DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO 2020
HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Democratic Republic of the Congo is a centralized constitutional republic.
Voters popularly elect the president and the lower house of parliament (National
Assembly). Following a two-year delay, presidential, legislative, and provincial
elections were held on December 30, 2018. On January 10, 2019, the National
Independent Electoral Commission declared Felix Tshisekedi the winner of the
2018 presidential election. The 2018 election was marred by irregularities and
criticized by some observers, including the Council of Bishops, who stated the
results did not match those of their observation mission. The 2019 inauguration of
President Tshisekedi was the first peaceful transfer of power in the country’s
history.

The primary responsibility for law enforcement and public order lies with the
Congolese National Police, which operates under the Ministry of the Interior. The
National Intelligence Agency, overseen by the presidency, is responsible for
internal and external intelligence. The Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic
of the Congo and the military intelligence service operate under the control of the
Ministry of Defense and are primarily responsible for external security but in
reality focus almost exclusively on internal security. The presidency oversees the
Republican Guard, and the Ministry of Interior oversees the Directorate General
for Migration, which, together with the Congolese National Police, are responsible
for border control. Civilian authorities did not always maintain control over the
security forces. Members of the security forces committed numerous abuses.

Significant human rights issues included: unlawful or arbitrary killings, including
extrajudicial killings; forced disappearances; torture and cases of cruel, inhuman,
or degrading treatment or punishment; harsh and life-threatening prison conditions;
arbitrary detention; political prisoners or detainees; serious problems with the
independence of the judiciary; arbitrary or unlawful interference with privacy;
serious abuses in an internal conflict, including killing of civilians, enforced
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disappearances or abductions, and torture and physical abuses or punishment,
unlawful recruitment or use of child soldiers by illegal armed groups, and other
conflict-related abuses; serious restrictions on free expression and the press,
including violence, threats of violence, or unjustified arrests of journalists,
censorship, and criminal libel; interference with the rights of peaceful assembly
and freedom of association; serious acts of official corruption; lack of investigation
and accountability for violence against women; trafficking in persons; crimes
involving violence or threats of violence targeting persons with disabilities,
members of national, racial, and ethnic minority groups, and indigenous people;
crimes involving violence or threat of violence targeting lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and intersex persons; and existence of the worst forms of child labor.

The government took some steps to identify, investigate, prosecute, and punish
officials who committed human rights abuses, although there was impunity for
many such abuses. Authorities often did not investigate, prosecute, or punish those
who were responsible, particularly at higher levels. The government convicted
some officials on counts of murder, rape, torture, arbitrary detention, and
corruption, and sometimes punished security force officials who committed abuses.

Government security forces, as well as illegal armed groups, continued to commit
abuses, primarily in the restive eastern provinces and the Kasai region. These
abuses included unlawful killings, disappearances, torture, destruction of
government and private property, and sexual and gender-based violence. Illegal
armed groups also recruited, abducted, and retained child soldiers and forced labor.
The government took military action against some illegal armed groups and
investigated and prosecuted some armed group members for human rights abuses.

Section 1. Respect for the Integrity of the Person, Including
Freedom from

a. Arbitrary Deprivation of Life and Other Unlawful or Politically
Motivated Killings
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There were numerous reports the government or its agents committed arbitrary or
unlawful killings. Military courts had primary responsibility for investigating
whether security force killings were justified and pursuing prosecutions.

The state security forces (SSF) committed arbitrary or unlawful killings in
operations against illegal armed groups (IAGs) in the east and in the Kasai region
(see section 1.g.). According to the UN Joint Office of Human Rights (UNJHRO),
security forces were responsible for at least 225 extrajudicial killings across the
country as of June 30. Many of these extrajudicial killings occurred in the North
Kivu, South Kivu, and Ituri Provinces, where the Armed Forces of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (FARDC) fought the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) and
other militias, including ethnic militias in the Djugu Territory of Ituri.

The United Nations reported that between March 30 and April 22, Congolese
National Police (PNC) officers and members of the military police were
responsible for the extrajudicial killing of 66 persons, as well as the injuries of
another 74, through excessive use of force related to the crackdown on the political
and religious separatist movement Bundu Dia Kongo, also known as Bundu Dia
Mayala. In particular UN and other investigators found that on April 22, PNC
officers attacked a church in Songololo, Kongo Central Province, filled with
Bundu Dia Kongo supporters, killing 15. On April 24, during an operation to
arrest Ne Muanda Nsemi, the leader of Bundu Dia Kongo, at his compound in
Kinshasa, PNC and Republican Guard clashes with Bundu Dia Kongo supporters
resulted in the deaths of at least 33 persons. Following the Kinshasa operations,
military prosecutors took steps to investigate whether security forces had
committed unjustifiable killings and indicated they would pursue prosecutions. As
of October the investigations continued.

Local media reported that on May 21, a PNC officer shot and killed a protester in
Beni, North Kivu Province. The victim, Freddy Kambale, a member of the youth
activist group “Fight for Change” (LUCHA), was protesting continued insecurity
in the region. Police responding to the protest initially stated the march was in
violation of national COVID-19-related state of emergency provisions, which
prohibited any gatherings larger than 20. Local observers testified that only 20
persons were present at the protest. On July 13, a military court found the police
officer in question guilty of murder and sentenced him to life in prison.
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Human Rights Watch (HRW) reported that the bodies of three men who washed up
in the Lubumbashi River after protests on July 9 bore scarring and mutilations that
indicated possible torture. At least one man was alleged to have been in military
police custody prior to his death. As of September military justice officials were
investigating the case.

Although the military justice system convicted some SSF agents of human rights
abuses, impunity remained a serious problem. The government maintained joint
human rights committees with the United Nations Organization Stabilization
Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO) and used
available international resources, such as the UN-implemented technical and
logistical support program for military prosecutors as well as mobile hearings
supported by international nongovernmental organizations (NGOs). Military
courts convicted some SSF agents of human rights violations. The United Nations
reported that as of July 31, at least 85 FARDC soldiers and 32 PNC officers had
been convicted of human rights abuses.

[AGs committed arbitrary and unlawful killings throughout the year (see section
1.g.). TAGs recruited and used children as soldiers and human shields and targeted
the SSF, government officials, and others. IAGs, including the Nduma Defense of
Congo-Renewal (NDC-R) and other groups, were responsible for at least 1,315
summary executions as of June 30, which the UNJHRO described as a “staggering
increase” when compared with the 416 killings recorded during the same period in
2019.

b. Disappearance

There were reports of disappearances attributable to the SSF during the year.
Authorities often refused to acknowledge the detention of suspects and sometimes
detained suspects in unofficial facilities, including on military bases and in
detention facilities operated by the National Intelligence Agency (ANR). The
whereabouts of some civil society activists and civilians arrested by the SSF
remained unknown for long periods. Despite President Tshisekedi’s promise to
grant the United Nations access to all detention facilities, some ANR prisons
remained hidden and thus were impossible to access.
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UNJHRO reported that on February 22, PNC agents allegedly arbitrarily arrested
and illegally detained two men in Kalemie, the capital of Tanganyika Province.
The two were arrested on the grounds that they were fighting in public. On
February 24, a family member went to the police station to visit the men and was
informed that they had escaped. Since the arrest, however, the family had not
heard from the two men.

MONUSCO reported that on June 9, a man in Kinshasa was the victim of an
enforced disappearance. Prior to his disappearance, the victim reportedly informed
a relative of a dispute between himself and a FARDC officer living in Camp
Kokolo, a military facility in Kinshasa. As of September a military justice
investigation was underway.

[AGs kidnapped numerous persons, generally for forced labor, military service, or
sexual slavery. Many of these victims disappeared (see section 1.g.).

c. Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment

The law criminalizes torture, but there were credible reports the SSF continued to
abuse and torture civilians, particularly detainees and prisoners. Throughout the
year activists circulated videos of police beating unarmed and nonviolent
protesters.

Local media reported that on June 13, an ANR agent in Kalemie, Tanganyika
Province, arrested and flogged a businessman accused of counterfeiting U.S.
currency. The man was summoned to the ANR office five days after making a
purchase in a store in Kalemie. The ANR agent allegedly whipped the man’s
lower body to force a confession. A photograph of the man circulated on social
media showing him bloody with his pants down. The man was hospitalized due to
his injuries. In response Human Rights Minister Andre Lite called for an
investigation, noting the government had a policy of zero tolerance for torture. As
of November the investigation continued.

On July 28, PNC agents in Kisangani, Tshopo Province, arrested three members of
the Filimbi citizen movement after they protested the refusal of Tshopo provincial
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Governor Walle Lufungula to resign after being censured by the provincial
legislature. Filimbi and other civil society groups reported they had followed all
appropriate legal requirements for organizing a public march. Local human rights
defenders reported police tortured and mistreated the Filimbi activists while they
were under arrest, with one sent to the hospital following their release on July 30.

Human Rights Minister Andre Lite publicly condemned the governors of Equateur,
Mongala, Sankuru, Haut Uele, and Kasai Central Provinces for ordering the torture
of political dissidents.

According to the Conduct in UN Field Missions online portal, there were 30 open
allegations of sexual exploitation and abuse by Congolese peacekeepers deployed
to UN peacekeeping missions, including three from 2019, one from 2018, one from
2017, 18 from 2016, and seven from 2015. As of September the government had
not yet provided the accountability measures taken for all 30 open allegations: 17
cases of rape of a child, three cases of sexual assault of or sexual activity with a
child, one case of rape of an adult, five cases of transactional sex with an adult,
three cases of sexual assault of an adult, and one case of an exploitative
relationship with an adult.

Impunity among the FARDC for such actions was a problem, though the
government continued to make progress in holding security forces accountable for
human rights violations and abuses. The ongoing conflict in eastern DRC impeded
some efforts at accountability for such actions. The United Nations reported that
the military justice system investigated human rights abuses and convicted officers
for crimes of sexual violence, murder, arbitrary arrest, and torture.

Prison and Detention Center Conditions

Conditions in most prisons throughout the country were harsh and life threatening
due to food shortages, gross overcrowding, and inadequate sanitary conditions and
medical care. Even harsher conditions prevailed in small detention centers run by
the ANR, Republican Guard (RG), or other security forces, which often detained
prisoners for lengthy pretrial periods without providing them access to family or
legal counsel.
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Physical Conditions: Central prison facilities were severely overcrowded, with an
estimated occupancy rate of 200 percent of capacity. For example, Makala Central
Prison in Kinshasa, which was constructed in 1958 to house 1,500 prisoners, held
as many as 8,200 inmates simultaneously during the year. In August 2019 the
National Human Rights Council published findings from visits to prisons in each
of the country’s 26 provinces in 2018. The council found that all except four
prisons were grossly overcrowded and most buildings used for detention were
originally built for other purposes. For example, in Kamina, Upper Lomami
Province, 244 prisoners were being held in a former train station. In Isiro, Upper
Uele Province, 96 men were detained in a beer warchouse. In Bunia, Ituri
Province, 1,144 prisoners were held in a former pigsty.

Following the visit of UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle
Bachelet in January, the government began an initiative to decongest prisons. That
process accelerated during the COVID-19 pandemic, and as of June 30, at least
2,843 prisoners had been released.

Authorities generally confined men and women in separate areas but often held
juveniles with adults. Women were sometimes imprisoned with their children.
Authorities rarely separated pretrial detainees from convicted prisoners.

Serious threats to life and health were widespread and included violence
(particularly rape); food shortages; and inadequate potable water, sanitation,
ventilation, temperature control, lighting, and medical care. Poor ventilation
subjected detainees to extreme heat. Most prisons were understaffed,
undersupplied, and poorly maintained, leading to corruption and poor control of
the prison population, as well as prison escapes. Local media reported that the
Ministry of Justice, which oversees prisons, did not have enough money to pay for
food or medical care for inmates. The United Nations reported that through June
30, 89 individuals had died in detention, a 16 percent decrease, compared with 106
deaths recorded in the same period in 2019. These deaths resulted from
malnutrition, poor sanitation conditions, and lack of access to proper medical care.
Because inmates received inadequate supplies of food and little access to water,
many relied exclusively on relatives, NGOs, and church groups to provide them
sustenance.
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Local human rights organizations reported that during a 30-day period in January,
at least 49 inmates in Kinshasa’s Makala Central Prison died of malnutrition and
related diseases, with another 69 prisoners in Bukavu, South Kivu Province, and 44
in Goma, North Kivu Province, starving to death between October 2019 and
February. On May 3, 20 inmates escaped from the central prison in Watsa, Haut
Uele Province, by removing the facility’s roof; in the wake of the incident, the
prison director admitted many of the prisoners were suffering from malnutrition.

Directors and staff generally ran prisons for profit, selling sleeping arrangements to
the highest bidders and requiring payment for family visits. According to a
Deutsche Welle report in May, prisoners in Kasai-Oriental capital Mbuji Mayi’s
central prison and at the Ndolo military prison in Kinshasa were subject to gross
overcrowding and had to pay prison officials for sleeping space.

[AGs detained civilians, often for ransom. Survivors reported to MONUSCO they
were often subjected to forced labor (see section 1.g.).

Administration: Authorities denied access to visitors for some inmates and often
did not permit inmates to contact or submit complaints to judicial authorities.

Independent Monitoring: The government regularly allowed the International
Committee of the Red Cross, MONUSCO, and NGOs access to official detention
facilities maintained by the Ministry of Justice, but it sometimes denied access to
facilities run by the RG, ANR, and military intelligence services. COVID-19
prevented internal travel, thus negatively affecting monitoring efforts.

d. Arbitrary Arrest or Detention

The law prohibits arbitrary arrest or detention, but the SSF routinely arrested or
detained persons arbitrarily (see section 1.e.). IAGs also abducted and detained
persons arbitrarily, often for ransom. Survivors reported to MONUSCO they were
often subjected to forced labor (see section 1.g.).

Arrest Procedures and Treatment of Detainees

By law arrests for offenses punishable if convicted by more than six months’
imprisonment require warrants. Detainees must appear before a magistrate within
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48 hours. Authorities must inform those arrested of their rights and the reason(s)
for their arrest, and they may not arrest a family member in lieu of the suspected
individual. Authorities must allow arrested individuals to contact their families
and consult with attorneys. Security officials, however, routinely violated all of
these requirements.

While the law provides for a bail system, it generally did not function. Detainees
who were unable to pay for a lawyer were rarely able to access legal counsel.
Authorities often held suspects incommunicado, including in unofficial detention
centers run by the ANR, military intelligence, and the RG, and refused to
acknowledge these detentions.

Prison officials often held individuals longer than their sentences due to
disorganization, inadequate records, judicial inefficiency, or corruption. Prisoners
unable to pay their fines often remained indefinitely in prison (see section 1.e.).

Arbitrary Arrest: Security personnel arrested and detained civil society activists,
journalists, and opposition party members and sometimes denied them due process
(see sections 1.a., 2.a., and 5). Security forces regularly held protesters and civil
society activists incommunicado and without charge for extended periods. The
United Nations reported the SSF arbitrarily arrested at least 1,327 persons across
the country as of June 30, compared with 2,947 persons during the same period in
2019. Human rights defenders continued to be subject to arbitrary arrest and
detention without a fair public trial.

On January 20, Joseph Lokondo, a human rights activist, was arrested for
criticizing the governor of Equateur Province, Dieudonne Boloko. He remained in
pretrial detention until July 7, when, according to HRW, an appeal court sentenced
him to six months in prison for “contempt for a member of the government.” On
July 8, Lokondo was released due to time served. During his time in prison, he
allegedly suffered from severe illnesses due to the prison conditions and from
being assaulted by SSF during his arrest.

Police sometimes arbitrarily arrested and detained persons without filing charges to
extort money from family members or because administrative systems were not
well established.
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The UNJHRO reported that on April 11, FARDC soldiers arbitrarily arrested and
illegally detained at least 35 persons in Uvira, South Kivu Province, for not
participating in scheduled weekly community work on the renovation of a road.
The detainees were released after paying a fine.

Pretrial Detention: Prolonged pretrial detention, ranging from months to years,
remained a problem. A local NGO, the Congolese Association for Access to
Justice, estimated that between 75 and 80 percent of the prison population was in
pretrial detention. Judicial inefficiency, administrative obstacles, corruption,
financial constraints, and staff shortages also caused trial delays. According to a
Deutsche Welle report in May, prisoners in Kasai-Oriental capital Mbuji Mayi’s
central prison and at the Ndolo military prison in Kinshasa were often denied their
right to a trial.

Detainee’s Ability to Challenge Lawfulness of Detention before a Court:
Detainees are entitled to challenge in court the legal basis or arbitrary nature of
their detention; however, few were able to obtain prompt release and
compensation.

e. Denial of Fair Public Trial

Although the law provides for an independent judiciary, the judiciary was corrupt
and subject to influence and intimidation. Officials and other influential
individuals often subjected judges to coercion.

A shortage of prosecutors and judges hindered the government’s ability to provide
expeditious trials, and judges occasionally refused transfers to remote areas where
shortages were most acute because the government could not support them there.
Authorities routinely did not respect court orders. Disciplinary boards created
under the High Council of Magistrates continued to rule on cases of corruption and
malpractice. Rulings included the firing, suspension, or fining of judges and
magistrates.

Military magistrates are responsible for the investigation and prosecution of all
crimes allegedly committed by SSF members, whether or not committed in the line
of duty. Civilians may be tried in military tribunals if charged with offenses
involving firearms. The military justice system often succumbed to political and
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command interference, and security arrangements for magistrates in areas affected
by conflict were inadequate. Justice mechanisms were particularly ineffective for

addressing misconduct by mid- and high-ranking officials due to a requirement the
judge of a military court must outrank the defendant.

Trial Procedures

The constitution provides for a presumption of innocence, but this was not always
observed. Authorities are required to inform defendants promptly and in detail of
the charges against them, with free interpretation as necessary, but this did not
always occur. The public may attend trials at the discretion of the presiding judge.
Defendants have the right to a trial within 15 days of being charged, but judges
may extend this period to a maximum of 45 days. Authorities only occasionally
abided by this requirement. The government is not required to provide counsel in
most cases, with the exception of murder trials. While the government regularly
provided free legal counsel to indigent defendants in capital cases, lawyers often
did not have adequate access to their clients. Defendants have the right to be
present and to have a defense attorney represent them. Authorities occasionally
disregarded these rights. Authorities generally allowed adequate time to prepare a
defense, although there were few resources available. Defendants have the right to
confront witnesses against them and to present evidence and witnesses in their own
defense, but witnesses often were reluctant to testify due to fear of retaliation.
Defendants are not compelled to testify or confess guilt. Defendants have the right
to appeal, except in cases involving national security, armed robbery, and
smuggling, which the Court of State Security usually adjudicates.

Political Prisoners and Detainees

There were no reports of political prisoners or detainees during the year. In July,
however, HRW reported that 11 persons during the year had been arrested for
“contempt of authority,” a crime under the law. Of these 11 cases, one was
arrested for allegedly insulting the president, while the other 10 were arrested for
alleged contempt against provincial authorities or parliamentarians.
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Local civil society groups claimed that 23 individuals still imprisoned for the 2001
assassination of former president Laurent-Desire Kabila were political prisoners,
because they had yet to be given a fair trial.

While the government permitted international human rights and humanitarian
organizations and MONUSCO access to some prisoners, authorities always denied
access to detention facilities run by the RG, military intelligence, and ANR (see
section 1.c.).

Civil Judicial Procedures and Remedies

Individuals may seek civil remedies for human rights violations within the civil
court system. Most individuals, however, preferred to seek redress in the criminal
courts.

f. Arbitrary or Unlawful Interference with Privacy, Family, Home,
or Correspondence

Although the law prohibits arbitrary interference with privacy, family, home, or
correspondence, the SSF routinely ignored these provisions. The SSF harassed and
robbed civilians, entered and searched homes and vehicles without warrants, and
looted homes, businesses, and schools. Family members were often punished for
offenses allegedly committed by their relatives. The United Nations reported that
as of June 30, military and police officers had committed 320 violations of the
right to property.

g. Abuses in Internal Conflict
SSF continued fighting hundreds of disparate IAGs in the east of the country.

There were credible reports that the IAGs and SSF perpetrated serious human
rights violations and abuses during internal conflicts. On June 30, the UNJHRO
reported that IAGs in the country were responsible for a “staggering increase” in
human rights abuses, noting that the number of abuses attributed to IAGs had
increased by 91 percent during the same period in 2019. The United Nations
reported that as of July 31, 41 members of armed groups were convicted of human
rights abuses.
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Conflicts continued in some of the eastern and northern provinces, particularly
North Kivu, South Kivu, Tanganyika, Ituri, Maniema, Upper Uele, and Lower
Uele, as well as in the Central Kasai region. IAGs continued to perpetrate violence
against civilians; these included: the Nduma Defense of Congo-Renewal (NDC-
R), the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR), Allied
Democratic Forces (ADF), Lord’s Resistance Army, former fighters from the
March 23 Movement, various Mai Mai (local militia) groups, and ethnically
aligned militia groups in the Djugu area of Ituri Province, including those tied to
the Congolese Development Cooperation (CODECO). Many IAGs originated in
foreign countries or were predominantly composed of noncitizens.

Conflict among armed groups caused significant population displacement and led
to many human rights abuses, especially in Ituri and North Kivu Provinces. In
North Kivu Province, the NDC-R, Mai Mai Mazembe, ADF, FDLR, as well as a
host of smaller armed groups fought among themselves and caused significant
population displacements as they fought over territory. There were reports some
elements within the FARDC collaborated with some factions of the NDC-R.

In July the International Crisis Group released a report on the past three years of
intercommunal violence between Lendu and Hema groups in the Djugu area of
[turi Province. The report noted that most of the wave of violence had primarily
been perpetrated by groups of Lendu youths, including the militia group
CODECO, who were not necessarily well organized or supported by the majority
of the Lendu community. These groups continued to attack Hema communities,
other communal groups in the Djugu area, and the FARDC in increasingly brazen
assaults, causing significant loss of life.

In a May report, the Congo Research Group assessed that the NDC-R, under
commander Guidon Shimiray Mwissa (Guidon) between 2014 and 2020, emerged
as the most dominant and effective rebel group in the country. The report
described the NDC-R’s successful development of parallel governance and tax
schemes in the large, resource-rich areas under its control. According to the Congo
Research Group, the NDC-R’s success battling other major groups, such as the
FDLR, allowed it to establish and maintain a collaborative relationship with the
FARDC, in which NDC-R was permitted to hold territory, established businesses,
and collected taxes, “mimicking the FARDC and the state.” In return, the FARDC
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supplied NDC-R with ammunition and uniforms and allowed the group unhindered
passage through large swaths of the east. In July local media reported the group
split after the ousting of the group’s commander, Guidon, and FARDC increased
attacks on Guidon’s faction in an attempt to execute the existing warrant for his
arrest. Other armed groups took advantage of this instability to move into NDC-R-
controlled territory. As of November, Guidon remained at large.

Operational cooperation between MONUSCO and the government continued in the
east. The MONUSCO Force Intervention Brigade supported FARDC troops in
North Kivu and southern Ituri Provinces. MONUSCO forces deployed and
conducted patrols to protect internally displaced persons from armed group attacks
in North Kivu Province, southern Ituri Province, and South Kivu Province near
Minembwe.

Killings: Data from UN reporting shows that on average, eight civilians were
killed every day in conflict-affected areas.

As of June 30, the UNJHRO reported the SSF summarily killed 155 civilians in
conflict-affected zones, a decrease compared with the 173 killings during the same
period in 2019. In July the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) released a report covering violence in North Kivu and Ituri
Provinces between January 1, 2019, and January 31, 2020, related to the ADF and
FARDC’s campaign against that group. The report identified abuses committed by
SSF during the campaign against ADF, especially following a large-scale
deployment in October 2019. The report described eight summary executions by
the FARDC and the arbitrary arrests of 91 persons, including at least four children.

The United Nations reported that on May 7, during operations against IAGs in the
Rutshuru territory of North Kivu, a FARDC soldier in the 3416 regiment killed a
three-year-old girl and injured one man and two women during an eviction. The
soldier was arrested and detained by the military prosecutor, who subsequently
opened an investigation into the killing.

UNJHRO also reported that IAGs killed at least 1,315 civilians, including 129
women, in the first six months of the year, a significant increase from the same
period in 2019, during which 416 civilians were killed. As of June 30, violence
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attributed to various Lendu militias in Ituri Province resulted in at least 636
summary executions and an estimated 1.2 million internally displaced persons.
Djugu-based assailants in Ituri Province were responsible for killing at least 525
individuals, largely during ambushes and attacks against villages targeting
civilians. Sixty-one civilian deaths were attributed to the NDC-R. MONUSCO
reported that on January 6, NDC-R combatants killed two women, wounded one
man and another woman with machetes, and abducted two other men, in Masisi
territory of North Kivu. The attack was reportedly an act of revenge against the
civilian population whom the NDC-R combatants accused of facilitating the arrest
of one of their group.

The Mai Mai Nyatura group summarily executed 98 civilians in conflict-affected
provinces in the first half of the year, while the FDLR summarily executed at least
66 civilians.

The OHCHR report in July attributed “widespread, systematic, and extremely
brutal” human rights violations to the ADF, including at least 496 civilian deaths.
In follow-up reporting covering events between February 1 and June 30, OHCHR
identified an additional 383 killings attributed to the ADF. For example, on May
18, in Beni territory of North Kivu, ADF combatants killed seven civilians with
gunfire and machetes and injured three others. The ADF fighters burned down
four houses during the attack.

Abductions: Of the 1,327 persons SSF arbitrarily arrested, many were in conflict-
affected areas in the east of the country.

UN agencies and NGOs reported IAGs abducted individuals, generally to serve as
porters or guides or to demand ransom for them. As of June 30, the United
Nations reported that Djugu-based militias abducted at least 201 civilians, and that
in total, IAGs abducted at least 118 children. Mai Mai Mazembe and NDC-R were

the greatest perpetrators of child abductions.

On May 18, in Lubero, North Kivu Province, NDC-R fighters detained at least 70
persons, whom they tied up and beat with sticks and a rifle. The assailants took the
victims to a camp, where they were held for ransom and forced to build shelters
and carry water. The ADF reportedly also abducted individuals to serve as forced
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labor in camps. The OHCHR’s July report stated that the ADF abducted 508
persons, including 116 children.

As of August 5, Invisible Children’s Crisis Tracker documented 212 abductions,
including the abduction of 16 children in Upper Uele and Lower Uele Provinces.
The Lord’s Resistance Army was determined to be responsible for 153 of the
abductions.

Physical Abuse, Punishment, and Torture: The FARDC, PNC, ANR, [AGs,
and civilians perpetrated widespread sexual violence. As of July 31, the United
Nations documented 501 adult victims and 64 child victims of sexual violence in
conflict. Crimes of sexual violence were sometimes committed as a tactic of war
to punish civilians for having perceived allegiances to rival parties or groups. The
crimes occurred throughout the country but principally in the conflict zones in
North and South Kivu Provinces.

UN agencies and NGOs reported that through June 30, the FARDC arrested,
illegally detained, raped, and tortured at least 378 persons in conflict-affected
areas. During this period the FARDC forced 46 civilians, including one woman
and one child, into labor. The government disputed these numbers.

[AGs also perpetrated numerous incidents of physical abuse and sexual violence.
UN data showed that the FDLR, along with Twa militias and Djugu-based
assailants, were the most prolific perpetrators of conflict-related sexual violence.
The UNJHRO reported that most cases of rape committed by the FDLR took place
in Nyiragongo territory, when women were on their way to Virunga National Park
to collect firewood. MONUSCO reported that on May 2, in North Kivu’s
Nyiragongo territory, FDLR combatants raped two women, killing one of them.
Twa militia members tended to target women working on farms or on their way to
or from farming. For example, in April, Twa militiamen raped 16 women on their
farms in Tanganyika Province before forcing them into the forest for the night and
releasing them the next morning.

The UNJHRO reported at least 95 adult women were victims of sexual violence
perpetrated by the armed group FLDR. At least 30 children were victims of sexual
violence perpetrated by NDC-R.
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MONUSCO’s Child Protection Section reported that more than 80 percent of
women and girls separated from armed group the Patriotic Resistance Forces of
Ituri Province reported being victims of sexual violence. On February 14, a
military court in Bunia, Ituri Province, convicted three members of the Patriotic
Resistance Forces of Ituri of war crimes for rape, looting, and participation in an
insurrectional movement. The three were sentenced to 20 years in prison.

On July 28, a military court in Bunia also convicted 15 members of CODECO and
FPIC of participation in an insurrection movement, sentencing them each to 20
years in prison and a fine. In an effort to combat impunity for the violence in Ituri
Province, the military court held the hearings in public.

On November 23, a military court convicted Nduma Defense of Congo (NDC)
founder Ntabo Ntaberi Sheka for war crimes, mass rape, recruitment of child
soldiers, murder, and multiple other crimes. Sheka surrendered to MONUSCO in
2017, and his trial started in 2018. While NGO representatives commended the
high quality of evidence presented at the trial, they also raised concerns regarding
its slow pace, witness intimidation, and the lack of appeals process under the law
for war crimes trials.

A January report by OHCHR described mutilations, dismemberment, and other
atrocities committed by Lendu militias and noted that the violence “could present
at least some elements of the crime of genocide.”

Child Soldiers: There were no incidents of the FARDC using child soldiers. On
August 3, the Ministry of Defense issued a decree reinforcing the prohibition on
recruitment or use of child soldiers by the FARDC.

According to the United Nations, at least 952 children were separated from IAGs
during the first six months of the year. The majority came from the Mai Mai
Mazembe militia in North Kivu. The ADF continued to kidnap children and use
them as combatants; OHCHR reported that the ADF forcibly recruited at least 56
children from January 2019 through January. NDC-R also recruited and used
children. MONUSCQO'’s Child Protection Section reported 59 cases of child
recruitment as of June 30, an all-time low number, and a significant decrease from
the 601 children recruited in 2019.
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The government continued to work with MONUSCO to engage directly [AGs to
end the use of child soldiers. As of June 30, two years into the outreach, a total of
34 armed group commanders had pledged not to use or recruit children. The
Ministry of Defense’s August 3 decree noted that any entity, including armed
groups, convicted of recruiting or using children would be subject to 10 to 20 years
of forced labor under the 2009 child protection law. On August 27, Radio Okapi
reported the decree was already being implemented.

Also see the Department of State’s annual Trafficking in Persons Report at
https://www.state.gov/trafficking-in-persons-report/.

Other Conflict-related Abuse: Fighting between the FARDC and [AGs as well
as among [AGs continued to displace populations and limit humanitarian access,
particularly in Ituri Province; Rutshuru, Masisi, Walikale, Lubero, Beni, and
Nyiragongo territories in North Kivu Province; South Kivu Province; Maniema
Province; and Tanganyika Province.

In North Kivu, South Kivu, Ituri, Kasai Oriental, and Upper Katanga Provinces,
both IAGs and elements of the FARDC continued to illegally tax, exploit, and
trade natural resources for revenue and power. Clandestine trade in minerals and
other natural resources facilitated the purchase of weapons and reduced
government revenues. The natural resources most exploited were gold, cassiterite
(tin ore), coltan (tantalum ore), and wolframite (tungsten ore) but also included
wildlife products, timber, charcoal, and fish.

The illegal trade in minerals financed IAGs and individual elements of the SSF.
Both elements of the SSF and certain IAGs continued to control, extort, and
threaten remote mining areas in North Kivu, South Kivu, Ituri, Maniema, and Haut
Katanga Provinces and the Kasai region (see section 4.).

Section 2. Respect for Civil Liberties, Including

a. Freedom of Expression, Including for the Press

The law provides for freedom of speech, including for the press, but the
government did not always respect this right. The press frequently and openly
criticized public officials and public policy decisions. Individuals generally could
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criticize the government, its officials, and other citizens in private without being
subject to official reprisals. Public criticism, however, of government officials and
corruption sometimes resulted in intimidation, threats, or arrest. Provincial-level
governments also prevented journalists from filming or covering some protests.
Through June 30, the UNJHRO documented human rights abuses against at least
47 journalists and other media professionals. An HRW report in July stated that
provincial-level officials were using the national state of emergency related to
COVID-19 to restrict press freedoms and detain journalists and activists who
criticized them or their policies.

Freedom of Speech: The law prohibits insulting the head of state, malicious and
public slander, and language presumed to threaten national security. Authorities
sometimes intimidated, harassed, and detained journalists, activists, and politicians
when they publicly criticized the government, president, or SSF.

On July 9, Henri Maggie, the vice-president of the youth league for former
president Joseph Kabila’s People’s Party for Reconstruction and Democracy, was
sentenced to 18 months in prison for contempt of President Felix Tshisekedi, under
provisions of a 1963 ordinance that prohibits individuals from publicly insulting
the head of state.

On May 9, in Lisala, Mongala Province, three activists--Peter Tetunabo, Taylor
Engonga, and Yannick Mokanga--along with journalist Fabrice Ngani, were
arrested when they delivered a note to the provincial parliament criticizing the
governance record of Governor Crisbin Ngbundu Malengo. By June 8, all four had
been released. According to Reporters without Borders, on June 17, provincial
authorities revoked reporting credentials from Ngani and five other journalists.

Freedom of Press and Media, Including Online Media: The law mandates the
High Council for the Audiovisual and Communications to provide for freedom of
the press and equal access to communications media and information for political
parties, associations, and citizens. A large and active private press functioned in
Kinshasa and in other major cities, and the government licensed a large number of
daily newspapers. Radio remained the principal medium of public information due
to limited literacy and the relatively high cost of newspapers and television. The
state owned three radio stations and three television stations, and the former
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president’s family owned two additional television stations. Government officials,
politicians, and to a lesser extent church leaders, owned or operated the majority of
media outlets.

The government required newspapers to pay a one-time license fee and complete
several administrative requirements before publishing. Broadcast media were
subject to a Directorate for Administrative and Land Revenue advertisement tax.
Many journalists lacked professional training, received little or no set salary, could
not access government information, and exercised self-censorship due to concerns
of harassment, intimidation, or arrest.

In November local NGO Journalists in Danger (JED) reported 116 cases of attacks
on media from November 2019 to October and attributed 35 of these attacks to
ANR and PNC agents. Another 48 were attributed to provincial and local political
authorities. JED reported one journalist killed, one disappeared, nine incarcerated,
and 31 detained for more than the legal limit of 48 hours without being charged.
At year’s end the government had not sanctioned or charged any perpetrator of
press freedom violations.

Violence and Harassment: Local journalists were vulnerable to intimidation and
violence by the SSF.

HRW reported that on May 8, government security forces stopped three journalists
working for Radio Fondation--Daniel Madimba, Serge Kayeye, and Jean-Baptiste
Kabeya--at a roadblock on the outskirts of Mbuji-Mayi, Kasai Oriental Province.
The two were accused of insulting Provincial Governor Jean Maweja Muteba and
were subsequently assaulted. The following day, police arrested the radio station’s
program director, Faustin Mbiya, interrogated him, and accused him of “contempt
of authority” and “public insult.” On May 13, Mbiya was released without charge.

Local media reported that on July 4, PNC officers in Kinshasa detained Ange
Makadi Ngoy, a journalist for the online news site 7sur7.cd, as she filmed protests.
Ange stated the officers confiscated her press badge and equipment.

Local media also reported that on July 12, the ANR arrested Patrick Palata,
director of the Tala Tala TV station in Matadi, Kongo Central Province, for having
broadcast a report on the shooting death of a local woman. Authorities confiscated
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his recordings, which contained witness testimony alleging that guards of
Governor Atou Matubouana killed the woman. On July 14, Palata was released
without charge.

Censorship or Content Restrictions: While the High Council for Audiovisual
and Communications is the only institution with legal authority to restrict
broadcasts, the government, including the SSF and provincial officials, also
exercised this power.

Media representatives reported they were pressured by provincial government
authorities not to cover events organized by the opposition or report news
concerning opposition leaders.

JED reported that on May 26, Crispin Ngbundu, governor of Mongala Province,
ordered the closure of four radio stations: Radio Mongala, The Voice of Bumba,
The Rural Radio of Bumba, and Radio Mwana Mboka. Ngbundu’s orders accused
radio journalists of defamation and insulting provincial authorities. On June 17,
Mongala provincial authorities issued an order for the immediate dismissal of six
journalists from three of those stations: Fabrice Ngani, Victor Mbonzo, Tresor
Emaka, and Jose Lingili from the Voice of Bumba; Olivier Peguy Yenga of Radio
Mongala; and Benjamin Mondonga of Radio Mwana Mboka.

Libel/Slander Laws: The law does not consider the veracity of reported facts in
the case of a defamation complaint. Instead, the judge is only to consider the
damage to the accused from revelations in a journalist’s work.

The national and provincial governments used defamation laws to intimidate and
punish critics. On April 24, according to HRW, police in Gemena, Sud Ubangi
Province, arrested Alexandre Robert Mawelu, a reporter for Radio Liberte, after he
had criticized the provincial governor in a social media forum linked to his radio
show. On April 29, Mwelu was granted provisional release, but he still faced
official charges of “contempt for a member of the government” and “defamatory
statements” as of the end of July.

National Security: The national government used a law that prohibits anyone
from making general defamatory accusations against the military to restrict free
speech.
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Nongovernmental Impact: IAGs and their political wings regularly restricted
press freedom in the areas where they operated.

Internet Freedom

The government did not restrict or disrupt access to the internet or censor online
content, and there were some reports that the government monitored private online
communications without appropriate legal authority.

Academic Freedom and Cultural Events

There were no reported government restrictions on academic freedom or cultural
events.

b. Freedoms of Peaceful Assembly and Association
The government restricted freedoms of peaceful assembly and association.
Freedom of Peaceful Assembly

The constitution provides for freedom of peaceful assembly, but government
authorities restricted this right and prevented those critical of the government from
exercising their right to peaceful assembly, especially in Upper Uele, North Kivu,
and Tanganyika Provinces. The law requires organizers of public events to notify
local authorities in advance of the event. The government sometimes used this
advance notification requirement to decline to authorize public meetings or
protests organized by opposition parties or civil society groups critical of the
government. During the COVID-19-related state of emergency, which lasted from
March 24 through August 15, public gatherings of more than 20 persons were
banned. The SSF beat, detained, or arrested persons participating in protests,
marches, and meetings. The SSF also used tear gas, rubber bullets, and at times
live ammunition, resulting in numerous civilian deaths and injuries.

Local media reported that on January 17, meetings called by opposition leader
Martin Fayulu were banned in six cities. Protesters in Kinshasa and Kindu were
violently dispersed.
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The United Nations recorded 57 human rights violations committed by state agents
related to the COVID-19 state of emergency. For example, on April 4, PNC
officers arrested 14 members of the youth activist group LUCHA in Kinshasa as
they were preparing to submit documentation to a COVID-19 working group.
Police also beat some of them. The victims were accused of failing to comply with
the state of emergency’s limit on gatherings of more than 20 individuals.

On July 9, local media also reported that police in Kinshasa broke up a street
protest against the COVID-19-related closure of the Zando market. During the
scuffle three persons were killed, two were electrocuted by downed power lines,
and one was crushed by the stampeding crowd.

MONUSCO reported that the majority of human rights abuses during the state of
emergency came from individual SSF agents taking advantage of the situation to
mistreat, arbitrarily arrest, or extort victims. The UNJHRO reported that on April
4, PNC officers arbitrarily arrested a woman and her daughter in Nyaragongo,
North Kivu Province, under the pretext that the provincial governor’s public health
orders allowed police to arrest anyone caught chatting in the streets. The two
women were forced to give police a bribe in order to be released.

The UNJHRO reported more restrictions on democratic space and human rights
violations related to fundamental freedoms, compared with the same period in
2019. In the first six months of the year, the office documented 573 violations of
democratic space, compared with 461 violations recorded during the same period
in 2019. These included restrictions on freedom of assembly, the right to liberty
and security of person, and of the right to freedom of opinion and expression.

Freedom of Association

The constitution provides for freedom of association, and the government generally
respected this right. Civil society organizations and NGOs are required to register
with the government and may receive funds only through donations; they may not
generate any revenue, even if it is not at a profit. The registration process was
burdensome and very slow. Some groups, particularly within the lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, and intersex (LGBTI) community, reported the government
had denied their registration requests. Many NGOs reported that, even when
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carefully following the registration process, it often took years to receive
certification. Many interpreted registration difficulties as intentional government
obstacles for impeding NGO activity.

c. Freedom of Religion

See the Department of State’s International Religious Freedom Report at
https://www.state.gov/religiousfreedomreport/.

d. Freedom of Movement

The law provides for freedom of internal movement, foreign travel, emigration,
and repatriation. The government sometimes restricted these rights.

In-country Movement: The SSF established barriers and checkpoints on roads
and at airports and markets, both for security reasons and to track movement
related to the Ebola and COVID-19 outbreaks. Travel was significantly restricted
during the COVID-19 state of emergency. The SSF routinely harassed and
extorted money from civilians for supposed violations, sometimes detaining them
until they or a relative paid. The government required travelers to submit to
control procedures at airports and ports during domestic travel and when entering
and leaving towns. IAGs engaged in similar activity in areas under their control,
routinely extorting civilians at checkpoints and holding them for ransom.

Local authorities continued to collect illegal taxes and fees for boats to travel on
many parts of the Congo River. There also were widespread reports FARDC
soldiers and IAG combatants extorted fees from persons taking goods to market or
traveling between towns (see section 1.g.).

The SSF sometimes required travelers to present travel orders from an employer or
government official, although the law does not require such documentation. The
SSF often detained and sometimes exacted bribes from individuals traveling
without orders.

Foreign Travel: Because of inadequate administrative systems, passport issuance
was irregular. Officials accepted bribes to expedite passport issuance, and there
were reports the price of fully biometric passports varied widely.
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e. Status and Treatment of Internally Displaced Persons

The UN Office of the High Commissioner on Refugees (UNHCR) estimated that,
including individuals displaced for longer than 12 months, there were 5.5 million
internally displaced persons (IDPs), including 3.2 million children, in the country.
The government was unable to consistently protect or assist IDPs adequately but
generally allowed domestic and international humanitarian organizations to do so.
The government sometimes closed IDP camps without coordinating with the
international humanitarian community. UNHCR and other international
humanitarian organizations worked to close IDP sites where the security situation
was relatively stable.

Conflict, insecurity, and poor infrastructure adversely affected humanitarian efforts
to assist IDPs. In August, UNHCR stated there were 1.7 million IDPs in Ituri
Province; the agency had no access to certain zones in the region due to insecurity
and inability to travel. Due to lack of funding, the humanitarian response plan for
the country targeted only half of the persons in need in Ituri Province. Population
displacements continued, particularly in the east. Many areas with IDPs continued
to experience insecurity, such as North Kivu’s Beni Territory, Ituri Province, South
Kivu’s Fizi Territory, and Maniema and Tanganyika Provinces. Intercommunal
violence and fighting among armed groups in the east resulted in continued
population displacement and increased humanitarian needs for IDPs and host
communities.

Due to the remote location, weak civilian authority, and insecurity of the Kasai
region, humanitarian access was difficult, and IDPs lived in poor conditions
without adequate shelter or protection. Women and girls were particularly
vulnerable to sexual violence, including gang rape. UNHCR representatives stated
that 4,500 Congolese were forcibly repatriated from Angola in May and June.
Seventy percent of returnees lingered along the DRC-Angola border, waiting to
return to Angola if and when the situation there improved.

Combatants and other civilians abused IDPs. Abuses included killings, sexual
exploitation of women and children (including rape), abduction, forced
conscription, looting, illegal taxation, and general harassment.
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f. Protection of Refugees

The government occasionally cooperated with UNHCR and other humanitarian
organizations in providing protection and assistance to IDPs, refugees, returning
refugees, asylum seekers, stateless persons, or other persons of concern.

As of June 30, UNHCR reported 528,752 refugees in the country, primarily from
seven adjacent countries, of whom approximately 214,000 were from Rwanda. Of
the refugees in the country, 63 percent were children.

Abuse of Migrants, Refugees, and Stateless Persons: Continuing conflict in
North and South Kivu, Ituri, Upper Uele, and Tanganyika Provinces harmed
refugees and IDPs in the regions, with attacks often resulting in deaths and further
displacement. UNHCR reported Rwandan refugees in the Masisi Territory of
North Kivu were subject to cyclical displacement as a result of FARDC and IAG
operations and were forced to relocate to South Kivu Province.

Incursions by South Sudanese forces into areas of northern DRC affected security
for asylum seekers, refugees and Congolese returnees, as well as local populations.

Access to Asylum: The law provides for the granting of asylum or refugee status,
and the government established a rudimentary system for providing protection to
refugees. The system granted refugee and asylum status and provided protection
against the expulsion or return of refugees to countries where their lives or freedom
would be threatened on account of their race, religion, nationality, membership in a
particular social group, or political opinion.

As of June 30, there were 2,807 asylum seekers in the country. The government
cooperated with UNHCR and other humanitarian organizations in assisting
refugees and asylum seekers with welfare and safety needs. The government
assisted in the safe, voluntary return of refugees to their homes by allowing their
entry into the country and facilitating immigration processing. In establishing
security mechanisms, government authorities did not treat refugees differently than
citizens.
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Durable Solutions: As of September, more than 1,100 refugees returned to the
Central African Republic from the northern part of the country. COVID-19
restrictions prevented other voluntary returns.

The country did not invoke the cessation clause effective in 2013 for Rwandan
refugees who fled Rwanda before the end of 1998. In 2016 the government joined
other refugee-hosting countries and UNHCR to commit to facilitating repatriation
of Rwandans from countries of asylum. To implement the tripartite agreement
from 2014, the National Commission on Refugees and UNHCR began in 2016 the
process of biometrically registering Rwandan refugees who opted to remain in the
country. Refugees received long-term, renewable permits to remain in the country.
The program included a path to citizenship. Conflict impeded the process in North
Kivu, where most of the refugees were located. UNHCR continued to support
voluntary repatriation, and between January and August it assisted in repatriating
499 Rwandan refugees.

In late December 2019, local media reported that 1,919 Rwandan refugees in South
Kivu Province were repatriated following a FARDC offensive against IAGs in the
area. The population included former combatants and their family members. Of
this population, 529 were refugees registered with UNHCR. UNHCR was unable
to meet with the refugee population prior to the event to ascertain whether their
return to Rwanda was voluntary. The event was not in accord with the UNHCR-
DRC-Rwanda Tripartite Agreement on refugee returns.

As of September 30, UNHCR reported 281 refugees voluntarily returned to
Burundi.

Temporary Protection: The government provided temporary protection to an
undetermined number of individuals who may not qualify as refugees (see section

l.g.).
g. Stateless Persons

The country has a population of de facto stateless residents and persons at risk of
statelessness, including persons of Sudanese origin living in the northeast,
Mbororo pastoralists in the far north, forced returnees from Angola and former
Angolan refugees, mixed-race persons who are denied naturalization, and
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Congolese citizens without civil documentation. There were no accurate estimates
of this population’s size. The law does not discriminate in granting citizenship on
the grounds of gender, religion, or disability; however, the naturalization process is
cumbersome and requires parliamentary approval of individual citizenship
applications. Persons whose names are not spelled according to local custom were
often denied citizenship, as were individuals with lighter colored skin. Persons
without national identification cards were sometimes arbitrarily arrested by the
SSF.

Section 3. Freedom to Participate in the Political Process

The constitution provides citizens the ability to choose their government in free
and fair periodic elections held by secret ballot and based on universal and equal
suffrage.

Elections and Political Participation

Recent Elections: Presidential, legislative, and provincial elections were held in
December 2018 and drew criticism grounded in procedural transparency concerns.
The National Independent Electoral Commission (CENI) cancelled elections in
Beni and Butembo in North Kivu Province, reportedly due to health concerns
generated by the Ebola crisis, and in Yumbi in Mai Ndombe Province due to
insecurity. Although the CENI organized legislative and provincial contests in
those areas in March 2019, more than one million voters were disenfranchised
from the presidential contest.

In January 2019 the CENI announced opposition candidate Tshisekedi won the
presidential election, and in accordance with electoral law, the Constitutional Court
confirmed the CENI’s results later that month. In a statement the council of
bishops criticized the outcome, noting “the results of the presidential election as
published by the CENI do not correspond to the data collected by our observation
mission.”

Many international actors expressed concern regarding the CENI’s decision to
deny accreditation to several international election observers and media
representatives. Some persons questioned the final election results due to press
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reports of unverified data leaked from unnamed sources indicating opposition
candidate Martin Fayulu received the most votes. The election aftermath was
calm, with most citizens accepting the outcome. In January 2019 Tshisekedi was
sworn in as president, marking the first peaceful transfer of power since the
country’s independence in 1960.

Tshisekedi’s Union for Democracy and Social Progress political party won 32
seats in the National Assembly, whereas the Common Front for Congo coalition
won 335 seats of 500 seats total. Senatorial elections were held in March 2019
through an indirect vote by provincial assemblies.

Political Parties and Political Participation: The law recognizes opposition
parties and provides them with “sacred” rights and obligations. Government
authorities and the SSF, however, prevented opposition parties from holding public
meetings, assemblies, and peaceful protests. The government and the SSF also
limited opposition leaders’ freedom of movement. The SSF used force to prevent
or disrupt opposition-organized events.

State-run media, including television and radio stations, remained the largest
sources of information for the public and government (see section 2.a.). There
were reports of government intimidation of political opponents, such as denying
opposition groups the right to assemble peacefully (see section 2.b.), and
exercising political influence in the distribution of media content.

In a number of districts, known as chefferies, traditional chiefs perform the role of
a local government administrator. Unelected, the