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= WASHINGTON.Two: highs 
“ranking ‘Nicaraguan. "officials : :cone: 4 

“ceded: : Wednesday: that’ the: “leftigh 

emilitary build-up but insisted: th 2 

~the efforts a defensive response: t 

threats by the United States, 2 : 

“And the officials, Francis ) Fial: he 

i-JosNavarro,- ambassador? to: the? 

2United States, and Jaime Wheeloc's;: 

+a member of the nine=man: ‘Sandin 

tistaruling® directorate}® “refused to 

Maddress theissite of Cuban and So-= 

% tviet ifivolvement i in:the armis buil 

{upy “saying this issue ““is‘really- the 

air of the government “Of Nicara 
i Aries alc eye 

. eae & 
‘yt Wheelock,” a: former’:Sandinista ‘:}\ 
‘Wguerrilla: ‘commander:who “is: "now 

‘Bhinister of agriculture; ‘said Nicara2*} 

 gua:is-building new military ‘out. 

dpostsz arming and: training civilians. 

‘;and:improving: and expanding; ain’ | 

2eNavarro, dppearing'on on TABC-TV's: . 

“Good Morning America’. “show; dé+; 

nied that there are any Soviet advi? : 

=’sers in Nicaragua and, said there ar, 

2 <no' more. than’ about! a ‘dozen: Ci: 

“ban *military’ advisers:<U.S,. intels “, 

“Nigence: officials said Tuesday-that . 

*therévare’ about’ 70: Soviet: military 2: 
S advisers, 2,000 Cuban military advi#* | 
= gers arid 4,000 Cub civilian advit: 4 

#Sers in Nicaragua‘: Witve ae) ee 
‘'§ Navarro:also denied that Nicara-} 
gua is Sehding troops'or’ “equininenit} 
“to the leftist’ anckizee in’ nieighbor=| 

d% 
States’ Begala “adopt amature: and 
:résponsible + -attitude” ‘toward’ Cen- 
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~The: ‘@ppearance “of the 1 tio: ‘Sani! 
“dinist and officials on US. ‘television | 
“shows ‘at press conferences “Wed-. 

nesday” came just a day tafter! the: 

‘opening .ofta “major ‘Administration ; 

effort,-led: by Secretary: of State 

AlexaridérsM.-Haig-Jr.xto présent; 

cevidence:to back up Administration 

charges: that ‘Nicaragua is becoming: 

‘a Soviet. bastion’.fromiwhich-vi-' 

volents:revolution canbe + waged 
sagainst the rest of Central America.: ! 

wen WE SA 

2P Haig Repeats s Charges: 3 

ES On “Tuesday, the; "Administration: 
‘made public.a series of aerial photos. 

. graphs, t taken from manned USsre?: 

: connaissance aircraft, showing mil-; 
‘itary facilities including -bases.: cand: 

airfields that,’U.S..officials said; are’ 

modeled or Soviet'and Cuban facili- 
‘ties and are capable of handling ad- 

vanced Soviet Mig fighter aircraft. 

Y Haig répeated these charges be- 
fore: a Senate’ Appropriations sub- 
-committee " Wednesday, - and the 
State Department presented a series 
-of briefings on the photographs and 
other intelligence material for offi- 

cials’ of- previous administrations. 

and other opinion-makers." © =<" | 

-:,“There is nothing new in this i in- : 
formation,”: Wheelock said Wed-: 
nesday,-* ‘except that the: United 
“States is in fact spying on Nicara-' 

guar. The Sandinista. government. 

protested what.it- called the “fla 4 

grant“. violatiorr 508% Nicaraguan’ 

sovereignty”. in “note | to the: State 
Department: . PRR EG 

"In. characterizing: jhe. U. Ss. "Ade 

aninistration’ 3 case: -asidies and ‘dis— 

tortions,” Wheelock. said that Nica= 

ragua’s- ~regional ‘airport’ expansion‘ 

program is far from: being a Cuban: 

or Soviet inilitar¥ effort. He said it. 

was designed byfani: ‘American firm 

Rae 

development bankk:\ ie : 

» ‘The program to. which Wheelock ! { 

referred was a study of Nicaragua’s 

civilian transportation’ needs, done’ 

in, :1976—three - ryears..before: the:: 

Sandinistas overthrew. ‘Nicaraguan ; 

President “Anastasio {Somoza—by,5 

Wilbur.Smith & Associates under a3 

contract paid for. by the U. S. “Agen= 

cy: fori International’ ‘Development, _ 

an arm of the StateDepartment. 5 

“However, a spokesrnan for AID! 

said the 1976 airfield ‘study did: notz 

call: For the. construction of reyet=# 

=ments; the 
zeraft guns or the training of Nicara-| 
gguan pilots in Romania to fly MiGs, 
‘Zag the Sandinistas have done. ~ 

«Further, AID public affairs direc 
‘tor Rich Miller said;:the U.S. study; 
“recommenced that one of the air+| 
8strips, at Puerto. Cabezas, be exe! 
utended to 6,000 feet; while the San-! 
Sdinistas: are.extending it to.8, 260 
“feet: The longer: runway provides 
"sufficient takeoff distance for a MIG 
= fully loaded. with bombs, while a 6,- 
*000-foot strip: would not, he said. : 
ee -Wheelock said there are no So. 
a iviet. MIGs.in Nicaragua and that 
“we don’t: expect. at: “this. time to 

" have: any." "He added; however, that” 
;- the kinds of planes that will use.the: 
. ghewly expanded airfields “are noi 
{business of the isan oe the: 
aUnited States.”’ ce Eyes * 

c. 

Leteept arms from: any: country.” hed 
“said, “But this isthe Disc of our: 
Fgovernment.”. : 4 
oi In fresponse:* ini 
roharges that the. Sandinista govern-" 
ment has built 36 new military gar-f 
‘risons since it took over. in 1979, 
“Wheelock said there were perhaps! 
that many “remote outposts,” built 
for’ ‘external defense.” 

. Wheelock repeated charges made 
jpreviously _ by . the Sandinista 
government that the United States’! 
dn conjunction with the rightist re- 
“gimes of Argentina and Chile, is un- 
‘dertaking ‘as covert operation :: ‘fo! 
“achieve the-economic, political and! 
imilitary: destabilization of Nicara:| 
gua. ‘Wheelock: did not offer: ‘any! 
evidence, but-said the planning“ Of; 
ithat operation’ as thé purpose_of.a 
tyisit by Assistant Secretary of, State! 
Thomas 0, Enders fo ‘Argentina. and 
'Chile this weeken. Vite 
® Asked: |: Wednesday abou report rtsi 
lof such a:covért operation, Haig sid 
it would be‘ ‘inappropriate for me to. 

_ comment : ./:but I would certainly; 
Hope that policy: position ? re vidoes! 
‘Rot. suggest: a confirmation ‘of sthe 

ort. a Ne, Ake aR Boy US| 

And while the= two: ‘Nicaraguan! 
officials, denied any involvement in} 
the | war, “in: El - .Salvador;: Haig! 
‘charged. again Wednesday that ‘the! 
‘essential command. and contro (of, 
‘the guerrilla activity) is emanating] 
from Managua.”,: He also: said: the’ 
level of arms shipments toEl Salva-: | 
‘don: “has- :dramatically” incr BSeSs. 
‘uring. the: : past! month. , is seh 


