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A a  =  a h
B b  =  b e h

C c  =  t s e h
D d  =  d e h

E e  =  e h
F f  =  e f f

G g  =  g e h
H h  =  h a h

I i  =  e e
J j  =  y o t t
K k  =  k a h

L l  =  e l l
M m  =  e m m

N n  =  e n n
O o  =  o h

P p  =  p e h
Q q  =  k o o
R r  =  e r r
S s  =  e s s
T t  =  t e h
U u  =  o o

V v  =  f a u
W w  =  v a y

X x  =  i k s
Y y  =  ü p s i l o n

Z z  =  t s e t
Ä ä  =  a h  ( U m l a u t )
Ö ö  =  o h  ( U m l a u t )
Ü ü  =  u h  ( U m l a u t )

ß  =  e s s - t s e t
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While many nouns must be memorized, the following guidelines can help:
 Masculine Nouns (der) 

People & Animals: Nouns referring to male beings der Vater (father), der
Hahn (rooster), der Gott (god) 
Professions & Roles: Many nouns ending in -er der Arbeiter (worker), der
Wissenschaftler (scientist), der Computer 
Days, months, and seasons (der Montag, der Winter) 
Points of the compass (der Norden, der Süden) 
Nouns ending in -ig, -ich, -ing, -ast, -mus 

Feminine Nouns (die)
People & Animals: Nouns referring to female beings die Mutter (mother),
die Henne (hen), die Tante (aunt) 
Professions & Roles: Nouns ending in -in (feminine forms of jobs) die
Göttin (goddess), die Königin (queen), die Schauspielerin (actress) 
Names of most trees, flowers, and fruits Nouns ending in -ei, -ie, -ik, -ion, -
heit, -keit, -schaft, tät, -ung, -ur 
Plural Rule: Feminine nouns ending in -in add -nen in the plural (die
Schauspielerin → die Schauspielerinnen).

 Neuter Nouns (das)
Diminutives: Nouns ending in -chen or -lein das Mädchen (girl), das
Fräulein (young lady) 
Foreign Words Ending in -o 
Infinitives used as nouns das Essen (eating), das Trinken (drinking) 
Nouns ending in -ium and -um 
Most country and city names (das Deutschland, das Berlin)
Nouns beginning with Ge- (das Gebäude – the building)

Gender Rules & Patterns



Singular
Some German nouns exist only in the singular form. These include: 

Names of materials and substances (Wasser – water, Gold – gold) 
General and abstract nouns (Freiheit – freedom, Glück – happiness) 
Nouns formed from verb infinitives (das Essen – eating, das Trinken–
drinking) 
Collective nouns (das Obst – fruit, das Vieh – livestock)

Plural Forms
German has several ways to form plurals

Nouns that stay the same in singular and plural 
Often masculine or neuter nouns ending in -er 

Example: das Fenster → die Fenster (window/windows), der
Amerikaner → die Amerikaner (American/Americans) 

Foreign-origin nouns that take -s 
Example: das Radio → die Radios (radio/radios), das Café → die
Cafés (café/cafés) 

Other common plural patterns: 
Adding -e: der Tisch → die Tische (table/tables) 
Adding -er (sometimes with an umlaut): das Buch → die Bücher
(book/books) 
Adding -en: die Lampe → die Lampen (lamp/lamps) 
Adding an umlaut (ä, ö, ü): der Vater → die Väter (father/fathers)

Compound
The last component of a compound noun determines its gender

Example: die Sonnenbrille (sunglasses) → gender comes from Brille
(glasses) which is feminine

 Singular, Plural, &  Compound Nouns

All German nouns are capitalized, regardless of their position in the sentence. 
Noun: any person, place, animal, thing, quality, or concept (der Hund – the
dog, die Stadt – the city, das Glück – happiness).

Capitalization of Nouns



 A pronoun replaces or stands in for a noun. 
Forms of "You" in German 

du (familiar singular) – used with friends, relatives, children, animals, and
in prayer. 
ihr (familiar plural) – used when addressing multiple friends, relatives, or
children. 
Sie (formal singular & plural) – used for strangers, customers, and
professionals. Always capitalized. 

Third-Person Pronouns (he, she, it, they) 
Must agree in gender and number with the noun they replace. 

Example: der Tisch (table) → er, die Lampe (lamp) → sie, das Buch
(book) → es Pronoun Placement 

Rules: If a sentence has both a noun object and a pronoun object, the
pronoun comes first. If a sentence has two pronoun objects, the
accusative pronoun comes before the dative pronoun. 

Reflexive pronouns (mich, dich, sich) 
Placed close to the subject and never between a subject pronoun and the
verb. When using pronouns with prepositions, accusative prepositions
take accusative pronouns, and dative prepositions take dative pronouns. 

Other Pronoun Types 
Possessive Pronouns – gender matches the noun it replaces (mein, dein,
sein, ihr). 
Demonstrative Pronouns (der, das, die, dieser) – used instead of personal
pronouns for emphasis. 
Indefinite Pronouns – refer to people or things that are not specifically
identified. 
Relative Pronouns (der, die, das) – link clauses and refer back to a noun 

 Pronouns



 German uses four cases to show a noun's role in a sentence.
Nominative Case (Subject) 

Used for the subject of a sentence (who/what does the action). 
Example: Brady wirft den Ball. (Brady throws the ball.) Brady (subject)
is in the nominative case. 

Accusative Case (Direct Object) 
Used for the direct object (what is being acted upon). 

Example: Er kauft den Hund (He buys the dog). den Hund is in the
accusative case. 

Dative Case (Indirect Object) 
Used for the recipient of the action. 

Example: Der Zuschauer gibt seinem Sohn den Ball. (The spectator
gives his son the ball.) seinem Sohn (his son) is in the dative case. 

Genitive Case (Possession) 
Shows ownership or relationship. 

Example: Die Mutter des Sohnes jubelt. (The mother of the son cheers.)
des Sohnes (of the son) is in the genitive case.

German Cases



A verb is a word that expresses an action (run, eat, write) or a state of being (be,
exist). 

The Verb "Sein" (to be) 
Sein is irregular in both the present and past tense. No other verb follows
sein’s conjugation pattern in the present tense. 

Infinitives in German 
A verb in its base form is called an infinitive. German infinitives always
end in -n or -en (sein, kommen, gehen). In English, infinitives are often
preceded by "to" (to be, to come). Infinitives must be conjugated to be
used in sentences. 

Transitive vs. Intransitive Verbs 
Transitive verbs require a direct object (something that receives the
action). 

Example: Er beschreibt ein Buch. (He describes a book.) 
Intransitive verbs do not require a direct object. 

Example: Er lebt. (He lives.) 
Some verbs can be both transitive and intransitive.

Verb Conjugation 
When you conjugate a verb, you change its form to match the subject and
tense. There are two main types of German verbs:

Weak Verbs (Regular Verbs) 
Keep the same stem vowel in all forms and follow predictable
conjugation patterns. 

Strong Verbs (Irregular Verbs) 
Have stem vowel changes in the past tense and do not follow
regular conjugation rules. 

Mixed Verbs Have both weak and strong verb characteristics.

Verbs



Compound Verbs and Prefixes
Simple verbs can combine with prefixes to form compound verbs. 
Prefixes change the verb’s meaning but do not affect whether the verb is
weak or strong. Two Types of Prefixes: 

Separable Prefixes 
The prefix splits off from the verb in some tenses. 

Example: Infinitive: aufstehen (to stand up) Present: Ich stehe
auf. (I stand up.) 

Inseparable Prefixes 
The prefix never separates from the verb. These verbs do not take
the ge- prefix in perfect tenses. 

Example: Infinitive: verstehen (to understand) Perfect: Ich habe
verstanden. (I have understood.)

Modal Verbs
 Modal verbs modify the meaning of another verb in a sentence. Uses of
Modal Verbs: 

Express obligation, ability, or desire 
Modify the meaning of the main verb 
Change word order → The modal verb takes the second position, while
the main verb moves to the end. 
Mood

Indicative Mood → Used for stating facts. 
Example: Ich kann schwimmen. (I can swim.) 

Subjunctive Mood → Used for politeness, hypothetical statements,
or suggestions. 

Example: Ich könnte schwimmen. (I could swim.)



An infinitive is the base form of a verb. In English, it often appears with to (e.g., to
eat, to sleep, to write). In German, infinitives end in -n or -en (e.g., essen, schlafen,
schreiben). Infinitives must be conjugated to be used in sentences.

The Verb Werden and the Future Tense 
The verb werden (to become) can function as both a main verb and an
auxiliary verb to form the future tense.
Werden is in second position in a main clause and the infinitive verb moves
to the final position. Formula: werden + infinitive = will + infinitive (in
English) 

Example: Ich werde schlafen. (I will sleep.) 
Passive Voice & Infinitives 

The passive voice is used when the focus is on the object rather than the
subject. Formula: past participle + werden 

Example: geschrieben werden (to be written) 
Double Infinitives in German 

A double infinitive occurs when two infinitives appear at the end of a
clause. 

In dependent clauses, the double infinitive holds the final position, and
the finite auxiliary verb comes before it. 
Perfect & Future Tenses of modal verbs with a dependent infinitive
also require a double infinitive. 

Example: Er hat das Buch lesen müssen. (He had to read the book.)
Dependent Infinitives 

Certain verbs require a dependent infinitive (another verb in its infinitive
form). Common verbs that take a dependent infinitive are hören (to hear),
sehen (to see), helfen (to help), and lassen (to let, allow, leave).

Infinitives



Separable & Inseparable Prefixes with Infinitives 
Separable verbs: zu goes between the prefix and the stem. 

Example: anzufangen (anzufangen → to begin) Ich fange an
zu lernen. (I begin to learn.) 

Inseparable verbs: zu goes before the infinitive. 
Example: zu verstehen (verstehen → to understand) Er
versucht, das zu verstehen. (He tries to understand that.)

Infinitive Clauses in Formal Writing 
In written German, infinitive constructions can replace
subordinate clauses for a more elegant sentence structure. 

Example: Anstatt dass er hilft, bleibt er zu Hause. (Instead
of helping, he stays at home.)

Infinitives with Zu 
In German, many verbs require zu + infinitive, similar to "to" +
verb in English.  Formula: zu + infinitive (placed at the end of
the clause). 

Example: Ich versuche, Deutsch zu lernen. (I am trying to
learn German.) 

When to Use Zu with Infinitives 
After adjectives: (Es ist schwer, das zu glauben. → It is hard
to believe that.) 
After certain verbs: (Ich hoffe, dich zu sehen. → I hope to
see you.) 
After um... zu (to express purpose): Ich gehe ins
Fitnessstudio, um fit zu bleiben. (I go to the gym to stay fit.) 

Note: Do not use Zu with modal verbs.



A preposition is a word that shows a relationship between its object (a noun or
pronoun) and another word in a sentence. Prepositions often indicate position,
direction, time, or manner (e.g., under the table, to the store, in April, without a
word).  It can have contractions when followed by the definite article das. The
prepositions durch, für, and um often contract to form durchs, fürs, and ums.
However, these contractions cannot be used if the definite article functions as a
demonstrative (i.e., specifying or singling out the noun), or if the noun is followed
by a descriptive clause. These are the types of prepositions:

Accusative Prepositions 
These prepositions express movement, opposition, or actions of excluding
or receiving. The main accusative prepositions include: bis (until) durch
(through) für (for) gegen (against) ohne (without) um (around) . These
prepositions are strictly linked to the accusative case. 

Dative Prepositions 
Dative prepositions express relationships of time, motion (where to), and
location (where). Key dative prepositions include: aus (from) außer (except
for) bei (at, by) gegenüber (across from) mit (with) nach (to, after) seit
(since) von (from, by) zu (to) These prepositions are exclusively used with
the dative case. 

Genitive Prepositions 
Although fewer in number, genitive prepositions are commonly used to
describe time, reasons, or opposition. Some key genitive prepositions are:
anstatt/statt (instead of) außerhalb (outside of) innerhalb (inside of) trotz
(despite) während (during) wegen (because of). Genitive prepositions
often have meanings that correspond to English phrases with “of.” 

Two-Way Prepositions 
These prepositions can be used with either the accusative or dative case,
depending on the meaning: Accusative case: Indicates movement or a
change of location (e.g., wohin? – Where to?) Dative case: Indicates
position or a static location (e.g., wo?– Where?) Examples of two-way
prepositions include: an (on, at) auf (on, upon) hinter (behind) in (in) neben
(next to) über (over, above) unter (under) vor (in front of) zwischen
(between).

Prepositions



An adverb is a word that modifies or describes a: 
Verb 

He runs quickly.
Adjective 

She is very tall.
Another Adverb 

He speaks too softly.
Forms of Adverbs 

Positive Form (basic form) → Describes an action or state. 
Example: schnell (fast), laut (loud) 

Comparative Form → Compares two things. Formed by adding -er to the
positive form. 

Example: schneller (faster), lauter (louder) 
Superlative Form → Describes the highest degree of something. Formed
by adding -ste to the positive form. If the word ends in -d, -t, -s, -z, -sch, -ß,
the suffix becomes-este. 

Example: schnellste (fastest), lauteste (loudest) 
Adverbs in superlative form use am + adjective ending in -n. 

Example: am schnellsten (the fastest), am lautesten (the loudest) 
Umlaut Changes in Comparatives & Superlatives 

One-syllable words with an a, o, or u often add an Umlaut (ä, ö, ü). 
Example: lang → länger → am längsten (long → longer → longest) 
Example: kurz → kürzer → am kürzesten (short → shorter →
shortest)

 Adverbs



An adjective is a word that modifies or describes a noun or pronoun. Adjectives
tell us about: 

Size
Color
Quality
Condition
Types of Adjectives 

Predicate Adjectives: Follow a linking verb and describe the subject. 
Example: Das Auto ist schnell. (The car is fast.) 

Attributive Adjectives: Stand before a noun and change form based on the
noun’s gender, case, and number. 

Example: Das schnelle Auto (The fast car) 
Comparative & Superlative Forms 

Adjectives follow the same rules as adverbs for forming the
comparative and superlative forms. 
Comparative: Add -er → schneller (faster) 
Superlative: Add -ste → schnellste (fastest) 
Superlative Predicate Adjectives: Form a phrase with am + adjective
ending in -n. 

Example: Er ist am schnellsten. (He is the fastest.)
Special Case: Long & Foreign Adjectives

Longer adjectives or those borrowed from Latin use mehr (more) instead
of -er. 

Example: mehr intelligent (more intelligent)

Adjectives



An interrogative is a word used to ask a question, seeking information specifically
related to the question word that initiates the inquiry. In German, the main verb of
the sentence follows the interrogative in second position. For certain question
words (e.g., was für ein?, welcher?, wie viel?, and wie viele?), qualifiers
accompany the interrogative and precede the verb. 

Types of Questions 
General Questions 

In German, any subject-verb combination may be inverted to form a
general question. 
Note: Unlike English, where an auxiliary verb is needed for general
questions (e.g., "Does she sing?" or "Is he going?"), in German, the main
verb is used by itself to introduce questions in the simple present and
simple past (e.g., Singt sie? – Does she sing? / Kommt er auch? – Is he
coming too?). In the German compound tenses, however, the auxiliary
verb (with a personal ending) is inverted and put in first position to
introduce a general question. 

Specific Questions (Informational Questions) 
These are questions that ask for specific information and cannot be
answered with a simple "yes" or "no." They are introduced by an
interrogative word or phrase seeking information about time, place,
cause, or the actor/recipient of an action. 

Example: Wann kommt er? (When is he coming?) 
In both English and German, these questions often involve
interrogative adverbs or adverbial expressions, and subject-verb
inversion occurs, with the verb in second position. 

Common Interrogative Words 
Interrogative Adverbs for Place 

Wo (where): Asks about location or a stationary place. It usually
requires a preposition followed by the dative case. 

Example: Wo bist du? (Where are you?) 

Interrogatives



Wohin (to where): Asks about destination or direction (movement
toward a place), requiring a preposition followed by the accusative
case. 

Example: Wohin gehst du? (Where are you going?) 
Woher (from where): Asks about origin, requiring a preposition
followed by the genitive or dative case. 

Example: Woher kommst du? (Where are you from?) 
Note: Although modern English uses "where" for all of these
situations, older English distinguished between "where" (location),
"whence" (from where), and "wither" (to where), much like German
does today. 

Interrogative Pronouns 
Wer (who): Refers to people. It takes the same case endings as the
definite article der in all cases except the genitive. 

Example: Wer ist das? (Who is that?) 
Note: There are no plural forms for "wer," but the answer may be
singular or plural. 

Was (what): Used to ask about things, ideas, or actions. Was is the same in
the nominative and accusative cases and does not have dative or genitive
forms. 

Example: Was machst du? (What are you doing?) 
Note: Was is usually avoided after dative and accusative prepositions.
Instead, the preposition is combined with wo (e.g., woran – about what,
woraus – from what, wogegen – against what). These are known as
wo-compounds. 
Was für ein- (what kind of): An idiomatic expression used as an
interrogative adjective. In the singular, it follows the pattern of the
indefinite article ein- with adjective endings, which are determined by
the noun's grammatical use in the sentence. 

Example: Was für ein Auto hast du? (What kind of car do you
have?)

Welch- (which): Used as an interrogative adjective or pronoun, it takes the
same endings as the definite article der. 

Example: Welches Buch liest du? (Which book are you reading?)



 In German, negation is typically done using nein, meaning "no." However, when
negating an action, object, or person, two main words are used: kein and nicht.
Which one you use depends on what is being negated in the sentence.
Understanding the word order and the endings of kein (since nicht does not
change) is important. 

Negating with nicht 
Form: The word nicht is simple—it remains unchanged regardless of
gender, case, or number. 
Use: Nicht negates: 

Verbs: nicht einladen (not to invite), nicht fahren (not to drive), nicht
feiern (not to celebrate). 
Adjectives: nicht interessant (not interesting). 
Adverbs: nicht pünktlich (not on time). 
Note: In general, nicht negates the action of the verb or modifies an
adjective or adverb. 

Position of nicht
As nicht is an adverb, it generally comes directly before the verb,
adjective, or adverb it negates. 
Negation in Interrogative Sentences: The rules for placing nicht also
apply when forming negative interrogative sentences. 

Negating with kein 
Form: Unlike nicht, kein changes based on the gender, number, and case
of the noun it negates (it can be declined similarly to an article). 
Use: Kein is used to negate nouns, typically meaning "no" or "not any." 

Example: Ich habe kein Buch (I have no book). 
Example: Es gibt keine Probleme (There are no problems).

Negation



 Main Clause (Independent Clause)
Can stand alone as a sentence. 

Example: Der Nachrichtensprecher war enttäuscht. (The newscaster
was disappointed.) 

Subordinate Clause (Dependent Clause) 
Cannot stand alone and is dependent on the main clause. 

Example: Weil er seine Stimme verloren hat. (Because he lost his
voice.) 

Relative Clause
A type of dependent clause that provides more information about a noun
or pronoun in the main clause. 

Example: Das ist der Mann, der das Buch geschrieben hat. (This is the
man who wrote the book.)

Clauses



A conjunction is a word that connects other words or sentence parts together. In
German, there are two types of conjunctions: coordinating conjunctions and
subordinating conjunctions.

Coordinating Conjunctions 
Link independent clauses, words, or phrases. They connect similar
sentence parts, such as two main clauses or two verbs. Examples of
coordinating conjunctions are und (and), oder (or), aber (but), and denn
(because). 

Example: Der Nachrichtensprecher hat seine Stimme verloren, und er
musste zu Hause bleiben. (The newscaster lost his voice, and he had to
stay home.) 

Note: No comma is needed before und or oder unless it's for clarity.
However, aber, sondern, and denn require a comma before them. 

Subordinating Conjunctions 
Introduce subordinate clauses (dependent clauses) and relate them to the
main clause.  Examples include weil (because), obwohl (although), dass
(that), wenn (when), and als (when, for past events). 

Example: Der Nachrichtensprecher war enttäuscht, weil er seine
Stimme verloren hat. (The newscaster was disappointed because he
lost his voice.) 

Note: The verb in the subordinate clause is placed at the end. Ich hoffe,
dass du kommst. (I hope that you come.) 
A comma separates the main clause from the subordinate clause. 

Relative Pronouns 
The pronouns (e.g., who, whom, which, that) are used to connect additional
information to a noun or pronoun. The relative clause provides more
details about the noun in the main clause. 

Example: Wo ist das Hotel, das er uns empfohlen hat? (Where’s the
hotel that he recommended to us?)

 Conjunctions



 The word order in German sentences is flexible but follows certain rules: 
Declarative Sentences (Statements)

The subject comes first, followed by the conjugated verb in second
position, and then the rest of the sentence (objects, adverbs, etc.). In
compound tenses, the auxiliary verb goes in second position, and the past
participle or infinitive goes at the end. 

Example: Ich fliege nächste Woche nach Zürich. (I’m flying to Zurich
next week.) 

 Inverted Word Order
When the subject is not in the first position, the verb comes next. 

Example: Gestern habe ich das Buch gelesen. (Yesterday, I read the
book.) 

Dependent Clauses
When a subordinate clause comes first, it’s separated by a comma, and
the conjugated verb follows the subject in the main clause. 

Example: Wenn ich zu spät aufstehe, verpasse ich den Zug. (When I get
up too late, I miss the train.) 

Special Types 
Specific Questions (X + Verb + Subject + ?): These ask for particular
information and use question words like wer (who), was (what), wann
(when), etc. 

Example: Wann kommst du? (When are you coming?) 
General Questions (Verb + Subject + ?): These are yes/no questions, where
the verb comes first, followed by the subject. 

Example: Kommst du morgen? (Are you coming tomorrow?)
Commands (Verb + Subject): In informal commands, the subject is usually
omitted, and the verb comes first. For formal commands, Sie is used. 

Example: Komm hier! (Informal) (Come here!)

Word Order



1. Ich esse ein Sandwich. 
2. Isst du ein Sandwich? 
3. Ich esse das Sandwich nicht. 
4. Ich habe kein Sandwich. 
5. Ich esse ein Sandwich und trinke einen Kaffee. 
6. Ich möchte ein Sandwich, aber ich habe keinen Hunger. 
7. Ich esse ein Sandwich, weil ich Hunger habe. 
8. Ich esse ein Sandwich, obwohl ich keinen Hunger habe. 
9. Das ist der Mann, der das Sandwich gemacht hat. 
10. Heute esse ich ein Sandwich.
11. Warum isst du das Sandwich? 
12. Du isst wirklich ein Sandwich! 
13. Ich hoffe, dass du das Sandwich magst. 
14. Isst du nicht das Sandwich? 
15. Iss das Sandwich! 
16. Ich werde morgen ein Sandwich essen. 
17. Kannst du das Sandwich essen? 
18. Ich habe das Sandwich gegessen, und jetzt trinke ich Kaffee. 
19. Weil ich Hunger habe, esse ich ein Sandwich. 
20. Ich esse ein Sandwich, weil ich Hunger habe und es schnell geht.

Applied Examples: The Sandwich


