in this room?)

[EA Adverbial particles

Some adverbial particles indicate the preceding elements’ functions in the sentences, and others add
additional meanings to the preceding elements.

[ 2-1. 5
a. |3 is used to present topics.
(1) BHEEROARFEDHAETT . (Prof. Kuroda is my Japanese teacher.)
A 12 gAgw bl 2 BEA = AR

2) A: i{tbiﬁi‘%ﬁ“ﬁj% T3, (Ilike music.)
B: %9 T3ho ﬁ%gﬁﬁﬁj & T3 A (Is that so? What kind of music do you like?)
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b. {3 is used to mark contrastive elements.
(3) iébix/\“/f ‘/E_Egg}j Léj# DEFH5 KL b ﬁ‘)vé_ﬁgéj# NFHAo

(I understand some Spanish, but don’t understand Portuguese.)

c. |3 indicates elements of negation.
4) Z@i? v TEHEDY ﬁj% LW T9,
(My elder sister doesn’t like rap so much. (She likes other types of music, though.))
(5) BIEBIHIEZ 7 AT E 2 A

(I’'m not going to class tomorrow. (I’m going to class on other days, though.))
(6) FAEWIH 2 7 212137 & T A,

(I'm not going to class tomorrow. (I’m going to other places, though.) )

d. |3 does not occur after Q-words and Q-words + 7.
(7) x E)%Lg{wif—% 1 — b:f:“ngﬁfi T > HLIDOIN—=F 4 — ciffhﬁ%éi T h
(Who’s coming to tomorrow’s party?)

(8) X FIAHHIECH ) 540 — GHIEIIR 05 T3

3

(Is there something in the refrigerator?)

[ 2-2. k2

a. % is used to mean “also; too; either.”
(1) Lz AR Fﬂ_lf%ifﬂ"o (Ueno-san is a painter.) JIIHS Ai@%‘:ﬁfﬁ"o (Kawada-san is also a
painter.)

2) Rvx /ubi%:’% Lx®» ) ¥ A, (Ben-san is not a student.) 7 ¥ & Aﬁ%gi LxdhFH
Ao (Ann-san is not a student, either.)

3) ¥E—%—3¥ v -—fﬁ&j & T¥, (Peter likes soccer.) ?:Zﬁﬁj% T, (He likes tennis,
t00.)

Note that the second sentence in (1) cannot be used as a second sentence in (4).
4) NIl AREHROFETT (Kawada-san is a high-school teacher.) x JI[HH & Aﬁ@%{f@‘
s gl,,],Eﬁ BAIZ _;Lfl%ﬁfﬁ"o (Kawada-san is also a painter.)

b. When % follows Q-words in negative sentences, it means “no ~; (not) any -.”
(3) ﬁ\ E{ﬁ%f\‘f: { %W T, (Idon’t want to eat anything now.)
6) = @%B@ WZix7Zh b v As (Noone is in this room.)
(7) 2% /vj;:tggﬂi EZiZbwERA, (We can’t find Nyantaro anywhere.)

[N Sentence particles

Sentence particles are attached to sentences and indicate that the speaker is asking the hearer a question,
asking for confirmation or agreement from the hearer, emphasizing what he/she is saying, etc.

[EZEM 7/ [Question]
1 95 % C“g){( % 7ﬁ'\ F L72% (Have you eaten your lunch yet?)
2) ZhiF7Zho %%%iﬁf@‘io (Whose bike is this?)



© 2018 Michio Tsutsui [All rights reserved./ SEBTERE; - R EZZEL £ 7]

In casual speech, %* drops and the sentence is pronounced with rising intonation. (When written, “?” is
used to indicate that the sentence is a question.)

(3) /%:%\ JS— T g — L:ﬁ < @ ? (Are you going to the party tonight?)

[EZFA 12 [Confirmation/agreement]
(1) f,\ H. fﬁ(%ﬂi HWTT4, S (Wehave no homework today, have we?) [confirmation]

2) = @ﬁ%&i% LW T34 Vv (This homework is difficult, isn’t it?) [agreement]

[EZEN & [Emphasis]
(1) 722R&EBVLWTT L, I (Takoyaki is delicious, 1 tell you.)

2) L7 %Kgﬁ Gifl;%k'(“@‘io 7 (The post office is closed tomorrow, you know.)

28 Noun-listing particles
[ 4-1. R

& and % both list nouns. The difference is that “A & B” implies “A and B, and that’s all” (i.e., exhaustive
listing) while “A <> B” implies “A, B, etc.” (i.e., non-exhaustive listing). (See L.3 #2 and #5.)

(1) K LLEAELS 75’1’[(5 D ¥ L7 (I made tempura and miso soup (and nothing else).)
(2) %?%f %i@) % ;:é' WZ L7z, (Ibought vegetables and fruits (and more).)

[ 4-2. B
2~ lists nouns as alternatives; i.e., “A %* B” means “A or B.” (See L.8 #4.)
(1) iéﬂiﬂ‘ LERES ﬁfg’\‘f: WTT, (I want to eat sushi or tempura.)

[EA Prenominal particles
Prenominal particles occur before nouns and indicate that the preceding words modify the following nouns.

[ 5-1. kA
72 is used when na-adjectives modify nouns. (See L4 #3.)
(D ﬁ?yﬁ‘ﬁf{ (a quiet town) ; 1%1;']27 71 (ahandy app)

7% is also used with nouns when the following words contain @ or A in the first syllable, such as ® T and

ATY. (See L.8 #6 and #7, and L.9 #2.)
(2) ’;7\ H biﬂg@ HZnT, ;ﬂﬁ;( bi@o& T, (Today is Sunday, so the post office is closed.)

(3) i‘-[fbifij %g&i'&/\/o RV 5T V7% ATT, (Idon’t eat meat. I’m a vegetarian.)

(5-2. [
@ is used when nouns modify nouns. (See L.1 #1 and L.5 #1.)
(1) ELEO)% (my car) ; ?»(??0) L%;ﬁ’i‘;v (a university library) ; 7“‘-—7°)I/0)I (under the table)

A Preverbal particle (Z

The preverbal particle I is affixed to na-adjectives and indicates that the preceding na-adjectives modify
the following verbs. (See L.10 #1.)

(1) &%D @%ﬂ@ﬁfﬁiﬁ‘ﬁff 0 F L7z (The room next door became quiet.)
(2) M LAENWICARD F L7, (The bathroom is clean now.)
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Polite forms and plain forms

Verbs, i-adjectives and da have polite forms and plain forms, as seen below:

Polite Plain
ELET T
Verb &3 %
FELELE L~
3% 3%
I SLTT =1
l-adjective _ P
=Sh-57=TT =h o7
7= pr
(b 25%) TF (B&b 25%) 72
Da Ly HEEWN Ly H<EN
(Bgh $5E) TUE (BED/FHE) o1
(%a B Ly BN

Polite forms are used in polite speech (e.g., when you want to talk to someone politely, when you talk to a
person you don’t know well, etc.) and plain forms are used in casual speech (e.g., when you talk to your
friends, family members, etc.). (See L.8 #3.)

(1) (A student to his teacher) 7 & b i3 LTI (Is the test difficult?)

(2) (Student X to Student Y) i%%(i%i ?  (Is kanji difficult?)

(3) (A teacher to his/her students) g‘{gzibi &9 TL72Ho (How was the weekend?)
(4) (Student X to Student Y) ﬁi(i &9 o727 (How was the weekend?)

In casual speech, 72 usually drops unless it is followed by sentence particles. (See E. Auxiliaries, 1. Da.)

Plain forms are also used in certain grammatical structures, such as DT, A7, TEW3H 5, T W TE 5,
EEI - u 9, etc.
L6 AR VEGOT, 4 AR VEEBEL T,
(I’m going to Spain, so I’m studying Spamsh now.)
(6) ﬁ:%\ IN—TF 4 —E:ﬁ% FHA. HBLETAMPHLATT,
(I'm not going to the party tonight. I have a test tomorrow.)
(7 Yﬁ%’i’ 500 < 5 lﬂmb‘ LM TEFE T, (Icanread about 500 kanji characters.)

(8) i M—Tﬁ—&iio HLAW 3: ;‘1 WEF, (I think kanji is interesting.)

m Aspect

The state of an action is called “aspect.” When an action is ongoing, the aspect is called “progressive,” and
when an action has been completed, the aspect is called “perfect.” In Japanese, these aspects are expressed
using grammar elements such as auxiliary verbs and adverbs.

ERV-te A3
V-te \» % represents either a progressive action or a perfect action depending on the type of verb. If a verb

represents an action that can continue (e. 2., uﬁﬂ' ﬁki}) V-te \» % represents a progressive action.
(See E. Auxiliaries, 2. (V-te)L)%)

(1) H EF' BAFF ¥y 8ALFELTWVE T, (Tanaka-san is talking with Chan-san.)

x7%
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EA %5 and ¥

The adverbs & 9 and ¥ 72 are used to indicate the aspect of an action clearly. d 9 indicates that the
current state of X has changed from the state of X some time ago (T,), and ¥ 72 indicates that the state of
X hasn’t changed since some time ago (T,). The following chart shows what & 9 and ¥ 72 mean when
they are used with the affirmative and negative forms of V-ze \* % and the past forms of verbs.

Point T, ——— = Point T,

(one point in the past) (the moment of speech)
Meaning atT, atT, Example
EI | (@) | lwas eating lunch. | | am eating lunch. BUEERIMERNTLEY,
The state at T, remains (I am still eating lunch.)
the same as the state (b) | was not eating | am not eating HEEEBIHREBN TV E A,
atT,. lunch. lunch. (I haven't eaten lunch yet.)
) | am not eating HRESBIHMEBNTWVEH A,
(c) | I'was eating lunch. :
55 lunch. (I'am not eating lunch_any longer.)

The state at T, has . - EDHIBIHREBNE LT
changed from the state (d) | 1 was eating lunch. | |fnished my lunch. (I have already eaten lunch.)
atT,.

| was not eating
lunch.

LS BIHRERNTVET,

(€) (I have already begun eating lunch.)

| am eating lunch.

b 9 and F 77 are also used with other forms of verbs as well as adjectives and nouns, as seen below. The
core meanings of 9 and ¥ 72 are the same here.

) )’rTi D ¥4 Ao (I'mnot going home yet.)
(2) %)_17);2 D £9, (I’m going home now (so the state will change).)
(3) iéﬂi Z @gl‘%ﬁfﬁl < 62‘75‘ ) Ao (Istill don’t understand this grammar well.)
(4) %@Eﬂi“f— EABENTT, BITETEA
(The service is bad at that restaurant. I won’t go there anymore.)
(5) él.:,gﬁ&}%@ 3 H I3 F t%\ﬂf‘ﬁ‘o (It’s still cold in March in Hokkaido.)
(6) Ab=7 %:oh‘t@“& ?b_’)%< ZWTT,
(I turned on the heater, so it’s not cold anymore.)
(7 ﬁ;‘%lg}%@ﬁﬁfﬁ L %WTTA, I BRIV TEE L7
(It’s not dinner time yet, but I'm already hungry.)

E Auxiliaries

Affixed to nouns, adjectives, and/or verbs, auxiliaries add meanings to the preceding words. Auxiliaries
conjugate. The conjugation patterns vary; some conjugate like verbs, some like i-adjectives, etc.

M Da (Here, da is used to refer to 7= and conjugated forms collectively.)

Da is an auxiliary that is affixed to nouns, na-adjectives, and other sentence elements that do not conjugate.
Because such elements cannot indicate a tense and a politeness level by themselves when used as a
predicate, da is affixed to them in order to indicate a tense and a politeness level.

(1) flt@iﬂ: TN @%ETTO (My mother is an elementary school teacher.)

[E4ES LEinioZd

2 z V)WTOD/\X 13H i V) ﬁﬂ U %% \CF, (The buses in this town are not very convenient.)

(3) Hﬂ% li 4 H—*f?b‘ 573, (The movie is from four o’clock.)
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Da conjugates as follows:

Plain form Polite form Te-form
Affirmative 72 <Y
Non-past

Negative Uxhun L»HWVWTT  LrhlEEA

Affirmative 7ot TL7~ <
Past CrEh-ETT
i M ) -
Negative Lrhhoi Lot 2 ATLRE

L2BWnTT, LoD EFEA, LehDdo72Td and Lo dH Y FHATL7 are all polite negative
forms. Recently, U % % \T9 and U % % 2*- 72T are more commonly used than U & ) & A and
L&Y A TL7Z. However, depending on how you say it, U % 7> T3 may sound like a strong
denial and can offend the hearer.

The negative polite forms U % 2\ T9 and ULx & V) £+ A are colloquial versions of TlE72\* T and
TlEdH Y T2 A, respectively. In written Japanese, TlLZ\ T3 and TiddH Y T2 A are commonly used.

72 drops in casual speech unless it is followed by sentence particles.
4) A% 7*’7‘@&;3 @ ? (Do you like karaoke?)
B:9 A, &j%\ff_l/llj% @, (Yeah,Ido.) (X 9 A, ﬁj%f_fo)
(5) A: &)@ﬁbi@% @ ? (Is that person a teacher?)
B: Wi, ;‘%:’%f:_i/’?ﬁa @o (No, he/she is a student.) (X W=, %%Eo)

A (V-te) L 3 (See D. Aspect, 1. V-tel)\3.)

Besides being used as a main verb, V5 is also used as an auxiliary verb. The auxiliary verb \*% occurs
with the fe-forms of verbs. The core meaning of “V-fe \» % ” is as follows:

(i) At one point in the past (T,), someone did something or something happened.

(ii) The state caused by the action in (i), whether it was a continual action or a momentary action, remains
the same up to the moment of speech (T,).

More specifically, “V-te \» % > means the following:
a. Action in progress

d—k-— ’&%g(/u TWw3 ((X) is drinking coffee.)
[X began drinking] ——— [X is drinking]
T T,
A continual action begins.  The same action continues.

(1) ﬂxbif,;\ X—JV%%WTWijO (I'm writing an email now.)

brL

(2) ! .‘Eﬂﬁ'ﬁﬁili?@:’gﬁ\ & i@‘ LTwF 9, (Prof Kuroda is talking with a student.)

o A

b. Resultant state

ﬁ?% LTw3 ((X) is married.)
[X got married] ——— [X is married]
T T
A momentary (= one-time) The state resulted
action was taken. from the action remains.
(3) ZOIUIFEA TV FEF o (This shellfish is dead.)
4) Zoav -—712,%@ ZbNTwF 9, (This copy machine is broken.)
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c. Habitual action

BH6EFICEE TS ((X) gets up at six every moming.)
[X got up at six] ——— [X gets up at six]
T T,
A repeatable action begins. The same action repeats.

(5) ﬁ:ﬂ 5 :"rﬂﬁo TwF94, (Irun5km every day.)
(6) V—A A— 1} kiéﬂi“—tlﬂt)bl \Eﬁ*ﬁ (meditation) % LTV E 9,

(My roommate and I practice medltatlon for 30 minutes every day.)

Some verbs can represent either a continual action or a momentary action. Thus, V-te \» 5 with those verbs
can express both an action in progress and a resultant state, as in (7) and (8).

(7) wEEARS VEY T THEPEETET,
(Kyoko-san is putting on a kimono in the living room now.)
[ % % here represents a continual action. — ?“( \» F 97: an action in progress]

(8) s /v&i/;,\xE?j\ 73-5%@7’2% TwEF,
(Kyoko is in kimono today. (Kyoko-san put on a kimono today, and she is still in it.)

[ % % here represents a momentary action. — %“C VW F 97 a resultant state]

d. The meanings of 1To'(b\6 ﬂET&‘é and }ﬂ?o'(l,\%'o

Verbs that represent a movement from one point to another (e.g., 1T <, k%, )’rT:‘ %) are called motion verbs.
“V-te \» % with a motion verb does not represent a progressive action. Rather it represents a resultant state,
as shown in (9) and (10).

9 7o rs /\/Gi s H ﬁb:ﬁo T F¥, (Brown-san went to Japan and is there now.)
(10) /%;# SARA7 4 AlZJF o> T FF, (Imai-san came back to the office and is here now.)
vEw P

e. The meanings of > T\'%
%

One of the meanings of E%FO is “to grab something.” Thus, - T\* % literally means “X grabbed something
and the state resulted from that action remains,” i.e., “X has something in his/her hand.”

(1) 2F S A &ié—_ﬁfc: AR ’5_’}?0 Tw* ¥, (Yuki-san has a smartphone in her left hand.)
Another meaning of %‘O is “to acquire possession.” With this meaning, %o TV % means “to possess.”
(12) V) =SARNYIZITHF 74 AEVER ST T T,
(Li-san has an office building in Bangkol?.)

f. The meaning of ﬁt‘

The English verb lzve is a state verb (i.e., a verb that represents a state), but E{r is not. Thus, to express
the idea of “to live,” 1*£/vf % is used rather than ﬁfb‘

(13) Ef 34— X FFUTIEATE T, (My elder brother lives in Australia.)
< ¥
Cf. i!zbiflé B i %?‘?;‘ib:{i& F 9. (I’'m going to live in Tokyo starting next month.)
S wiFo D& 7

(14) B 2 4R ¥ Y A R—NVIHEATVE L,

bkl AR 3

(I lived in Singapore two years ago.)

X BLE 2 AERT S YRR E L7

bl RAEZ k)
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EN (v-te) #% (SeeL.7 #6.)
The core meaning of “V-fe % ” is “V and see.”
(1) HAGBTEME T THET,
(I il wrrte a letter in Japanese and see what’ll happen./I’ll try to write a letter in Japanese.)
(2) H g!iﬁ_%“(?ﬁ: % %b Y CAF L7z, (Iwrote aletter in Japanese to see what would happen.)

Note that (2) means “I wrote a letter in Japanese,” not “I tried to write a letter in Japanese (but didn’t.)
Thus, this construction cannot be used to express the idea that someone tried to do something, but he/she
didn’t. (3) is ungrammatical.

(3) x BEHABCTHEGTHE LA, HEFLATLE,

W (v-masu) 7=\ “wanttoV” (See L.7 #5.)

72\ is an auxiliary i-adjective with the meaning of “want (to V).” It is attached to the masu-stems of
verbs. Because 72\ is an i-adjective, it conjugates as follows:

Non-past Past
Affirmative Negative Affirmative Negative
Polite (ﬁ%)f:b"{“'ﬁ' (ﬁ%)f:(fib‘f“?’ ( %)7"‘79 27=TY (ﬁ%)f:(fib‘o?‘tf“'@'
Plain (ﬁ'%)f:l,‘ (ﬁ%)?‘:(ti\,\ (ﬁ%)f:?’)‘o?‘: (T%)f‘(&?‘)‘of

(1) ¢ 71\/\11‘—11/75‘%%&71\/\‘(3"0 (I want to drink cold beer.)
(2) ?1% I ]~7/775::§;§1k:1, 7eho 2T,

(When I was a child, I wanted to drive a truck.)

When a third person wants to do something, V-masu 72%%% is used rather than V-masu 72 \>.
(See E. Auxiliaries, 5. (Adj(/)-stem) h'% below.)

A (Adj(i)-stem) 5* 3 “show signs of” (See L.7 #4 ~ 5.)

3% is attached to the stems of i-adjectives and expresses a third person’s desire, feelings (e.g., 9 1L L \»
(happy), %27 L\ (sad), &L\ (lonely)) and sensations (e.g., %—w (hot), %w (cold), ﬁpﬁb\ (painful) ).

%% is an auxiliary u-verb, so the te-form is %> . In order to express a third person S des1re feelings, etc.,

3% is commonly used in the form of 5> T\»%. (See S/ —hkin L.9)

(1) rv& /\/Cifﬁiﬁ% FELA o TWE T, (Ken -san wants a girlfriend.)
(2) m* S AT El ZIK'\)'rﬁ 072935 TWFF, (Takagi-san wants to go back to Japan.)
(3) A /f s /u&ii&ﬁﬁ’i’ Zhho>TwEF, (May-san is afraid of earthquakes.)

%% is used with only a limited number of na-adjectives (e.g., T@?i) (proud), VX255 (resist V), #
Wb L H3% (annoyed) ) .

A % 5 [impression] (See L.9 #3.)

%9 is affixed to the stems of i-adjectives and na-adjectives. It is primarily used to express the speaker’s
impression from what he/she sees, but it is also used to express his/her impression about something (or
someone) after hearing or reading about it (or him/her).

(1) (After hearing about a course) % I — A Giﬁ:’;éii)“%a < ‘(ZE%‘:% ) T
(That course sounds tough with a lot of homework, doesn’t it?)
(2) (After reading reviews on a restaurant) ZOL A b7 Y IiZBWLEH TY,

(It sounds like this restaurant serves delicious dishes.)
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The negative ending 7 \» changes to 7 ¥ before € ).
(3) (After reading a movie review) < @E}!&)Fgﬂiﬁ) FOBOILALBREE)TY,

(It sounds like this movie is not very interesting.)

Although it is not very common, % 9 is sometimes used with the negative forms of verbs, as in (4).
(4) FIHSARHAOEREH IS HEZ) TY,

(It looks like Maeda-san doesn’t know much about Japanese history.)

%9 is an auxiliary na-adjective; the noun-modifying form is Z ) 7 and the adverb form is Z 9 IZ.
(5) BWLZE) Zr—%%3b50nF L7z, (lit. I received a delicious-looking cake.)
(6) gf}‘] iﬁlﬁﬁ’f‘@‘ho (lit. (That’s) a handy-looking watch, isn’t it?)
(7) AA &77?; LZ9HIT ?;Eﬁf{ ’a’:%ﬁf{o TwE 9, (It looks like everybody is singing songs happily.)

E Nominalizers
Nominalizers are affixed to phrases and sentences to change them to noun-equivalents. (Cf. English
nominalizers: fo in “I like to travel alone,” and that in “I know that Harry loves Meghan.”)

)]
!Ignominalizer @ is used in certain sentence patterns, including X 234f & 72 & H\W72 / EF72 /T F
7RI E TR ! .
(1) Fa43 Ati?}gi@@g%% & Z;Q?b“iljé‘x T3,
(Choi-san likes to take pictures of animals.)
(2) i{tﬂiéﬁ)ggﬁﬁﬁﬂ'ﬂiﬁﬁf“@ﬂ‘o (I'm bad at speaking in front of people.)

As a matter of fact, ® T consists of the nominalizer @ and T3, which means that “S ® T3 > has the
same structure as “N "¢3".” (In casual speech, A T is used instead of @ T In this case, the nominalizer
is A . (See H. Important sentence patterns, 3. ATY sentences.)

it
gnominalizer Z & is used in sentence patterns such as ~Z & %%L[lo Twh, ~Z¢& %i%:;h% , ~liE~
LR, ~TENTEL, and ~T VD 5.
(1) l;::laif“ﬂi:l YEZTa¥—HFTE ZJQ’@?%L[IO TWETh,
(Do you know that in Japan you can make copies at convenience stores?)
(2) ks /vf)“é!é%l_&%ghfw FLl7
(I"d forgotten that Yuki-san is coming (to my place) tonight.)
(3) %0) L@ &ﬂir"ﬁ%"%?ﬁ { 2,79, (My hobby is painting.)
(4) iﬁ@?’/\“*— b2 %%ﬂg[ﬂ%%éifﬁ"@ % ¥3, (Icansee Mr. Fuji from my apartment.)
(5) 7TAAT FATo72 28 HB Y 5% (Have you ever been to Iceland?)

m Connecting verbs, adjectives, and sentences
In Japanese, verbs, adjectives, and sentences are connected in various ways. One way is by using the fe-
forms of verbs, i-adjectives and T3, and another way is by using conjunctions such as 7*% and ®C.
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[ Teforms (See L6 #1 and L.7 #1.)

a. When te-forms are used alone, i.e., when they are not followed by auxiliary verbs such as \*% and < 7Z& Y,
te-forms indicate that the sentences do not end there. They are often translated as and in English.
(D g@;k\ VAN fTo ’f%?] L % L7z, (I wenttoagym and exercised during the weekend.)
»IED v el D
(2) E_&i E WRELT, 47 A TF s (My elder brother is a handsome man with big eyes.)
(3) AIZZTRFOMIEET, EVFRXZHEZLTVET,
bl PSR/ ARY & hAatw ‘AT

(I’'m a senior at Yua University and a business major.)

Note that te-forms do not carry any information regarding tenses and politeness levels. Those are indicated
in the main predicates.

b. The te-forms of verbs carry various meanings. Their meanings are determined according to the context.
A common meaning is that the action represented by V-fe is taken before the action represented by the
following verb (i.e., two actions in sequence), as in (1). Other meanings include means, manners, and
reasons, as in (4) ~ (6).

(4) Ridno %)i;'?f_‘f?b(??’\ﬁ & 3, (Ialways go to the university on foot.) [means]
(5) W) SAREBOEHTLET Y a Y& T LI

(Yukari-san went to the reception in a kimono.) [manner]
(6) i];g%l = /vbiﬁ% & w‘mﬁ%gﬁﬁ% ROE L7

(Murayama-san had a fight with the president, and quit the company) [reason]

c. In ~Twu &< &Ly, the preceding te-form represents the reason that something is good or not good.
(7) ZOT7/8=FiFFx ¥ 82U TV TY,
(This apartment is close to the z;mpus and good.)
(8) i{t@%ﬂ%ﬁ )% &L TELHRWVTT, (My room is noisy and not good.)

EADOTvs. 25

M T and 75 both indicate a reason. (See L.7 #2 and L.8 #7.) The difference between ® T and 75
is that @ T presents a reason without making a point that the preceding statement is the reason for what is
said in the main clause. On the other hand, when S %* 5 is used, S is emphasized as a reason more than S
@ T. (In this respect, you may say that ® T is an “implicit because” and 5 is an “explicit because.”)
Because of this, 7* 5 is not appropriate in some situations. For example, in (1) and (2), the 7* 5 sentences
sound like the speaker emphasizes the reasons, which have nothing to do with the hearer, in asking for
information or asking a favor; therefore, the sentences sound self-centered and rude to the hearer.

(1) BARMZBEXZW{OT,/ 725, WhL AT V%ﬁif(hit‘/m)o

12 EANEY D 7z

(I want to eat Japanese dishes. Could you give me (the name of) a good restaurant?/

Because I want to eat Japanese dishes, could you give me (the name of) a good restaurant?)
(2) I?lﬁb::%’ﬁ’ LET {OT/ 2?05}, ﬁ%ﬂ?‘%,}%“f EZZVEREAD,

(I'm going to study in Japan. Do you mind writing a recommendation letter for me?/

Because I’'m going to study in Japan, do you mind writing a recommendation letter for me?)

Note that in (2), the polite form L % 3 is used before ® T, but this is not ungrammatical. In fact, this is a
way to express the speaker’s politeness to his/her addressee.
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m Important sentence patterns

[l % % .\ 3 sentences (= existential sentences)

Sentences that involve & % and \* % are called existential sentences. Existential sentences appear in several
different sentence patterns.

a XICYPHD B (See L5 #2)

This pattern involves no topic (i.e., i is not used). It is used, for example, when you describe what you
have just seen, as in (1) and (2).

(1) . %@IC_Z/T\ a3 F 3 X, (Look! There’s a cat under the car!)
2) HBTILT—AVEYEDHY ET L T—AVEANTLE o

(There’s a ramen shop there. Let’s have ramen.)

b. XICKRYP»HB W3
In this pattern, X (= location) is presented as the topic; therefore, the focus is on Y (= what exists in X).
(3) Eébig;%;ﬁﬁfzyj &TY, Eﬁﬁb:ciﬁf};’?’ﬁﬁ’? Ehwn tcf)iﬁf: CSAHYET,

(Ilove Kyoto. There are many temples, shrines, and beautiful spots in Kyoto.)

C.XIZYHHB LB (See L5 #6.)

In this sentence pattern, there is no location particle {Z. Because of this, this sentence pattern conveys the
meaning of possession rather than the meaning of existence.

4) MEBEVHINH ) TEA (I don’t have much money.)
35 Yy /\/Eﬁiﬁ%}n\b\ % 9. (Lin-san has two younger brothers.)

d.XTYHPHS (See L5 #7.)

This sentence pattern is used to tell someone that an event takes place in a certain place. Note that the
location particle T is used instead of (2.

(6) iﬂ N ‘//\°7\§%‘§l§0) TEDNDHY 3. (There’s a student rally on campus today.)

e YIIXIZHD LB (See L5 #5)
In this sentence pattern, Y (= what exists) is presented as the topic; therefore, the focus is on X (= where Y is).
(7 ﬁ@ &S %%%g%b: Y 3, (The bookstore is in the Student Union Building.)

EA ~ ¥ AD “Wouldyoulike ~?" vs. ~F L &£ 5 “Let's~.”

The difference between ~F-# A %> and ~F L & 9 is that ~ F & A 7> is a hearer-centered expression
while ~ F L & 9 is a speaker-centered expression. Thus, ~ F & A 7 sounds like the speaker respects
hearer’s intention, whereas ~ % L & 9 has no such implication.

Another difference is that ~ % -8 A% is used both (a) when only the hearer is the actor, as in (1), and (b)
when both the speaker and the hearer are the actors, as in (2). ~% L X 9, on the other hand, is used only
when both the speaker and the hearer are the actors.
(1) é,:gjg\ jflt@ I BIZKFERAD. (Would you like to come to my house this evening?)
= 3 %
(x By BIkELLI.)
(2) Vo L XICHEICITE HA D (Would you like to go to a movie together?)

AW

Cf.wo Lk L:lyi&}[_jilﬁ EFL 19, (Let’s go to a movie together.)
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Another important point is that ~ & A %* is not appropriate when it has already been decided or it is
known that the action will be taken. For example, a teacher can say (3) to his/her students in the classroom,
but he/she cannot use ~ F & A 7" in this situation.

(3) TiE. f‘o%? ’i’@jﬁ LEL LS. (Now, let’s study kanji.)
(x Tl SN LBIMLEEAD)

[El A T sentences (See L.8 #6 and L.9 #2)
AT and its variations (e.g., DT, A7Z, D) are used in various situations.

a. Asking for an explanation, providing an explanation, and asking for confirmation

One typical situation in which AT is used is when the speaker asks for an explanation from the hearer
about what the speaker has just recognized in the way the hearer appears. For example, if the speaker sees
the hearer reading a travel guide, he/she may say (1), using A "C3". In this case, the sentence without A C
9 is not acceptable.

(1) Z)jﬁ 119 5 A TE 2 ((Isee you reading a travel guide. Is it that) you’re going on a trip?)
(x AT LET)

A T is used when the speaker provides an explanation, too. For example, if the speaker notices that the
hearer sees him/her reading a travel guide, he/she provides an explanation using A C79, as in (2). Here
again, the sentence without A "C§ is not acceptable.

(2) 3 —1a vt~ fr {_A T, ((You see me reading a travel guide. It is that) I’m going to
Europe.) (X I—1u v /\”’\ﬁ EFE9.)

A T is also used when the speaker has learned something that the hearer already knows, and wants to
ask the hearer about it or confirm it with the hearer. (3) and (4) are examples of this situation.

(B) EHLT =T+ — RGP T2 ATE B (Why (is it that) you didn’t come to the party?)
(X & LTR=F 4 —ITRELATLIA)

4) ¥4 EALT—MT5ATT A ((sit that) you are going to have a date with Kay-san?)
(X T4 SAETF—=FLETH)

Another situation in which AT is used is when the speaker provides an explanation of what he/she has
just said. (5) is an example.

(5) €E—Fvv ﬂig’ii“&/m E—JF vy« 7LLF—-RATT,
(I don’t eat peanuts. I have a peanut allergy.)
What is common in all the situations above is that some kind of information, whether visual or linguistic,
is shared between the speaker and the hearer first and that the speaker is asking a question, or making a

statement, about it.

b. Lead-in sentences before asking a favor, asking a question, etc.

A T3 % is used in lead-in sentences before sentences that ask a favor, ask a question, etc., as in (6) and (7).
(6) Jefk. HMDHZATTA, W TID

(Professor, I have a question. Is it all right (to ask) ?)
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(7) Yary&hi, bro &XSEE\/\ﬁW)é ATED, W TE D,

(John-san, I have a favor to ask of you. It is all right (to ask)?)

c. Assertion with emotion

AT is used when the speaker asserts something with emotion, as in (8).
(8) A: &9 5FE5VTT, (Idon’tlike tofu.)
B:Tdb., &9 ﬁubiﬁclbw\/\f@j X o (But tofu is good for you, you know.)

Using A T3 properly is very important, because not using A T3 when it should be used or using A
T when it shouldn’t be used can cause confusion or a misunderstanding for the hearer. For example,
(9) is simply asking the hearer if the hearer is going to Kim-san’s birthday party, while (10) sounds like
the speaker has learned from someone that the hearer is going to Kim-san’s birthday party, and asking the
hearer if it is true. Thus, in some situations (10) may sound accusatory.

9) FLRADOFAHIN—F 4 —ATE LT D

FeAlrd OF

(Are you going to Kim-san’s birthday party?)
(10) ¥ & S ADFLEL S =7 1 =17 ATT D
(Are you going to Kim-san’s birthday party?)

IZJ Reporting sentences (See L.9 #5.)
Reporting sentences are sentences that convey to the hearer what someone (= X) said.

In reporting sentences, when X is a third person, %o T\ % L7z is commonly used.
(1) 74 SAE OASARFEBL T2 BT LT,

(Ai-san said that Yumi-san is married.)

%o TV F 7 is another common form when X is a third person. This form implies that the speaker assumes
that what X said is what X still thinks at the moment of speech.

@)74éku\@&éhdﬁﬁwa%kﬁofwiTo

(Ai-san says that Yumi-san is married.)

?U‘ % L 7z is yet another form. This form simply describes X’s saying something as his/her act in the past
rather than reporting what X said. In (3), for example, the focus is on Ai’s act of saying something at one
point in the past.

G)74§Au\@&éAuﬁgwaéa§wiLto

(Ai-san said that Yumi-san is married.)

To directly quote what someone said, you use the quotation marks ([ ). Note that the quotative marker
L is necessary in this construction, too.

4) 74 EAI I—V@Jfé/\/iiﬁé‘{b%tfwi?‘oj é%o“(b‘i L7z

(Ai-san said, “Yumi-san is married.”)

3 Comparative sentences

Comparatives sentences appear in a variety of sentence patterns. One of them is “X & Y & &H 5 O)Zﬁﬁ
Adj.” (See L.10 #5-2-1.) In this pattern, “V-plain.non-past @ * can be used in the positions of X and Y.
(See F. Nominalizers, 1.0 .)

() A BIRERDOLTHOL LE SO P& T
(Which do you prefer, watching baseball or playing it?)
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B:(¥5&0) %Zz ujj?b“ilj & T9, (I prefer watching it (to playing it).)

Note that in (1B) @ is not necessary after % % because ? serves as a nominalizer.
)

Ellipsis
In Japanese, some sentence elements are usually left unsaid in certain situations.

a. The first person and second person pronouns

The first person and second person pronouns are usually left unsaid unless they are contrastive elements or
elements under focus.

(1) 8EDH)LXIALN T ArEFE Lz (I went to karaoke with Yuki-san yesterday.)

(2) o ili’?i:,ﬁ\? ) ﬁﬁiﬁﬁ%ﬂ} D 9% (Areyou going to take a Japanese course next term, too?)
Cf. A SAEN=T A —IATE T RBATE T A,
(Kimi-san is going to the party, but I’'m r:th.) [contrastive]

b. The same topics in second sentences

When two adjacent sentences share the same topic, the one in the second sentence is usually omitted.
B)UVéA@:@%%@@ﬁ%f?og:yel—y%E&waiﬁo

(Lin-san is a senior at this university. He/she is majoring in computer science.)

c. Elements that appeared in the preceding sentences

The elements that appeared in the preceding sentences are usually omitted except for the predicates.
4) A:d9 iﬁsﬁ%’i’ ';En WwF L72%% (Have you bought the textbook yet?)
B:ixw, o :ﬁjb\ ¥ L720 (Yes,Ihave.)
(5) A:779% AT 7228 DH Y £5 D% (Have you ever been to Aftica?)
B:wwz, 9dh) A, (No,Ihaven’t.)
(6) 7:2% BEHADR~ITT. B I 4 0fF) £

(Takoyaki is a Japanese food. I sometimes make it, too.)

d. The same predicates in questions

The same predicates are usually not repeated in questions, as in (7-A,).
(D) A2 79 AE Ay HEDEAY DL E TT 7 ?
(What Japanese food do you like, Chris-san?)
B 1 FERENUETYT T ERETT, (I like sukiyaki.)
A, RV T EAE O ? (Maria-san, (what do you like)?)

e. Sentences after ‘S ATYH”

A T3 7% is used in lead-in sentences when asking a question, asking a favor, etc. (See H. Important
sentence patterns, 3. ACY sentences.) In this case, the main sentences are often omitted, as in (8).

®) A: LIS A, Bro LBV DHLATTA, o
(lit. Ueno-san, I have a favor to ask of you, but -++)
B:i3w, 1@"5’9"7)‘0 (Yes, what is it?)




