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Of the more than 4,000 
providers of industry 
certifications in the United 
States, how many have 
undergone CHEA 
accreditation?



Less than 10!
(because it’s not necessarily required)

What does this 
mean?
The mystery surrounding 
accreditation, levels, and 
learning pathways in the 
United States can 
sometimes be an obstacle 
too large to overcome.

Source: Hechinger Report

https://hechingerreport.org/as-students-flock-to-credentials-other-than-degrees-quality-control-concerns-grow/


1. What are NQFs 
National Qualification Frameworks are 
tools to educate about education. 

➔ Learning Outcomes
Ge ne rally de scribe d  via  le ve ls so 
the re ’s  le ss confusion around  
cre de ntia ls  & qualifications.

➔ Transferability
Concre te  articulation allows for 
g re ate r acce ss to advance  le arning .

➔ Fluidity
Supports  acce ssib ility and  incre ase s 
le arning  opportunitie s .



The goal of the USQF must 
be  to BENEFIT 
LEARNERS, both 
dom e stically and  abroad .

Why?
If an NQF doe sn’t have  a  
c le ar ob je c tive , it risks 
be com ing  a  “zom bie ” 
fram e work.



Why the United States 
Needs an NQF
A successful NQF will result in increased:

•Transparency
•Comparability
•Portability
•Quality Assurance



2. How are NQFs used?
They accelerate an understanding of 
credentials, both domestically and 
abroad. 

➔ Domestically
The y assist use rs  in knowing  
the  value  of a  qualification.

➔ Internationally
The y he lp  stake holde rs 
unde rstand  how cre de ntia ls  fit 
within a  particular syste m .



How do you 
currently use NQFs?

Your turn!
As credential evaluator 
professionals, what is 
your day -to-day 
experience with NQFs?



How would you like to use 
them?

Your turn!
How could your 
experience with NQFs 
be improved?

What do you wish they 
offered?



The goal
Provide a National Qualification 
Framework that describes the 
relationship of educational 
qualifications to each other in the 
United States.

How?
An NQF is an instrument 
to understanding 
individual qualifications 
within the full context of 
an educational system. 



3. Why the USQF? 
The benefits of NQFs have been 
proven globally and outlined in various 
research studies.

➔ What is the problem the USQF 
will solve?

➔ How will we measure success?



Certificates are 
being conferred at a 
rate of 1 million per 
year in the US.

Source:Nat'l Center for Ed Statistics

Note:
Digital badges are 
currently the fastest 
growing credential in 
the United States.  

Where do they fit in the 
traditional educational 
landscape?

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator/cts/postsecondary-certificate-degree


Google has enrolled more that 75,000 
stude nts in the ir IT ce rtificate  tra ining  
p rogram

THAT’S MORE THAN THE
ENROLLMENT OF 
PRINCETON, 
HARVARD, AND
YALE COMBINED

Source: Inside Higher Ed

https://www.insidehighered.com/digital-learning/article/2019/06/14/google-it-certificate-program-expands-more-community-colleges


4. How is an NQF 
being developed?
The USQF is being run in 3 phases:

➔ Phase 1
De ve lopm e nt of the  fram e work

➔ Phase 2
Adoption of the  fram e work

➔ Phase 3
Mainte nance  of the  fram e work



Milestones

2021 2022

October 2021
Annual TAICEP conference 
(held online)

January 2022
Conversations begin at 
ECE & call to action 
delivered

May 2022
Advisory Council 
established

October 2022
Matrix developed & ready 
for feedback



Meet the Advisory 
Council
The original members of the Advisory Council 
include participants from the following entities:

● AACRAO
● Association of International Credential 

Evaluators, Inc. (AICE)
● Credential Engine
● Corporation for a Skilled Workforce
● Educational Credential Evaluators, Inc (ECE)
● National Association of Credential Evaluation 

Services (NACES)

● National Student Clearinghouse

https://www.aacrao.org/
https://aice-eval.org/
https://credentialengine.org/
https://skilledwork.org/
https://www.ece.org/
https://www.naces.org/
https://www.studentclearinghouse.org/


Where are we now?
As Phase I nears 
completion, we 
will begin moving 
on to Phase II.

USQF Matrix Draft 
developed and 
ready for 
feedback.

Testing and 
implementation 
with additional 
stakeholders 
needed.



Meet the USQF
Draft USQF with 9 levels, based on current analysis of 
former research.



Join us!
We hope you’ll join us in this exciting and 

necessary endeavor.

For more information or to become involved, 
email USQFProject@ece.org

Presenters:
margit@ece.org
mganiere@ece.org

mailto:USQFProject@ece.org
mailto:margit@ece.org
mailto:mganiere@ece.org


“You don’t know what 
you don’t know.”

-Socrates
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Please Complete a Session Survey
Open Session 
Details in the 
Website or 
Mobile App 
Schedule 

“Take Survey” 
Button Available 10 

Minutes Before 
Session Ends 

“Submit” (Then…go 
find coffee!) 

Step 1 

Step 2 Step 3 
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