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Alphabet & Pronunciation:

Aa = ah
Bb = beh
Cc =tseh
Dd = deh
Ee = eh
Ff = eff
Gg = geh
Hh = hah
Ii = ee
Jj = yott
Kk = kah
L]l = ell

Mm = emm
Nn = enn

Oo = oh
Pp = peh
Qg = koo
Rr = err
Ss = ess
Tt = teh
Uu = o0
Vv = fau
Ww = vay
Xx =1iks
Yy = iipsilon
2z = tset

Ai = ah (Umlaut)
06 = oh (Umlaut)
Uit = uh (Umlaut)

R = ess-tset




Chart: Definite Article (“The”)

Case

Nominative
(Subject)

Accusative
(Direct OCbject)
Dative (Indirect

Object)

Genitive
(Possessive)

Masculine

{der)

der

den

dem

des

Feminine
(die)

die

die

der

der

dem

des

Plural

(die)

die

die

den

der



Chart: Indefinite Article (“A/An”)

Case
Nominative
Accusative
Dative

Genitive

Masculine
eln

elnen
elinem

elnes

Feminine
eline
elne
einer

elner

Neuter Plural

elin
ein
elinem

eines

{keine™®)
(keine®)
({keinen®™)

({keiner*)



Case

Hominative

Accusative

Dative

Genitive

"This"
(diasar)

dieser,
diese,
dieses,
diese

diesen,
diese,
dieses,
diese

diasemn,
diazer,
diasemn,
diesen
[+n])

dieses
[+s/es),
dieser,
dieses
[+s/es),
dieser

"That"
(janear)

jener,
jene,
jenes,
jene

jenen,
jene,
jenes,
jene

jenem,
jener,
jenam,
jenan (+n)

jenes
(+s/es),
jener,
jenes
(+s/es),
jener

"Which"
(walchar)

welcher,
welchea,
welches,
walche

welchean,
welchea,
welches,
welche

welchean,
welchear,
welchean,
welchan
(+n)

welcheas
[+s/es),
welcher,
welches
[+s/es),
walchar

"Each/Every"
{jadar)

jeder, jede,
jedes, alle

jeden, jede,
jedes, alle

jedem,
jeder,
jedem, allen
(+1)

jedes
(+s/es],
jeder, jedes
(+s/es],
aller

Chart: Common Determiners

"Some"
{manchar)

mancher,
manche,
manches,
manche

manchen,
manche,
manches,
manche

manchem,
mancher,
manchem,
manchen
(+n)

manches
(+s/es),
mancher,
manches
(+z/as),
mancher

"Such"
{solchar)
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"A11l"
(aller)

aller,
alle,
alles,
alle

allen,
alle,
alles,
alle

allerm,
aller,
allerm,
allen (+n)

alles
(+=/as),
aller,
alles
(+z/as),
aller



Case

Nominative
(Subject)

Accusative
(Direct
Cbhbject)

Datiwve
(Indirect
Ohiject)

Genitive
(Possessive,

Rare)

Chart: Personal Pronouns

1st
FPerson
Singular

ich

mich

mir

meiner

2nd
Person
Singular

du

dir

deiner

3rd
Person
Singular

sie / es=

sie [/ es

ihm /
ihr /
ihm
seiner

/ ihrer
/ seiner

1st
Person
Plural

Wlir

uns

uns

unser

2nd
Person
Plural

ihr

enuch

enuch

3rd
Ferson
Plural

sie

sie

ihnen

ihrer



Casae

Nominative

Accusative

Chart: Possessive Pronouns

Masculine

mein Mann (my man)

dein Mann (your
man}

zein Mann (his man}

ihr Mann (her man)

unser Mann {our
marn)

cuar Mann (your
man}

Ihr Mann (your man
- formal)

meinen Mann (my
man}

deinen Mann (your
mar)

zeinen Mann (his
mar)

ihren Mann {her
mar)

unseran Mann (our
Mmar)

euren Mann (your
Mmar)

Ihren Mann (your
man — formal)

Feminine

meine Frau (my
WOmAn )

deine Frau (your
WOmAn )

zeine Frau (his
wWoman)

ihre Frau (her
wWoman)

unsere Frau {our
Waman)

eure Frau (your
waoman)

Ihre Frau (your
woman - formal)

meine Frau (my
waoman)

deine Frau (your
WOoman)
seine Frau (his

Waman)

ihre Frau (her
Waman)

unsere Frau {our
Waman)

eure Frau (your
Waoman)

Ihre Frau (your
waoman - formal)

Heuter

mein Kind (my
child)

dein Kind (your
child)

sein Kind (his
child)

ihr Eind (her
child)

unser Kind (our
child)

euer Kind (your
child)

Ihr Kind (your
child - formal)
mein Kind (my
child)

dein Kind (your
child)

sein Kind (his
child)

ihr Eind (her
child)

unser Kind (our
child)

eger Kind (your
child)

Ihr Kind {(your
child - formal)

Plural

meine Freunde (my
friends)

deine Freunde (your
friends)

seine Freunde (his
friends)

ihre Freunde (her
friends)

unsaere Freunde {our
friands)

eure Freunde (your
friends)

Ihre Freunde (your
friends - formal)

meine Freunde (my
friends)

deine Freunde (your
friands)

seine Freunde (his
friends)

ihre Freunde (her
friends)

unsere Freunde ({our
friands)

eure Freunde (your
friands)

Ihre Freunde (your
friends - formal)



Dative

Genitive

meinem Mann (to my
man}

deinem Mann (to
YOour man)

seinem Mann (to
his man)

ihrem Mann {to her
man}

unseram Mann (to
Qur man)

eurem Mann {to
YOour man)

IThrem Mann {to
yvour man — formal)

meines Mannes {of
my man)

deines Mannes {of
Your man)

seines Mannes {of
his man)

ihresz Mannes (of
her man)

unseras Mannes (of
Qur man)

eures Mannes (of
YOour man)

Ihres Mannes (of
yvour man — formal)

meiner Frau (to my
wWoman)

deiner Frau {to
YOUr wWoman)

seiner Frau {to
his woman)

ihrer Frau (to her
wWoman)

unserer Frau (to
our woman)

eurer Frau (to
YOUr wWoman)

Ihrer Frau (to
YOUE Woman —
formal)

meiner Frau {of my
Waman)

deiner Frau {of
YOUE Woman)

seiner Frau {of
his woman)

ihrer Frau (of her
wWoman)

unserer Frau (of
our woman)

eurer Frau [(of
YOUr wWoman)

Ihrer Frau (of
YOUE Woman —
farmal})

meinem Kind (to my
child)

deinem Eind (to
your child)

seinem Kind (Lo
his child)

ihrem Kind (to her
child)

unserem Eind (to
our child)

eurem Kind (to
your child)

IThrem Kind (to
your child -
formal})

meines Kindes (of
my child)
deines Kindes (of

your child)

seines Kindes (of
his child)

ihres Kindes (of
her child)

unsares Kindes {of
our child)

eures Kindes (of
your child)

Thres Kindes (of
your child -
formal)

meinen Freunden (to
my friends)

deinen Freunden (to
your friends)

seinen Freunden (to
his friends)

ihren Freunden {to
her friends)

unzaren Freunden (to
our friends)

euran Freunden {to
your friends)

IThren Freunden {to

your friends - formal)

meiner Freunde {of my

friands)

deiner Freunde {of
your friends)

seiner Freunde (of
his friends)

ihrer Freunde (of her

friends)

unsarer Freunde (of
our friends)

eurar Freunde (of
your friends)

IThrer Freunde (of

your friends - formal)



Chart: Tense Examples

Tense Example (ich Usage
spreche)
Prasens (FPresent) Ich spreche. Ongoing or general actions

(I speak, I am speaking).

Perfekt (FPresent Ich habe Conversational past (I have

Perfect) gesprochen. spoken, I spoke).

Prateritum (Simple Ich sprach. Written/literary past (I

Fast) spoke) .

Plusquamperfekt Ich hatte Action before ancther past

(Past Perfect) gesprochen. event (I had spoken).

Futur I (Future) Ich werde Future acticns (I will
sprechen. speak) .

Futur II (Future Ich werde Actions completed in the

Perfect) gesprochen future (I will have spoken).

haken.



Tense
Presant (Prisens)

Simple Past
(Prateritum)

Present Perfect
(Parfakt)

Past Perfect
(Plusquamperfekt)

Future I (Futur I)

Future II (Futur II)

Subjunctive I
(Konjunktiv I -
Hypothetical /Reported
Speech)

Subjunctive II
(Konjunktiv II -
Unreal Situations)

Imperative (Command)

Chart: Verb Examples

ich
sprache

sprach

habe
gesprochen

hatte
gesprochen

werde
sprachan

werde
gesprochen
haben

spreche

spriche

du
sprichst

sprachst

hast
gesprochen

hattest
gesprochen

Wirst
sprachen

wirst
gesprochen
hakben

sprechest

spriachast

sprich!

er/siafas
spricht

sprach

hat
gesprochen

hatte
gesprochen

wird
sprechen

wird
gesprochen
haben

spreche

spriche

haben
gesprochen

hatten
gqesprochen
werdean
sprechen
werden
gesprochen

haben

sprechen

habt
gesprochen

hattet
gesprochen

werdet
gesprochen
haben

sprechel

sie/Sie
sprechen

sprachen

haben
gesprochen

hatten
gesprochen

wardan
sprechen

warden
gesprochen
haben

sprechen

sprachen

sprechen
Sie!



Fronoun

Ich

Du
Er/sie/es
Wir

Ihr

Sie/sie

Chart: Modal Verb Examples

Kénnen
(can)

kann
kannst
kann
kénnen
kénnt

kénnen

Miissen
(must)

muss
musst
muss
mussen
miisst

missen

Diarfen
(may)

Sollen
{should)

soll
sollst
soll
sollen
sollt

socllen

Wollen
(want)

will
willst
will
wollen
wollt

wollen

Mogen
(like)

mag



Chart: Preposition Examples

Type Prepositions Example Sentence
Accusative Only durch, fir, gegen, Ich gehe durch den Fark.
ohne, um (I walk through the park.)
Dative Only aus, bei, mit, Ich komme mit dem Bus. (I
nach, seit, wvon, zu come with the bus.)
Two-Way (Acc. = an, auf, hinter, Ich gehe in die Stadt.
Movement, Dat. = in, neben, iber, (Acc, I'm going into the
Position) unter, vor, zwischen city.) Ich kin in der
Stadt. {(Dat, I'm in the
city.)
Genitive (Rare) wahrend, wegen, Wegen des Wetters bleibe
trotz, statt ich zu Hause. (Because of

the weather, I'm staying

home . )



Type of Adverb

Adverbs of Manner
(Wie?)

Adverbs of Flace
{Wo? /Mohin? /Woher?)

Adverbs of Time
(Wann?)

Adverbs of
Frequency (Wie oft?)

Adverbs of Reason

(Warum?)

Adverbs of Degree
(Wie sehr?)

Modal Adwverbs (In
what way?)

Conjunctive Adverbs
{Connecting words)

Chart:

Function

Describes how
an action

happens

Describes
where
something

happens

Describes
when
something

happens

Dezcribes how
ocften
something

happens

Describes why
something
happens

Describes to
what extent

Expresses
certainty,
possibility,
necessity

Links clauses
and sentences

logically

Adverb Examples

Example

Er spricht
deutlich.

Eie arbeitet
schnell.

Sie i=t hier.

Er geht nach
drauben.

Ich komms bald.

Er hat gestern
angerufen.

Sie liest oft.

Ich gehe
manchmal ins
Kingc.

Er hat

JEWonnen,
deshalb 1=t er
glilcklich.

Das ist sehr

ceusr.

Er i=st ziemlich
milde .

Er kommt
wahracheinlich
spat.

SEie kann
wielleicht
helfen.

Er ist krank,
trotzdem g=ht

er zur Arbeit.

Sie i=st miide,
dennoch hlsibt
sie wach.

English
Meaning

He speaks
clearly.

Ehe works
fast.

Ehe i= here.

He 13 going
ocutside.

I am coming

so0n.

He called
yesterday.

Ehe

often.

reads

I sometimes
go to the
cinema.

He won,

therefore he

i3 happy.

That is wvery
expensive.
He 15 quite
tired.

He will
probably b=
late.

She can maybe

help.

He iz =ick,
nevertheless
he goes to

work.

She iz tired,
yet she =tays
awake.

Comparatiwve

deutlicher

schneller

eher

gfter

mehr

Superlative

am
deutlichsten

am
schnellsten

am ehesten

=1l

haufigs=sten

am meisten



Case

Masculine
Nominative

Masculine
Accusative

Feminine
Nominative

Neuter
Nominative

Plural
Nominative

Chart: Adjective Endings Examples

Definite
Article (Weak)

der grofe Hund
den grolen Hund
groBle Katze
das

grole Haus

die grolen Hunde

Indefinite
Article (Mixed)
ein groler Hund
einen groBen Hund
eine grolle Katze

ein groles Haus

meine groBlen Hunde

No Article
(Strong)
groler Hund
grollen Hund
grolle Katze

groles Haus

grolle Hunde



Chart: Adjective Comparison Examples

Positive
schnell (fast)
grol (big)

teuer
(expensive)

Comparative
schneller (faster)
grofier (bigger)

teurer |more
expensive)

Superlative
am schnellsten (fastest)
am groften (biggest)

am teuersten [(most
expensive)



Chart: Word Order Examples

Type of Sentence

Main Clause (SV0D)

Inverted Word
Order (V2 Rule)

Yes/No Question

Subordinate
Clause (Verb
Final)

Two-Verk Sentence

Structure

Subject - Verb -
OCbhject

Time/Place - Verb

— Subject - Object

Verb - Subject -
Object
Sub. - 0Obj. - Verb

Subject - Modal -

Object - Infinitive

Example

ITch sehe den Hund. (I see
the dog.)

Morgen sehe ich den Hund.

(Tomorrow I see the dog.)

Siehst du den Hund? (Do
you see the dog?)

dass du den Hund
know that wyou

Ich well,
siehst. (I

see the dog.)

Tch kann den Hund sehen.
(I can see the dog.)
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Gender Rules & Patterns

While many nouns must be memorized, the following guidelines can help:
e Masculine Nouns (der)
o People & Animals: Nouns referring to male beings der Vater (father), der
Hahn (rooster), der Gott (god)
o Professions & Roles: Many nouns ending in -er der Arbeiter (worker), der
Wissenschaftler (scientist), der Computer
o Days, months, and seasons (der Montag, der Winter)
o Points of the compass (der Norden, der Stiden)
o Nouns ending in -ig, -ich, -ing, -ast, -mus
« Feminine Nouns (die)
o People & Animals: Nouns referring to female beings die Mutter (mother),
die Henne (hen), die Tante (aunt)
o Professions & Roles: Nouns ending in -in (feminine forms of jobs) die
Gottin (goddess), die Konigin (queen), die Schauspielerin (actress)
o Names of most trees, flowers, and fruits Nouns ending in -ei, -ie, -ik, -ion, -
heit, -keit, -schaft, tat, -ung, -ur
o Plural Rule: Feminine nouns ending in -in add -nen in the plural (die
Schauspielerin  die Schauspielerinnen).
¢« Neuter Nouns (das)
o Diminutives: Nouns ending in -chen or -lein das Madchen (girl), das
Fraulein (young lady)
o Foreign Words Ending in -0
o Infinitives used as nouns das Essen (eating), das Trinken (drinking)
o Nouns ending in -ium and -um
o Most country and city names (das Deutschland, das Berlin)
o Nouns beginning with Ge- (das Gebaude - the building)




Capitalization of Nouns

All German nouns are capitalized, regardless of their position in the sentence.
e Noun: any person, place, animal, thing, quality, or concept (der Hund - the
dog, die Stadt - the city, das Glick - happiness).

Singular, Plural, & Compound Nouns

« Singular
o Some German nouns exist only in the singular form. These include:
» Names of materials and substances (Wasser - water, Gold - gold)
» General and abstract nouns (Freiheit - freedom, Gliick - happiness)
» Nouns formed from verb infinitives (das Essen - eating, das Trinken-
drinking)
» Collective nouns (das Obst - fruit, das Vieh - livestock)
e Plural Forms
o German has several ways to form plurals
Nouns that stay the same in singular and plural
Often masculine or neuter nouns ending in -er
o Example: das Fenster die Fenster (window/windows), der
Amerikaner die Amerikaner (American/Americans)
Foreign-origin nouns that take -s
o Example: das Radio die Radios (radio/radios), das Café die
Cafés (café/cafés)
Other common plural patterns:
e Adding -e:der Tisch  die Tische (table/tables)
e Adding -er (sometimes with an umlaut): das Buch  die Blicher
(book/books)
o Adding -en:die Lampe die Lampen (lamp/lamps)
o Adding an umlaut (3, 6, G): der Vater die Vater (father/fathers)
e Compound
o The last component of a compound noun determines its gender
» Example: die Sonnenbrille (sunglasses) gender comes from Brille
(glasses) which is feminine



Pronouns

A pronoun replaces or stands in for a noun.
e Formsof "You" in German

o du (familiar singular) - used with friends, relatives, children, animals, and
in prayer.

o ihr (familiar plural) - used when addressing multiple friends, relatives, or
children.

o Sie (formal singular & plural) - used for strangers, customers, and
professionals. Always capitalized.

e Third-Person Pronouns (he, she, it, they)

o Must agree in gender and number with the noun they replace.

» Example: der Tisch (table) er, die Lampe (lamp) sie, das Buch
(book) es Pronoun Placement

o Rules: If a sentence has both a noun object and a pronoun object, the
pronoun comes first. If a sentence has two pronoun objects, the
accusative pronoun comes before the dative pronoun.

« Reflexive pronouns (mich, dich, sich)

o Placed close to the subject and never between a subject pronoun and the
verb. When using pronouns with prepositions, accusative prepositions
take accusative pronouns, and dative prepositions take dative pronouns.

e Other Pronoun Types

o Possessive Pronouns - gender matches the noun it replaces (mein, dein,
sein, ihr).

o Demonstrative Pronouns (der, das, die, dieser) - used instead of personal
pronouns for emphasis.

o Indefinite Pronouns - refer to people or things that are not specifically
identified.

o Relative Pronouns (der, die, das) - link clauses and refer back to a noun




German Cases

German uses four cases to show a noun's role in a sentence.
« Nominative Case (Subject)
o Used for the subject of a sentence (who/what does the action).
» Example: Brady wirft den Ball. (Brady throws the ball.) Brady (subject)
is in the nominative case.
e Accusative Case (Direct Object)
o Used for the direct object (what is being acted upon).
» Example: Er kauft den Hund (He buys the dog). den Hund is in the
accusative case.
o Dative Case (Indirect Object)
o Used for the recipient of the action.
» Example: Der Zuschauer gibt seinem Sohn den Ball. (The spectator
gives his son the ball.) seinem Sohn (his son) is in the dative case.
e Genitive Case (Possession)
o Shows ownership or relationship.
» Example: Die Mutter des Sohnes jubelt. (The mother of the son cheers.)
des Sohnes (of the son) is in the genitive case.




Verbs

A verb is a word that expresses an action (run, eat, write) or a state of being (be,
exist).
e The Verb "Sein" (to be)
o Seinisirregular in both the present and past tense. No other verb follows
sein’s conjugation pattern in the present tense.
o Infinitives in German
o Averbinits base form is called an infinitive. German infinitives always
end in -n or -en (sein, kommen, gehen). In English, infinitives are often
preceded by "to" (to be, to come). Infinitives must be conjugated to be
used in sentences.
e Transitive vs. Intransitive Verbs
o Transitive verbs require a direct object (something that receives the
action).
» Example: Er beschreibt ein Buch. (He describes a book.)
o Intransitive verbs do not require a direct object.
» Example: Er lebt. (He lives.)
o Some verbs can be both transitive and intransitive.
e Verb Conjugation
o When you conjugate a verb, you change its form to match the subject and
tense. There are two main types of German verbs:
» Weak Verbs (Regular Verbs)
« Keep the same stem vowel in all forms and follow predictable
conjugation patterns.
» Strong Verbs (Irregular Verbs)
« Have stem vowel changes in the past tense and do not follow
regular conjugation rules.
» Mixed Verbs Have both weak and strong verb characteristics.




e Compound Verbs and Prefixes
o Simple verbs can combine with prefixes to form compound verbs.
o Prefixes change the verb’s meaning but do not affect whether the verb is
weak or strong. Two Types of Prefixes:
» Separable Prefixes
e The prefix splits off from the verb in some tenses.
o Example: Infinitive: aufstehen (to stand up) Present: Ich stehe
auf. (I stand up.)
» Inseparable Prefixes
e The prefix never separates from the verb. These verbs do not take
the ge- prefix in perfect tenses.
o Example: Infinitive: verstehen (to understand) Perfect: Ich habe
verstanden. (I have understood.)
e« Modal Verbs
o Modal verbs modify the meaning of another verb in a sentence. Uses of
Modal Verbs:
» Express obligation, ability, or desire
» Modify the meaning of the main verb
» Change word order The modal verb takes the second position, while
the main verb moves to the end.
= Mood
e Indicative Mood Used for stating facts.
o Example: Ich kann schwimmen. (I can swim.)
e Subjunctive Mood Used for politeness, hypothetical statements,
or suggestions.
o Example: Ich konnte schwimmen. (I could swim.)




Infinitives

An infinitive is the base form of a verb. In English, it often appears with to (e.g., to
eat, to sleep, to write). In German, infinitives end in -n or -en (e.g., essen, schlafen,
schreiben). Infinitives must be conjugated to be used in sentences.

e The Verb Werden and the Future Tense

o The verb werden (to become) can function as both a main verb and an
auxiliary verb to form the future tense.

o Werden is in second position in a main clause and the infinitive verb moves
to the final position. Formula: werden + infinitive = will + infinitive (in
English)

» Example: Ich werde schlafen. (I will sleep.)
o Passive Voice & Infinitives

o The passive voice is used when the focus is on the object rather than the

subject. Formula: past participle + werden
» Example: geschrieben werden (to be written)
e Double Infinitives in German

o A double infinitive occurs when two infinitives appear at the end of a

clause.
» In dependent clauses, the double infinitive holds the final position, and
the finite auxiliary verb comes before it.
» Perfect & Future Tenses of modal verbs with a dependent infinitive
also require a double infinitive.
o« Example: Er hat das Buch lesen missen. (He had to read the book.)
 Dependent Infinitives

o Certain verbs require a dependent infinitive (another verb in its infinitive
form). Common verbs that take a dependent infinitive are horen (to hear),
sehen (to see), helfen (to help), and lassen (to let, allow, leave).




o Separable & Inseparable Prefixes with Infinitives
o Separable verbs: zu goes between the prefix and the stem.
» Example: anzufangen (anzufangen to begin) Ich fange an
zu lernen. (I begin to learn.)
o Inseparable verbs: zu goes before the infinitive.
» Example: zu verstehen (verstehen  tounderstand) Er
versucht, das zu verstehen. (He tries to understand that.)
 Infinitive Clauses in Formal Writing
o In written German, infinitive constructions can replace
subordinate clauses for a more elegant sentence structure.
» Example: Anstatt dass er hilft, bleibt er zu Hause. (Instead
of helping, he stays at home.)
 Infinitives with Zu
o In German, many verbs require zu + infinitive, similar to "to" +
verb in English. Formula: zu + infinitive (placed at the end of
the clause).
» Example: Ich versuche, Deutsch zu lernen. (I am trying to
learn German.)
o When to Use Zu with Infinitives
» After adjectives: (Es ist schwer, das zu glauben. It is hard
to believe that.)
= After certain verbs: (Ich hoffe, dich zu sehen. | hope to
see you.)
» After um... zu (to express purpose): Ich gehe ins
Fitnessstudio, um fit zu bleiben. (I go to the gym to stay fit.)
o Note: Do not use Zu with modal verbs.




Prepositions

A preposition is a word that shows a relationship between its object (a noun or
pronoun) and another word in a sentence. Prepositions often indicate position,
direction, time, or manner (e.g., under the table, to the store, in April, without a
word). It can have contractions when followed by the definite article das. The
prepositions durch, fir, and um often contract to form durchs, fiirs, and ums.
However, these contractions cannot be used if the definite article functions as a
demonstrative (i.e., specifying or singling out the noun), or if the noun is followed
by a descriptive clause. These are the types of prepositions:
o Accusative Prepositions
o These prepositions express movement, opposition, or actions of excluding
or receiving. The main accusative prepositions include: bis (until) durch
(through) fir (for) gegen (against) ohne (without) um (around) . These
prepositions are strictly linked to the accusative case.
o Dative Prepositions
o Dative prepositions express relationships of time, motion (where to), and
location (where). Key dative prepositions include: aus (from) auBer (except
for) bei (at, by) gegenliber (across from) mit (with) nach (to, after) seit
(since) von (from, by) zu (to) These prepositions are exclusively used with
the dative case.
e Genitive Prepositions
o Although fewer in number, genitive prepositions are commonly used to
describe time, reasons, or opposition. Some key genitive prepositions are:
anstatt/statt (instead of) auRerhalb (outside of) innerhalb (inside of) trotz
(despite) wahrend (during) wegen (because of). Genitive prepositions
often have meanings that correspond to English phrases with “of.”
« Two-Way Prepositions
o These prepositions can be used with either the accusative or dative case,
depending on the meaning: Accusative case: Indicates movement or a
change of location (e.g., wohin? - Where to?) Dative case: Indicates
position or a static location (e.g., wo?- Where?) Examples of two-way
prepositions include: an (on, at) auf (on, upon) hinter (behind) in (in) neben
(next to) Uber (over, above) unter (under) vor (in front of) zwischen
(between).



Adverbs

An adverb is a word that modifies or describes a:
e Verb
o He runs quickly.
o Adjective
o Sheis very tall.
e Another Adverb
o He speaks too softly.
e Forms of Adverbs
o Positive Form (basic form) Describes an action or state.
« Example: schnell (fast), laut (loud)
o Comparative Form Compares two things. Formed by adding -er to the
positive form.
= Example: schneller (faster), lauter (louder)
o Superlative Form Describes the highest degree of something. Formed
by adding -ste to the positive form. If the word ends in -d, -t, -s, -z, -sch, -B,
the suffix becomes-este.
» Example: schnellste (fastest), lauteste (loudest)
o Adverbs in superlative form use am + adjective ending in -n.
» Example: am schnellsten (the fastest), am lautesten (the loudest)
o Umlaut Changes in Comparatives & Superlatives
= One-syllable words with an a, o, or u often add an Umlaut (&, 6, 0).
e Example:lang ldnger amlangsten(long longer longest)
e Example: kurz kirzer am klrzesten (short shorter
shortest)




Adjectives

An adjective is a word that modifies or describes a noun or pronoun. Adjectives
tell us about:
o Size
Color
Quality
Condition
Types of Adjectives
o Predicate Adjectives: Follow a linking verb and describe the subject.
» Example: Das Auto ist schnell. (The car is fast.)
o Attributive Adjectives: Stand before a noun and change form based on the
noun’s gender, case, and number.
» Example: Das schnelle Auto (The fast car)
Comparative & Superlative Forms
» Adjectives follow the same rules as adverbs for forming the
comparative and superlative forms.
» Comparative: Add -er schneller (faster)
» Superlative: Add -ste  schnellste (fastest)
» Superlative Predicate Adjectives: Form a phrase with am + adjective
ending in -n.
o Example: Er ist am schnellsten. (He is the fastest.)
e Special Case: Long & Foreign Adjectives
o Longer adjectives or those borrowed from Latin use mehr (more) instead
of -er.
= Example: mehr intelligent (more intelligent)




Interrogatives

Aninterrogative is a word used to ask a question, seeking information specifically
related to the question word that initiates the inquiry. In German, the main verb of
the sentence follows the interrogative in second position. For certain question
words (e.g., was fir ein?, welcher?, wie viel?, and wie viele?), qualifiers
accompany the interrogative and precede the verb.
o Types of Questions
o General Questions

» |[n German, any subject-verb combination may be inverted to form a
general question.

= Note: Unlike English, where an auxiliary verb is needed for general
questions (e.g., "Does she sing?" or "Is he going?"), in German, the main
verb is used by itself to introduce questions in the simple present and
simple past (e.g., Singt sie? - Does she sing? / Kommt er auch? - Is he
coming too?). In the German compound tenses, however, the auxiliary
verb (with a personal ending) is inverted and put in first position to
introduce a general question.

o Specific Questions (Informational Questions)

» These are questions that ask for specific information and cannot be
answered with a simple "yes" or "no." They are introduced by an
interrogative word or phrase seeking information about time, place,
cause, or the actor/recipient of an action.

o Example: Wann kommt er? (When is he coming?)

» In both English and German, these questions often involve
interrogative adverbs or adverbial expressions, and subject-verb
inversion occurs, with the verb in second position.

« Common Interrogative Words
o Interrogative Adverbs for Place

= Wo (where): Asks about location or a stationary place. It usually

requires a preposition followed by the dative case.
o Example: Wo bist du? (Where are you?)
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= Wohin (to where): Asks about destination or direction (movement
toward a place), requiring a preposition followed by the accusative
case.

o Example: Wohin gehst du? (Where are you going?)

= Woher (from where): Asks about origin, requiring a preposition
followed by the genitive or dative case.

o Example: Woher kommst du? (Where are you from?)

e Note: Although modern English uses "where" for all of these
situations, older English distinguished between "where" (location),
"whence" (from where), and "wither" (to where), much like German
does today.

e Interrogative Pronouns

o Wer (who): Refers to people. It takes the same case endings as the
definite article der in all cases except the genitive.

» Example: Wer ist das? (Who is that?)

» Note: There are no plural forms for "wer," but the answer may be
singular or plural.

o Was (what): Used to ask about things, ideas, or actions. Was is the same in
the nominative and accusative cases and does not have dative or genitive
forms.

» Example: Was machst du? (What are you doing?)

= Note: Was is usually avoided after dative and accusative prepositions.
Instead, the preposition is combined with wo (e.g., woran - about what,
woraus - from what, wogegen - against what). These are known as
wo-compounds.

» Was fir ein- (what kind of): An idiomatic expression used as an
interrogative adjective. In the singular, it follows the pattern of the
indefinite article ein- with adjective endings, which are determined by
the noun's grammatical use in the sentence.

o Example: Was fir ein Auto hast du? (What kind of car do you
have?)

o Welch- (which): Used as an interrogative adjective or pronoun, it takes the
same endings as the definite article der.

» Example: Welches Buch liest du? (Which book are you reading?)



Negation

In German, negation is typically done using nein, meaning "no." However, when
negating an action, object, or person, two main words are used: kein and nicht.
Which one you use depends on what is being negated in the sentence.
Understanding the word order and the endings of kein (since nicht does not
change) is important.

e Negating with nicht
o Form: The word nicht is simple —it remains unchanged regardless of
gender, case, or number.
o Use: Nicht negates:
= Verbs: nicht einladen (not to invite), nicht fahren (not to drive), nicht
feiern (not to celebrate).
» Adjectives: nicht interessant (not interesting).
» Adverbs: nicht plnktlich (not on time).
= Note: In general, nicht negates the action of the verb or modifies an
adjective or adverb.
o Position of nicht
» As nichtis an adverb, it generally comes directly before the verb,
adjective, or adverb it negates.
= Negation in Interrogative Sentences: The rules for placing nicht also
apply when forming negative interrogative sentences.
 Negating with kein
o Form: Unlike nicht, kein changes based on the gender, number, and case
of the noun it negates (it can be declined similarly to an article).
o Use: Kein is used to negate nouns, typically meaning "no" or "not any."
» Example: Ich habe kein Buch (I have no book).
» Example: Es gibt keine Probleme (There are no problems).
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Clauses

e Main Clause (Independent Clause)
o Can stand alone as a sentence.
» Example: Der Nachrichtensprecher war enttauscht. (The newscaster
was disappointed.)
e Subordinate Clause (Dependent Clause)
o Cannot stand alone and is dependent on the main clause.
» Example: Weil er seine Stimme verloren hat. (Because he lost his
voice.)
« Relative Clause
o A type of dependent clause that provides more information about a noun
or pronoun in the main clause.
» Example: Das ist der Mann, der das Buch geschrieben hat. (This is the
man who wrote the book.)




Conjunctions

A conjunction is a word that connects other words or sentence parts together. In

German, there are two types of conjunctions: coordinating conjunctions and

subordinating conjunctions.

e Coordinating Conjunctions
o Link independent clauses, words, or phrases. They connect similar

sentence parts, such as two main clauses or two verbs. Examples of
coordinating conjunctions are und (and), oder (or), aber (but), and denn
(because).

» Example: Der Nachrichtensprecher hat seine Stimme verloren, und er
musste zu Hause bleiben. (The newscaster lost his voice, and he had to
stay home.)

o Note: No comma is needed before und or oder unless it's for clarity.
However, aber, sondern, and denn require a comma before them.
e Subordinating Conjunctions
o Introduce subordinate clauses (dependent clauses) and relate them to the
main clause. Examples include weil (because), obwohl (although), dass
(that), wenn (when), and als (when, for past events).

» Example: Der Nachrichtensprecher war enttauscht, weil er seine
Stimme verloren hat. (The newscaster was disappointed because he
lost his voice.)

o Note: The verb in the subordinate clause is placed at the end. Ich hoffe,
dass du kommst. (I hope that you come.)
o A comma separates the main clause from the subordinate clause.
e Relative Pronouns
o The pronouns (e.g., who, whom, which, that) are used to connect additional
information to a noun or pronoun. The relative clause provides more
details about the noun in the main clause.

» Example: Wo ist das Hotel, das er uns empfohlen hat? (Where’s the

hotel that he recommended to us?)




Word Order

The word order in German sentences is flexible but follows certain rules:
« Declarative Sentences (Statements)

o The subject comes first, followed by the conjugated verb in second
position, and then the rest of the sentence (objects, adverbs, etc.). In
compound tenses, the auxiliary verb goes in second position, and the past
participle or infinitive goes at the end.

» Example: Ich fliege nachste Woche nach Zirich. (I'm flying to Zurich
next week.)
e Inverted Word Order

o When the subject is not in the first position, the verb comes next.

» Example: Gestern habe ich das Buch gelesen. (Yesterday, | read the
book.)
 Dependent Clauses

o When a subordinate clause comes first, it's separated by a comma, and
the conjugated verb follows the subject in the main clause.

» Example: Wenn ich zu spat aufstehe, verpasse ich den Zug. (When | get
up too late, | miss the train.)
e Special Types

o Specific Questions (X + Verb + Subject + ?): These ask for particular
information and use question words like wer (who), was (what), wann
(when), etc.

» Example: Wann kommst du? (When are you coming?)

o General Questions (Verb + Subject + ?): These are yes/no questions, where
the verb comes first, followed by the subject.

» Example: Kommst du morgen? (Are you coming tomorrow?)

o Commands (Verb + Subject): In informal commands, the subject is usually
omitted, and the verb comes first. For formal commands, Sie is used.

» Example: Komm hier! (Informal) (Come here!)
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Applied Examples: The Sandwich

1. Ich esse ein Sandwich.

2. Isst du ein Sandwich?

3. Ich esse das Sandwich nicht.

4. Ich habe kein Sandwich.

5. Ich esse ein Sandwich und trinke einen Kaffee.

6. Ilch mochte ein Sandwich, aber ich habe keinen Hunger.

7. 1ch esse ein Sandwich, weil ich Hunger habe.

8. Ich esse ein Sandwich, obwohl ich keinen Hunger habe.

9. Das ist der Mann, der das Sandwich gemacht hat.

10. Heute esse ich ein Sandwich.

11. Warum isst du das Sandwich?

12. Du isst wirklich ein Sandwich!

13. Ich hoffe, dass du das Sandwich magst.

14. Isst du nicht das Sandwich?

15. Iss das Sandwich!

16. Ich werde morgen ein Sandwich essen.

17. Kannst du das Sandwich essen?

18. Ich habe das Sandwich gegessen, und jetzt trinke ich Kaffee.
19. Weil ich Hunger habe, esse ich ein Sandwich.

20. Ich esse ein Sandwich, weil ich Hunger habe und es schnell geht.




