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Birth / Death / Marriage Certificates
• National Federal System for Certificates
• QR code and online verification of Certificates
• No need for signed authorizations to order
• Many birth certificates available online at 

https://www.gob.mx/ActaNacimiento/
• Online certificates need CURP number or birth

info and  parent’s name (assuming in system).
• Certificates also available at any Civil Registry

(Registro Civil) office or Consulate.

https://www.gob.mx/ActaNacimiento/


Problems Ordering Certificates

• Certificates not in federal system.
• Each state / municipality handles differently, 

Guadalajara has from late 1800’s in system.  
• Some states only have last 40 years.
• Personal appearance to upload some, others a 

phone call will suffice.
• Getting a response to phone calls or emails



• Transcription (deciphering) errors.
• Record not found, if name search yields no 

results try to get cert #.  Church records.



• Records destroyed, i.e. Cristero War 1926-
1929.



• Records that do not comply with current strict
practices, i.e. born in «this place» not
mentioning specific city, etc.

• Burdensome requirements to correct or
amend or even upload!

• Proving relationship, requiring valid Mexican
ID of family members and Tax ID numbers, 
baptismal certificates, personal appearances, 
etc.



Obtaining Records from Public Agencies
• Right to access guaranteed in Mexican

Constitution Article 6.
• Online requests for a person’s personal records.
• https://www.plataformadetransparencia.org.mx/I

nicio
• COMAR (Refugee agency) / INAMI (Immigration)
• 20 business days to approve request then 15 

business days to provide information requested.
• Free if you choose online delivery method.
• Federal and State police letters online or remote

https://www.plataformadetransparencia.org.mx/Inicio
https://www.plataformadetransparencia.org.mx/Inicio


Transparency Challenges
• Concise and specific description of records 

sought.
• Valid identification for the requestor
• Overworked, ignorant or lackadaisical

authorities
• Patience is necessary (20 + 15 business days)
• Online appeal process if deadlines are not met

or if excuses made or if they try to charge $$$ 
or make you personally pick up.



Easy online ordering



Ordering Criminal Background Checks

• 2 types of federal and state
• For easy federal and state need CURP number
• No CURP needed if FGR (formerly PGR)
• FGR needs consular request (oficio)
• Easiest is federal here(2025 $232.00 pesos) 

https://constancias.oadprs.gob.mx/
• Site asks for passport and birth cert but 

accepts any document and no verification.

https://constancias.oadprs.gob.mx/


Federal Criminal Records Check



FGR Remote Requirements
1) Consulate request letter directed to FGR in Guadalajara, Jalisco (or wherever)
2) Copy of face page of passport
3) Birth certificate with apostille issued within last 5 years
4) 3 color passport photos Mexican passport size 4.5x.3.5cm, 2 front view and 1 
right side view
5) Recent (dated within 90 days) utility bill as proof of current address
6) 2 sets of fingerprint cards with all fingerprints taken by police of government 
agency

7) Carta poder (power of attorney letter signed by 2 witnesses)



FGR Oficio (request) from Consulate



FGR Criminal Records Check



State (Jalisco) Remote Criminal 
Records Check

1. Fingerprints on fingerprint card of all 10 fingers done by governmental authority
2. 2 photographs credential size in color or black and white (3.5 x 5 cm)
3. Legible copy of passport
4. Proof of residence / utility bill
5. CURP
6. Power of attorney / authorizing letter
7. Pay fees
8. Provide email address to order future certs online



Jalisco No Criminal Record Certificate



Issues with remote ordering
• Migrants with no CURP number
• Cancelation of old CURP if immigration

document canceled.
• Duplicity of CURP numbers
• CURP number is a personal number assigned 

to all residents / citizens in Mexico and it is 
made up of letters of your name date, place of 
birth, sex and unique identifiers.  

• Differentiates between people born with same
name same place or same date.



Thank you / Muchas gracias!
Lic. Spencer Richard Mc Mullen Abogado / Perito Traductor
guadlegal@gmail.com www.chapalalaw.com
Av. Vallarta 4449A 
Colonia Vallarta Cuauhtémoc
Zapopan, Jalisco 45049
(33)1592-3801 / (33)1592-3792
US VOIP (805)563-3300

Hidalgo #230
Colonia Centro
Chapala, Jalisco, México 45900
Office (376)765-7553 / (376)765-6900
US VOIP (805)683-4848
US Fax (805)880-0454

mailto:guadlegal@gmail.com




Lic. Spencer Richard Mc Muullen
• Attorney & Official Court Translator (Perito Traductor)

Official Translations English / Spanish / English
Licenciado en Derecho (Law Degree) – Universidad America Latina
Especialidad en Derecho Procesal Civil y Mercantil (Specialty 
Postgraduate Degree) – Universidad Panamericana

• 12 postgraduate diploma courses in Civil, Probate, Extraordinary
Writs, Corporate, Tax and Real Estate Law.
Jalisco State and Federal Judicial Council Authorized Court Translator

• United States Consulate Authorized Official Translator and Attorney
• Embassy of Germany Authorized Attorney
• Federal Banking and Insurance Commission (CONDUSEF) Arbitrator
• As seen on and interviewed by: Good Morning America, The New 

York Times, USA Today, El Informador, Milenio, Santa Barbara News 
Press, The Guadalajara Reporter, Newsweek, Fox News, ABC News, 
Julio Astillero, Yucalandia, The Mazatlan Post, among other
respected media sources.
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