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TVET in Chinese Education System



Overview of Vocational Education in China-
Primary and Secondary

Primary Vocational Education

● Offered at the lower secondary level at 
vocational junior secondary school (职业初
中)

● Duration: 3 years (Grades 7-9)
● Provides access to: employment, secondary 

vocational education or general upper 
secondary education

● Very few students choose primary 
vocational education

Secondary Vocational Education
● Offered at

○ specialized secondary school (中等专
业学校)

○ vocational high school (职业高中)
○ skilled workers school (技工学校)

● Admission based on completion of Grade 9
● Duration: 2-4 years before 2008, and 3 

years since 2008
● Provides access to: employment, further 

education in vocational colleges or 
universities 



Overview of Vocational Education in China
Higher Vocational Education

Zhuanke Program

● Offered at higher vocational colleges or 
vocational universities

● Admission based on Gaokao (d) or the 
higher vocational education admission 
test (academic plus skills test)

● Duration: 2-3 years
● Provides access to: employment; 

bachelor upgrade program 

Benke/Bachelor Program

● Offered at Vocational Universities since 
2019

● Admission based on Gaokao (d) or the 
higher vocational education admission 
test (academic plus skills test)

● Duration: 4 years
● Provides access to: employment; post-

graduate (Master) programs



Recent Development & Reforms

China’s push to expand vocation education (July 2019)
● The Chinese government has designated 100 billion yuan (about US$15 billion) to expand the 

vocational training system. 
● A new system will see some universities transform into “Vocational Colleges or Universities” 

or “ Universities of Applied Science,” with graduates emerging with both degrees and 
diplomas as well as specialized vocational certificates in high-priority fields.

China announces vocational education action plan for 2020-2023 (December 2020)
● The Action Plan is to ensure more pathways for students to enter higher vocational education.
● The Action Plan also seeks the steady development of high level vocational education, 

including the continued trialling of vocational education at bachelor degree level, and where 
applicable, encouraging capable universities to switch their focus from being “academic-
oriented" to “application-oriented".



Recent Development & Reforms (Cont.)

China considers law revision to promote vocational education:
• Vocational education should enjoy equal importance to general education.

• It stipulates giving greater autonomy to vocational schools in their operations, thus 
promoting the quality and level of education.

• Further efforts to strengthen the teacher workforce and improve the mechanism for 
funding in vocational education.

Source: https://monitor.icef.com/2019/07/chinas-push-to-expand-vocational-education/Toll-

https://internationaleducation.gov.au/international-network/china/PolicyUpdates-China/Pages/China-announce-vocational-education-action-plan-for-2020-
2023.aspx

https://monitor.icef.com/2019/07/chinas-push-to-expand-vocational-education/Toll-
https://internationaleducation.gov.au/international-network/china/PolicyUpdates-China/Pages/China-announce-vocational-education-action-plan-for-2020-2023.aspx


Number of Vocational Secondary Schools from 2008-2020



Secondary Vocational Student Enrollment from 2008-2020



Secondary Vocational Programs

中等职业教育
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Secondary Specialized/Vocational Programs
中等专业、中等职业教育
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Have majors, like post-secondary programs                                                  

Are at the senior secondary level          

Some older programs could be 4 years, vs. 3 years for regular secondary program

!! Can follow a regular senior secondary program !!

!! Can be (and are) misrepresented as undergraduate programs !!



Secondary Vocational Identifiers

中 等 - secondary

中等专业 / 中专 - secondary  specialized

中等职业 / 中职 - secondary vocational

护士学校 - nursing school

卫生学校 - health school

职业学校 - vocational school
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中等技术 / 中技 - secondary technical

中专学校 – secondary specialized school

技工学校 – skilled workers school (technician school)

中

专



Secondary Specialized Program Sample -1992 
Identifying True Credential Level
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Misleading wording (Blue):
- Higher Education 高等教育
- Nursing major 护理 专业
- Jinan University 暨南大学

True level indicators (Green):
- 中等专业 Secondary 

Vocational 
- 中专 Secondary Vocational
- 护士学校Nursing School



Secondary Specialized Program Sample -2014
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6 years

Orchestral Instrument 
Performance - Viola

Secondary Specialized



Secondary Vocational Program Sample -2010
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Identifying Secondary Vocational Program 
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Secondary Vocational

Vocational School



Secondary Technical Program Sample -2008 
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Secondary Specialized Program Case Study
Graduation Certificate from 1996



Secondary Specialized Program Case Study (Cont.)
Transcript Translations 



Secondary Specialized Program Case Study (Cont.)
Identifying True Level- School Name

学校-School



Secondary Specialized Program Case Study (Cont.)
Identifying True Level- Cover Page

中 等 专 业
Secondary Specialized



Secondary Specialized Program Case Study (Cont.)
Identifying True Level-Transcript



Higher Vocational Programs 

高等职业教育
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Higher Vocational  Programs（高等职业教育）
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● National College Entrance Examination (Gaokao) or the higher vocational education 
admission test (academic plus skills test)

Admission requirements

• Short-cycle program (Zhuanke): 2- 3 years 
• Long-cycle program (Benke): 4 years

Duration

• 大专 - Da Zhuan 
• 专科 - Zhuanke
• 本科 - Benke
• 高等 - Higher (Tertiary Level)
• 学士学位-Bachelor’s Degree

Identifiers



Zhuanke Program Sample 
Graduation Certificate from 1988

三年- 3 Years 

专科- Zhuanke



Zhuanke Program Sample
Graduation Certificate from 1998

Higher

专科Zhuanke

二年 2 years



Zhuanke Program Sample 
Graduation Certificate from 2012
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Higher

3 years

Zhuanke



Zhuanke Program Sample 
Graduation Certificate from 2017

高等: Higher (Tertiary Level)

三年制- 3 Year 

专科- Zhuanke



Zhuanke Program Sample from 2017
( Chinese Transcript & Translations )



Zhuanke Program Sample from 2017
(Transcript-Closer Look )



Benke Vocational Program Sample?

● No samples for benke vocational 
programs yet 

● Documents will have similar terminology 
as regular benke/bachelor programs

● Look for these key characters: 
○ 本科: Benke 
○ 学士学位: Bachelor’s Degree
○ 大学: Universities 



Combined Secondary-Undergraduate Programs

五年一贯制专科
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Combined Programs: Secondary-Undergraduate
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• Graduation from junior secondary school (Grade 9)

Admission requirements

• 3 years of secondary (Grades 10-12) + 2 years of undergraduate study
• ! If a student enters after senior secondary, still = 3 years secondary + 2 years 

undergraduate study

Equivalence

• 初中起点大专 - zhuanke after junior secondary school
• 五年一贯制专科 - 5-year integrated zhuanke
• 五年制专科 - 5-year zhuanke
• Zhuanke program (专科 / 大专 / 高职) lists 5 years of study instead of 2-3

Identifiers



5-year zhuanke

Combined Secondary-Undergraduate Program Sample
Graduation Certificate from 2008
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Combined Secondary-Undergraduate Program Sample 
Graduation Certificate from 2008
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higher vocational after 
junior secondary

5-year Zhuanke



Combined Secondary-Undergraduate Program Sample 
Graduation Certificate from 2020
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5-year integrated Zhuanke



Combined Secondary-Undergraduate Program Transcript 
SampleSecondary Post-Secondary



Combined Secondary-Undergraduate Program Transcript Sample
Closer Look at First Three-Year Courses 



Tips and Toolkit for Reading Chinese Credentials 



Reading Chinese Numbers and Dates
Simplified Traditional Simplified Traditional 

〇 零 zero        九 玖 nine 

一 壹 on           十 拾 ten

二 贰 tw           十一 eleven 

三 参 thre         二十 twenty                               

四 肆 four         年 year  

五 伍 five          月 month 

六 陆 six            日 day 

七 柒 seven      生 born 

八 捌 eight        于 … 至 …      from … to …
41

Chinese dates are in the order of 
year, month and day, for 
example:

二〇二一 年 十 月 八 日

2 0 2 1 Year 10 Month 8 Day



Chinese Numbers & Hand Gestures



Verbal Identifiers of Level

中 等 - secondary
中等专业 / 中专 - secondary  specialized

中等职业 / 中职 - secondary vocational
护士学校 - nursing school

卫生学校 - health school

职业学校 - vocational school

中专学校 – secondary specialized school

高 等 - higher (not to confuse with 高级 in 高级中学)

专科 / 大专 – zhuanke (short-cycle undergraduate)
专升本 / 专科起点本科 / 独立本科段 - ‘upgrade 
benke program’
本科 – benke (long-cycle undergraduate)

研究生 - graduate student

学院 - college

大学 - university

43

Shared Vocabulary
*** 专业 major

Secondary Vocational Identifiers Post-Secondary Vocational Identifiers

技工学校 – skilled-workers school



Identifying Program Level Rules of Thumb
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Look for verbal 
identifiers (listed on 

previous slide) 

If none are present –
default to the lower 
of the possible levels

If both are present –
default to the lower 
of the possible levels

Institutions that are 
almost always secondary
(exceptions are rare post-

2000):

Nursing schools 
护士学校

Health/Hygiene 
schools 卫生学校

Vocational schools 
职业学校



Interactive  Practice 



Case Studies via Online Quiz 

• Go to: www.slido.com
• Enter Code: 163815
• 9 quizzes including 5 case studies and some fun stuff 
• Keep your handouts handy
• Review each credential and choose the answer
• Presenters will give the correct answer and explain why 

http://www.slido.com


Quiz # 1

Which of the following popular 
Chinese food in North America is NOT 
originated from China?

A. Potstickers (Pan-Fried 
Dumplings)

B. Spring Rolls
C. Fried Rice
D. Fortune Cookies



Quiz # 2
What type of program does this 2014 diploma represent？



Quiz # 3
What type of program does this 2010 diploma represent？



Quiz # 4: Bei Bei’s birth year is?
Bei Bei, the panda was born in 2015 at the National Zoo in 
Washington, D.C., in the United States. 

a. 一〇二五
b. 二〇一六
c. 二〇一五
d. 二〇一三

Photos@ Jade Jiang Rieger



Quiz # 5
What type of program does this 2007 diploma represnt？
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Midwifery
? years



Quiz # 6
What type of program does this 2013 diploma represent？

52



Quiz # 7: How many types of noodles in China?

Because of the different methods of 
preparation and the use of varying 
ingredients, there are over ________ 
types of noodles in China.

a. 150
b. 300
c. 600
d. 1200



Quiz # 8
What type of program does this 1989 diploma represent?
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Quiz # 9

Which set of Chinese characters refers to the country 
of “China”?

a. 德国
b. 中国
c. 美国
d. 英国



Resources



Resources

● Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China: http://www.moe.gov.cn/
● Department of Vocational and Adult Education, Ministry of Education of the People’s 

Republic of China: http://www.moe.gov.cn/s78/A07/zcs_left/moe_737/
● China Higher Education Student Information and Career Center (CHESICC): 

https://www.chsi.com.cn/

● ICES: www.bcit.ca/ices
● IQAS Assessment for Immigration: https://www.alberta.ca/iqas-immigration.aspx

● ECE® Connection:https://theconnection.ece.org/Home
○ ECE®Education System Charts and Keys: 

https://theconnection.ece.org/ECEEdSystemChartsKe/667/r
○ Sample Documents:  https://theconnection.ece.org/SampleDocs/0
○ Message Board:https://theconnection.ece.org/MessageBoard

http://www.moe.gov.cn/
http://www.moe.gov.cn/s78/A07/zcs_left/moe_737/
https://www.chsi.com.cn/
http://www.bcit.ca/ices
https://www.alberta.ca/iqas-immigration.aspx
https://theconnection.ece.org/Home
https://theconnection.ece.org/ECEEdSystemChartsKe/667/r
https://theconnection.ece.org/SampleDocs/0
https://theconnection.ece.org/MessageBoard


Jade Jiang Rieger
Research & Knowledge Management Evaluator

Educational Credential Evaluators, Inc

101 W Pleasant St Suite #200, Milwaukee, WI 53212, USA 

Website: www.ece.org

Email: jjrieger@ece.org
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Questions?

Mary Zhang
International Credential Evaluator

International Credential Evaluation Service (ICES)
British Columbia University of Technology (BCIT)

3700 Willingdon Avenue, Burnaby, BC V5G 3H2, Canada

Web Site www.bcit.ca/ices

Email: mary_zhang@bcit.ca

http://www.ece.org
mailto:jjrieger@ece.org
https://m365.us.vadesecure.com/safeproxy/v4?f=vZU26kLCttVRFKXkWXHB7CuWh9twMVfw1svF5qUphUZ10CmmBeTDvZDRybY1bRY7&i=HGykPh4mVnKI8qI0dalQDgs-QYA7gYmzh84xW5zhe33EnX2l-OqK1jhMSI5YnB-9UABLlD2MFdxjLhq6VTQxkg&k=2nuV&r=zJh3a__nZWj3Zeghn4BBuoi0heGZOPzTRruEN0odNbJ0OV4jzORb21UW-LGMY1E5&s=2278f2e079283763b2d3807408f0304b28a858f27def569e2fe3711d32678239&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcan01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.bcit.ca%252Fices%26data%3D04%257C01%257CMary_Zhang%2540bcit.ca%257C451fd5d78bfa4cc191f308d8f2e8a678%257C8322cefd0a4c4e2cbde5b17933e7b00f%257C0%257C0%257C637526428322357531%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C1000%26sdata%3DEvXV%252FhQXO%252B3sBylUDGAfrcGx0kIVwRUj9UoG%252B0je7G8%253D%26reserved%3D0
mailto:mary_zhang@bcit.ca


谢谢！

Photos@ Jade Jiang RiegerThank You!
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