
Islamic Sensory History



Handbook of Oriental Studies
Handbuch der Orientalistik

section one

The Near and Middle East

Edited by

Maribel Fierro (Madrid)
M. Şükrü Hanioğlu (Princeton)

D. Fairchild Ruggles (University of Illinois)
Florian Schwarz (Vienna)

Volume 182.2

The titles published in this series are listed at brill.com/ho1

http://brill.com/ho1


Islamic Sensory History

Volume 2: 600–1500

Edited by

Christian Lange and Adam Bursi

LEIDEN | BOSTON



Typeface for the Latin, Greek, and Cyrillic scripts: “Brill”. See and download: brill.com/brill-typeface.

issn 0169-9423
isbn 978-90-04-51592-5 (hardback)
isbn 978-90-04-51593-2 (e-book)
DOI 10.1163/9789004515932

Copyright 2024 by Christian Lange and Adam Bursi. Published by Koninklijke Brill BV, Leiden, 
The Netherlands.
Koninklijke Brill BV incorporates the imprints Brill, Brill Nijhoff, Brill Schöningh, Brill Fink, Brill mentis, 
Brill Wageningen Academic, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, Böhlau and V&R unipress.
Koninklijke Brill BV reserves the right to protect this publication against unauthorized use.

This book is printed on acid-free paper and produced in a sustainable manner.

	 This is an open access title distributed under the terms of the CC BY-NC 4.0 license, which 
permits any non-commercial use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided no 
alterations are made and the original author(s) and source are credited. Further information 
and the complete license text can be found at https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by-nc/4.0/

The terms of the CC license apply only to the original material. The use of material from other sources 
(indicated by a reference) such as diagrams, illustrations, photos and text samples may require further 
permission from the respective copyright holder. 

Open Access publication of this volume was made possible by the ERC Consolidator Grant “The Senses of 
Islam: A Cultural History of Perception in the Muslim World (SENSIS)” (project no. 724951). SENSIS, which 
ran from 2017 to 2023 at the University of Utrecht, supported the research for Chapters 3–6, 7, 17–18, 23, 
31–32, 35, 37, 40, 42–45 and the editing of the volume as a whole.

Cover illustration: Designed by Arash Ghajarjazi, 2023.

The Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available online at https://catalog.loc.gov 

http://brill.com/brill-typeface
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://catalog.loc.gov


Contents

Acknowledgments xi
Abbreviations xiii
Note on Dates, Transliteration, and Citation xiv
Notes on Contributors xv

Part 1
Scriptural Foundations

1	 The Senses in the Qurʾān 3
Hannelies Koloska

2	 Ibn Isḥāq (d. ca. 151/768) on Vision in the Prophet’s Biography 27
Richard McGregor

3	 Ibn Abī Shayba (d. 235/849) on the Senses in the Afterlife 39
Christian Lange

4	 Ibn Abī l-Dunyā (d. 281/894) on Scrupulous Sensory Piety among Early 
Muslim Ascetics 53

Adam Bursi

5	 Ibn Bābawayh (d. 381/991) on the Shiʿi Sensorium 66
Christian Lange

6	 Ibn al-Athīr (d. 606/1210) on the Prophet’s Sense of Smell 79
Christian Lange

Part 2
Literary and Aesthetic Perspectives

7	 Al-Jāḥiẓ (d. 255/869) on Animal and Human Sensation 93
Christian Lange

8	 Ibn Sayyār al-Warrāq ( fl. Mid-fourth/Mid-tenth Century) on 
Multisensory Dining and Wining 104

Nawal Nasrallah



vi Contents

9	 Al-Sarī al-Raffāʾ’s (d. 362/973) Invitations to Delight 116
Jocelyn Sharlet

10	 Abū l-Faraj al-Iṣbahānī (d. 360/971) on the Conditions and Effects 
of Music 125

George Sawa

11	 ʿAlī b. Naṣr al-Kātib ( fl. Late Fourth/Tenth Century) on 
Erotic Sensations 137

Pernilla Myrne

12	 Ibn Jubayr (d. 614/1217) on the Illumination of the Sacred Mosque 
in Mecca 148

Julie Bonnéric

13	 Abū l-Majd Tabrīzī (d. after 736/1336) on the Debate between the Ear 
and the Eye 159

Tanvir Ahmed and Shahzad Bashir

14	 Al-Maqrīzī (d. 845/1442) on the History of the Call to Prayer 
in Egypt 170

Maroussia Bednarkiewicz

15	 Al-Badrī (d. 894/1489) on Hashish and the Senses 184
Danilo Marino and Franz Rosenthal(†)

16	 Al-Suyūṭī (d. 911/1505) on the Four Princes of Perfume 190
Geert Jan van Gelder

Part 3
Philosophical and Scientific Perspectives

17	 Al-Kindī (d. after 256/870) on the Effects of Music, Colors, 
and Scents 209

Adam Bursi and Anya King

18	 The Ikhwān al-Ṣafāʾ (Fourth/Tenth Century) on Sense 
and Sensibilia 220

Christian Lange



viiContents

19	 Abū Zayd al-Balkhī (d. 322/934) on the Nature and Therapeutic Use 
of Odorous Substances 233

Hinrich Biesterfeldt and Everett K. Rowson

20	 Ibn al-Jazzār (d. 369/979–80) on Smell, Perfume, and Health 239
Anya King

21	 Ibn al-Haytham (d. ca. 432/1040) on Vision 249
Jan Hogendijk and Abdelhamid I. Sabra(†)

22	 Suhrawardī (d. 587/1191) on Eyesight and Vision 259
Hanif Amin Beidokhti

23	 Ibn Rushd (d. 595/1198) on Sense Perception 273
Rotraud Hansberger

24	 Al-Jildakī ( fl. 8th/14th Century) on the Alchemy of the Senses 291
Christian Lange

25	 Nakhshabī (d. 751/1350) on the Nose 304
Zhinia Noorian

Part 4
Theological Perspectives

26	 Al-Naẓẓām (d. ca. 230/845) on the Physics of Sensory Perception 317
James Weaver

27	 Al-Ashʿarī (d. 324/935–6) on Muʿtazilite Claims about the Senses and 
Sense Perception 328

David Bennett

28	 Al-Qāḍī ʿAbd al-Jabbār (d. 415/1025) on the Impossibility 
of Seeing God 340

Fatih Han

29	 Ibn Sīnā (d. 428/1037) on Dismissing Sense Perception and on the 
Eternal Sense 352

Cornelis van Lit



viii Contents

30	 Al-Ghazālī (d. 505/1111) on Visionary Experiences and the Internal and 
External Senses 364

Domenico Ingenito

31	 Al-Khāzin al-Baghdādī (d. 741/1340) on the Evil Eye 382
Christian Lange

32	 Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya (d. 751/1350) on the Virtues of the Eye and 
the Ear 389

Christian Lange

Part 5
Spiritual and Mystical Perspectives

33	 Al-Ghazālī (d. 505/1111) on Listening to Music 403
Ines Weinrich

34	 The Ta‌ʾwīlāt Najmiyya (7th/13th Century) on the Body, the Soul, and 
the Senses 416

Eyad Abuali

35	 ʿAṭṭār (d. 618/1221) on the Wayfarer’s Encounter with the Senses 428
Cyrus Ali Zargar

36	 Ibn al-ʿArabī (d. 638/1240) on the Masters of Sensation 437
Christian Lange

37	 Najm al-Dīn Rāzī Dāya (d. 654/1256) on the Sequence of 
Visionary Lights 448

Austin O’Malley

38	 Rūmī (d. 627/1273) on Sensory Perception 461
Asghar Seyed-Gohrab and Alan Williams

39	 Saʿdī (d. 691/1292) on the Senses, the Body, and Imagination 476
Domenico Ingenito



ixContents

Part 6
Legal and Ethical Perspectives

40	 Ibn Abī Zayd (d. 386/996) on Scent, Sight, Taste, and Touch during 
the Ḥajj 501

Adam Bursi

41	 Al-Qudūrī (d. 428/1037) on Purity 513
Brannon Wheeler

42	 Al-Sarakhsī (d. ca. 490/1096) on the Protocol of the Gaze 525
Christian Lange

43	 Ibn al-ʿArabī (d. 543/1148) on Touching the Qurʾān 538
Christian Lange

44	 Al-Nawawī (d. 676/1277) on Kissing and Handshaking 545
Christian Lange

45	 Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya (d. 751/1350) on the Legal Status 
of the Senses 553

Christian Lange

Index of Qurʾānic Verses 563
Index of Names 566
Index of Terms 581





Acknowledgments

It is our pleasure to acknowledge the support of various colleagues and friends 
in the years leading up to the publication of this volume.

The Utrecht University Arabic reading group, between 2017 and 2021, read 
and discussed several of the texts translated in this volume. We would like 
to express our gratitude to the members of this group: Hayat Ahlili, Kotoz 
Abdelhafiz Ahmed, Eyad Abuali, Maroussia Bednarkiewicz, Luca Bruls, Adam 
Bursi, Yusuf Çelik, Thom Dekker, Arash Ghajarjazi, Cathrien Hoijink, Nico 
Landman, Christian Lange, Simon Leese, Melle Lyklema, Rukayyah Reichling, 
Mehdi Sajid, Jan van Ophuijsen, and Harald Viersen. For a reading of Chap-
ter 18 (Ikhwān al-Ṣafāʾ) and Chapter 23 (Ibn Rushd), the group was joined by 
Omar Alí-de-Unzaga, Rotraud Hansberger, Aslisho Qurboniev, and Gowaart 
Van Den Bossche. Additional advice was offered by Nader El-Bizri, Regula 
Forster, Juliane Klein, Yaron Klein, Everett Rowson, and Eric Winkel.

Chapter 16 (al-Suyūṭī) is a reformatted reprint of Geert Jan van Gelder, “Four 
perfumes of Arabia,” Res Orientales 11 (1998), pp. 203–12, with permission of 
the author and of the Groupe pour l’Étude de la Civilisation du Moyen Orient 
(Bures-sur-Yvette).

In addition, we would like to thank the following publishers and institutions 
for their kind permission to republish—and in one case, prepublish—a num-
ber of translations.

The translations included in Chapter 21 (Ibn al-Haytham) are reprinted from 
Abdelhamid I. Sabra, The Optics of Ibn al-Haytham: Books I–III; On Direct Vision, 
2 vols. (London: The Warburg Institute, 1989), vol. 1, pp. 3–6, 80–2, 211–14, with 
permission from the Warburg Institute and the University of London Press.

The translation of the passages on sensation from al-Ashʿarī’s Maqālāt 
al-islāmiyyīn (Chapter 27) is excerpted from a complete translation of 
al-Ashʿarī’s work that will be published by the Library of Arabic Literature 
(NYU/Abu Dhabi), with permission from the publisher, New York University 
Press, and the editors of the series.

The translation in Chapter 22 (Suhrawardī) is adapted from John Walbridge 
and Hossein Ziai, The Philosophy of Illumination (Provo: Brigham Young Uni-
versity Press, 1999), §§ 99–105, 225–8 (= pp. 69–74, 137–40), with permission of 
Brigham Young University Press.

The translations included in (1) Chapter 8 (Ibn Sayyār al-Warrāq), (2) Chap-
ter 10 (Abū l-Faraj al-Iṣbahānī), and (3) Chapter 15 (al-Badrī) have previously 
been published in (1) Nawal Nasrallah, Annals of the Caliphs’ Kitchens (Leiden- 
Boston: Brill, 2007), pp. 79–82, 91–6, 178–9, 228, 249–52, 502, (2) George Sawa, 



xii Acknowledgments

Musical and Socio-cultural Anecdotes from Kitāb al-Aghānī al-Kabīr (Leiden- 
Boston: Brill, 2019), pp. 73–4, 215, 277–81, 283–4, 287, 291–2, 300, 302–3, 305, 323, 
337, 378–9, and (3) Franz Rosenthal, The Herb: Hashish versus Medieval Mus-
lim Society (Leiden: Brill, 1971), pp. 152–3, republished in Man versus Society in 
Medieval Islam, ed. Dimitri Gutas (Leiden-Boston: Brill, 2014), pp. 287–8.

At Brill, we thank Maurits van den Boogert and Abdurraouf Oueslati for 
agreeing to include Islamic Sensory History in the Handbooks of Oriental Studies 
series and for seeing this volume to press, as well as Wai Min Kan for facili-
tating its publication in Open Access. We likewise wish to thank Muhammad 
Ridwaan for his diligent copy-editing work, and Aisha Moussa for expertly 
compiling the indexes. The two anonymous reviewers gave generously of their 
time and erudition and greatly improved the manuscript.

Open Access publication of this volume was made possible by the ERC Con-
solidator Grant “The Senses of Islam: A Cultural History of Perception in the 
Muslim World (SENSIS)” (project no. 724951). SENSIS, which ran from 2017 to 
2023 at the University of Utrecht, also supported the research for Chapters 3–6, 
7, 17–18, 23, 31–32, 35, 37, 40, 42–45 and the editing of the volume as a whole.

Utrecht/Saint Paul,
The editors



Abbreviations

BSOAS	 Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies
EI2	 The Encyclopaedia of Islam: New Edition, ed. H. A. R. Gibb et al., 12 vols., 

Leiden: Brill, 1954–2004
EI3	 The Encyclopaedia of Islam: THREE, ed. Kate Fleet, Gudrun Krämer, 

Denis Matringe, and Everett Rowson, Leiden-Boston: Brill, 2007–, 
online publication

EIr	 Encyclopaedia Iranica, ed. Ehsan Yarshater et al., Bibliotheca Persica Press, 
1985–, online publication

EQ	 The Encyclopedia of the Qurʾān, ed. Jane Dammen McAuliffe et al., 6 vols., 
Leiden-Boston: Brill, 2001–6

GAL	 Carl Brockelmann, Geschichte der arabischen Litteratur, first publ. 1898, 
Leiden: Brill, 1943–9

GAS	 Fuat Sezgin, Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums, Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1967–
ILS	 Islamic Law and Society
ISH	 Christian Lange (gen. ed.), Islamic Sensory History, Leiden-Boston: 

Brill, 2024–
JAL	 Journal of Arabic Literature
JAOS	 Journal of the American Oriental Society
JAPA	 Journal of the American Philosophical Association
JQS	 Journal of Qurʾanic Studies
JRAS	 Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society
JSAI	 Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam
JSS	 Journal of Sufi Studies
Lane	 Edward Lane, Arabic-English Lexicon, 8 vols., 1863, repr. Beirut 1968
MW	 The Muslim World
SEP	 The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, ed. Edward N. Zalta et al., 

Metaphysics Research Lab, Philosophy Department, Stanford University, 
1999–, online publication

SI	 Studia Islamica
TG	 Josef van Ess, Theologie und Gesellschaft im 2. und 3. Jahrhundert der 

Hidschra. Eine Geschichte des religiösen Denkens im frühen Islam, 6 vols., 
Berlin-New York: de Gruyter, 1991–7

WKAS	 Manfred Ullmann, Wörterbuch der klassischen arabischen Sprache, 
Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 1970–

ZDMG	 Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenländischen Gesellschaft
ZGAIW	 Zeitschrift für Geschichte der arabisch-islamischen Wissenschaften



Note on Dates, Transliteration, and Citation

In the text, dates for the premodern era are given both according to the 
Islamic Hijrī calendar and the Julian/Gregorian calendar. In the bibliogra-
phies, books issuing from Iran are occasionally listed according to their year 
of publication in the Iranian solar calendar, and accordingly marked with “sh”  
(shamsī, “solar”).

Transliteration of Arabic, Persian, and Turkish terms follows the rules 
applied in the third edition of the Encylopaedia of Islam (Leiden-Boston: 
Brill, 2007–).
Ḥadīths from the Sunni ḥadīth canon are cited following the convention 

established in Arent Jan Wensinck’s Concordance et indices de la tradition 
musulmane, 8 vols., 2nd ed. (Leiden-New York: Brill, 1993), that is, by the name 
of the kitāb and number of the bāb.

Throughout this book, footnotes only show the short title of books and arti-
cles; full information is given in the list of references at the end of the intro-
duction to each chapter.
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