
 

  

 

Query response 
16 December 2022 

Saudi Arabia: ID documents for foreign nationals 

– Passports and visas 

– Registration of biometric data (fingerprints and photo) 

– Muqim card (residence card for foreign citizens) 

– Visitor card (special residence card for eligible Syrian and Yemeni citizens) 

– Driver’s licenses and registration papers 

– Digital ID documents through Absher and Tawakkalna 

– Exit and re-entry visas as well as final exit visas 

Introduction 

The topic of this query response is which ID documents foreign nationals who 

live and work in Saudi Arabia are expected to have during their stay and after 

having left the country. An overview is also provided of whether foreign nationals 

who leave the country on an exit and re-entry visa can be expected to possess ID 

documents other than those who leave the country on a so-called final exit visa. 

The overview only concerns persons with regular residence, i.e. persons with legal 

residency in the country. 

The regulations governing residency for foreign nationals in Saudi Arabia are 

described in detail in the report Saudi-Arabia: Opphold, arbeid og inn- og utreise 

for utenlandske borgere (herunder jemenitter, syrere og palestinere) (Saudi 

Arabia: Residence, work and entry and exit for foreign nationals (including 

Yemenis, Syrians and Palestinians) (Landinfo 2020). 

As stated in the above report, there are three conditions that can grant foreign 

nationals the right to stay in Saudi Arabia beyond shorter visits (IRB 2017): 

• Through working in the country (generally with an employer as a 

sponsor). 

• Through a close family member who works in the country acting as a 

sponsor (this is subject to a number of restrictions). 

• Through marriage to a Saudi citizen (who will then act as a sponsor). 

https://landinfo.no/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Temanotat-Saudi-Arabia-Opphold-arbeid-og-inn-og-utreise-for-utenlandske-borgere-19112020.pdf
https://landinfo.no/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Temanotat-Saudi-Arabia-Opphold-arbeid-og-inn-og-utreise-for-utenlandske-borgere-19112020.pdf
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A fourth possibility is that a very influential person intervenes in one’s favour, but 

this rarely occurs. 

ID documents for foreign nationals in Saudi Arabia 

Foreign nationals will always have to have a sponsor. All foreign nationals in 

Saudi Arabia must also always have a valid residence permit and valid ID 

documents. The two most important ID documents for foreign nationals in Saudi 

Arabia are passports and the residence card issued by the Saudi authorities, known 

as a muqim card (Arabic: huwwiyat muqim). 

Certain foreign nationals, specifically some Syrians and Yemenis, will have what 

is called a visitor card (Arabic: huwwiyat za’ir) instead of a muqim card. This 

applies to people who have come to the country on a visa that does not grant them 

the right to work, but who have had their status changed due to exceptions that 

have been introduced due to the situation in these groups’ home countries. This 

arrangement is described in detail in the report referenced above (Landinfo 2020, 

p. 15-27). 

Furthermore, people who want to drive in Saudi Arabia will, after a relatively 

short period of time, have to obtain a Saudi Arabian driver's license, as described 

below. 

A general theme in this response is the ongoing digitisation of the systems for 

document issuance, registration and contact between foreign nationals and Saudi 

Arabian authorities. Foreign nationals now have access to a wide range of services 

through various websites and in particular through two online portals/applications 

called Absher and Tawakkalna, the former of which is currently the most central. 

Through Absher, foreign nationals can arrange a wide variety of matters relating 

to their stay in the country, such as renewing driver’s licenses or renewing 

residence permits for any family members they are sponsoring. 

During a visit to Riyadh in February 2022, Landinfo got the clear impression that 

this is a priority for Saudi Arabian authorities, and the Ministry of Human 

Resources and Social Development (formerly the Ministry of Labour) confirmed 

that the state invests considerable resources in this work (Rashoudi 2022). This 

has implications for which documentation foreign nationals have in their 

possesion after leaving Saudi Arabia, as described below. 

A final point that may be worth noting, is that the enforcement of the applicable 

rules may vary in practice. Landinfo was told that personal connections may be of 

significance in some cases, although the extent of this phenomenon was reported 

to be less than before. This means that even though rules and regulations – as far 
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as Landinfo have found – are followed in the vast majority of cases, the 

possibility of exceptions occuring cannot be excluded. 

Passports and visas 

Foreign nationals who intend to work in Saudi Arabia must obtain a job and a 

sponsor (most often the employer) before entering the country. The worker must 

then apply for an entry visa for workers, in Arabic taʾshirat ʿamal (Landinfo 

2020, p. 7). As far as Landinfo have found, the entry visa is stamped/attached into 

the passport. 

A valid passport is needed when foreign employees’ residence permits are to be 

renewed (Government of Saudi Arabia 2021a, b; Source 4-D 2022). Moreover, 

the employee will must have a valid passport to leave Saudi Arabia. Whether the 

employee uses the passport with the original entry visa when leaving the country, 

depends on the passport’s validity period when entering the country. 

Landinfo was, however,  informed by a source in Riyadh that Syrians and 

Yemenis are exempt from the requirement of having a valid passport in order to 

renew their residence permit (Source 3-A 2022). For Syrians with visitor status 

and visitor cards who work through the so-called “Ajeer” scheme,1 documentation 

of date of birth and what is referred to as a border number, which will be a 

handwritten number in the visa that is used to travel into Saudi Arabia, appears to 

be sufficient (Ajeer, n.d.; Saudi Arabian Passport Directorate 2017). Yemenis are 

required to posses a passport issued by Yemen’s Saudi-supported, internationally 

recognised government, but it is not specified whether or not this must be valid 

(Ajeer, n.d.).2 

Landinfo was informed by the same source that Palestinians are exempt from the 

requirement of having a valid passport as well (Source 3-A 2022). Landinfo has 

not, however, found information detailing how this exemption works, or whether 

it is codified. 

 
1 Ajeer describes itself as a (state) programme for organising temporary work in Saudi Arabia, and 

employers and employees can register through the web portal ajeer.com.sa. On this website, it is 

stated that the opportunity to work even when in the country on a visitor visa only applies to 

Yemenis and Syrians (Ajeer, n.d.a). 

2 For more on passports issued by the internationally recognised government versus passports 

issued by the Houthi authorities in Sana, see the report Jemen: Sivilregister, identitetsdokumenter 

og pass (Yemen: Civil registry, identity documents and passports) from June 2022. 

https://landinfo.no/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Jemen-temanotat-Sivilregister-identitetsdokumenter-og-pass-Oppdatering-27062022.pdf
https://landinfo.no/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Jemen-temanotat-Sivilregister-identitetsdokumenter-og-pass-Oppdatering-27062022.pdf
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Foreign nationals intending to leave Saudi Arabia must apply for a exit visa. 

There are two types of exit visas: exit and re-entry visas and what is known as 

final exit visas. These are described in detail below. 

Landinfo has been informed by several well-placed sources that both types of exit 

visa are now only issued digitally, and are available to the holder through the 

Absher app (Source 4-A 2022; Source 4-C 2022; Source 4-D 2022). The visa was 

previously stamped in the passport. When asked when digital visas replaced those 

stamped in the passport, Landinfo was told that this happened “some years” ago, 

and one source estimated that it may have beenten years ago. Two of the sources 

indicated that it should be possible to get a visa printed through Absher, but noted 

that this is not common as it is unnecessary (Source 4-A 2022; Source 4-D 2022). 

The Saudi Arabian Ministry of the Interior, however, implies on its website that 

visas at least can be stamped in passports, possibly at the request of the employer. 

Amongst other things, the Ministry of the Interior writes the following (Ministry 

of the Interior, n.d.): 

If the resident alien's passport is stamped with a re-entry visa or a final exit 

visa and the resident stays in the Kingdom for more than 2 month, the visa 

can be cancelled and a fine is imposed. 

On the same page, it is further stated that: 

Re-entry visa is stamped on the employer’s request, and its validity period is 

6 months. 

This does not imply that the exit visa must be stamped in the passport, but seem to 

allow for the possibility. The specific website is not dated, however, and as 

follows, the information may be out dated. All sources Landinfo interviewed on 

the topic in Riyadh in February 2022 indicated that exit visas are no longer 

stamped in passports. 

Registration of biometric data (fingerprints and photo) 

All foreign nationals travelling into Saudi Arabia must register fingerprints upon 

arrival, and the fingerprints are also checked on departure (Thales, n.d.). Landinfo 

experienced first hand that both fingerprints and photos were taken upon arrival in 

February 2022, and that fingerprints were checked on departure. 

The French company Thales, which supplies the system used to register 

fingerprints, writes that fingerprints and information about the holder are 

registered in a central registry. Furthermore, the company writes that foreign 
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nationals who are already in the country have had to provide fingerprints as well. 

Itis not possible renew one’s residence permit if one does not have fingerprints 

registered in the central database (Thales, n.d.). This is confirmed by Saudi 

authorities, that state that all foreign nationals over the age of 15 must have both 

photo and fingerprints registered in order to renew residence permits (Government 

of Saudi Arabia 2021a, b). 

Moreover, Thales writes that it will not be possible for foreign nationals to open a 

phone subscription without registering fingerprints (Thales, n.d.). Similarly, the 

Indian Embassy in Riyadh  states that it is not possible to get a phone subscription 

without having a valid residence permit, which, as we have seen, requires 

registering fingerprints (Indian Embassy in Riyadh, n.d.). 

Landinfo has been informed by a well-placed source that biometric data, including 

fingerprints, are also collected from everyone who, for various reasons, are 

deported from Saudi Arabia (Source 2-A 2022). 

Overall, this implies that, according to the rules, it should not be possible to obtain 

legal residence in Saudi Arabia and obtain the documentation described in this 

paper issued to any other identity than the one registered with one’s fingerprints, 

and as follows, not for multiple identities per person. 

This shows that different public services and agencies are well integrated in Saudi 

Arabia, and that  individuals’ data is gathered and shared between them. Landinfo 

experienced this first hand during the visit to Riyadh in February 2022; the photo 

taken at the airport upon arrival was automatically retrieved when the delegation 

logged on to the mandatory infection tracking application Tawakkalna, using their 

visa numbers (there are two versions of this application, as described below). 

Muqim cards 

All foreign nationals living in Saudi Arabia must have a valid residence permit, 

and an ID card known as a muqim card, sometimes also referred to as iqama 

(which means residence permit). The card itself has the inscription Resident 

Identity in English and huwiyyat muqim in Arabic centred on the front page. 

Certain Syrian and Yemeni nationals, however, will carry a visitor card instead of 

the muqim card (the visitor card is discussed in a separate section below). 

Workers arriving in the country must acquire the card within 90 days. The card is 

normally valid for five years, although the residence permit itself usually must be 

renewed every year. The employer is responsible for renewing the residence 

permit. Landinfo writes as follows concerning the muqim card in the report Saudi-

Arabia: Opphold, arbeid og inn- og utreise for utenlandske borgere (herunder 
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jemenitter, syrere og palestinere) (Saudi Arabia: Residence, work and entry and 

exit for foreign nationals (including Yemenis, Syrians and Palestinians)) 

(Landinfo 2020, p. 8): 

The card serves as an ID card and proof of legal residence for the employee, 

who must carry the card at all times (IRB 2019; Indian Embassy in Riyadh 

n.d.). 

According to Lifos, the card contains the employee’s personal information, 

name of sponsor, as well as residence permit number (Lifos 2018, p. 22). 

The report also provides a detailed description of the card’s appearance and 

content (Landinfo 2020, p. 8-9). The description is in line with what Landinfo was 

able to observe first hand in Riyadh in February 2022. 

The name of the employer/sponsor appears on the card. If a foreign national is 

sponsored by a family member rather than by an employer, the family member’s 

name and residence permit number will appear on the card. 

A person’s iqama number, i.e. residence permit number, appears on the muqim 

card. This number is linked to a person’s identity, and is essential for a person’s 

stay in Saudi Arabia, including in order to be able to use public services and 

navigate public bureaucracy. The number is used when logging on to Absher (see 

below) (Source 4-D 2022). 

All foreign nationals get a physical muqim card, but also have access to a digital 

version of the card in Absher. In a meeting with the Ministry of the Interior in 

Riyadh in February 2022, Landinfo was given confirmation that the digital 

version of the card has the same status and validity as the physical one, and may, 

for instance, be presented to the police when necessary (Al-Ahmadi 2022). 

The Saudi Arabian Ministry of the Interior states that employers/sponsors must 

make sure that a foreign employee hands in their muqim card before leaving the 

country temporarily on an exit and re-entry visa. If a foreign employee leaves the 

country on a final exit visa, the same source states that the muqim card is to be 

handed in to the Passport Directorate when applying for the final exit visa 

(Ministry of the Interior, n.d.b). Other sources indicate that, when leaving on a 

final exit visa, the card is to be handed in at the airport (Indian Embassy in 

Riyadh, n.d.; KFUPM, n.d.a). 

Landinfo was also informed by a local source in Riyadh that it is not uncommon 

for employers to collect an employees’ passport when the employee receives the 

muqim card, and then collect the muqim card when the employee is given the 

passport back in order to leave the country (Source 4-C 2022). As far as Landinfo 

has found, the practice of collecting passports is illegal. Either way, available 
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source material indicates that foreign nationals cannot bring their physical muqim 

cards with them when they travel out of Saudi Arabia, be it temporarily or 

permanently. 

Errors in name and/or date of birth 

In a meeting with the Vice President of the Saudi Human Rights Commission, 

which is an official government body, Landinfo was informed that the occurance 

of  errors in both the name and date of birth on a person’s muqim card is not 

uncommon. This means that the authorities sometimes issue cards containing a 

wrong date of birth and/or the holder’s name misspelled compared to the 

information in said person’s passport, and the information the person has provided 

to the authorities (Al-Tamimi 2022). In other words, in such cases, genuine and 

properly issued cards will differ from a person’s non-Saudi identity documents, 

including said person’s passport. 

This was confirmed by a local source. Landinfo was also told of a case in which 

two siblings were given different family names on their muqim cards, despite it 

being identical in their passports (Source 4-D 2022). 

Visitor cards 

Saudi Arabia has not signed the Refugee Convention, and does not have 

legislation providing protection and residence for refugees in the kingdom. In 

practice, however, there are many who seek refuge who reside in Saudi Arabia, 

the vast majority as workers, following to the same regulations as other foreign 

workers (Lysa 2022, p. 1-3). 

Following the outbreak of civil wars in Syria and Yemen, however, Saudi 

authorities introduced certain exemptions from the regulations that govern foreign 

nationals staying in the country, for citizens of these countries. These exemptions 

have made it easier for Syrians and Yemenis to travel to and obtain residence in 

Saudi Arabia. It has also made it easier for Syrians and Yemenis who were 

already residing in Saudi Arabia to act as sponsors for family members (Landinfo 

2020, p. 16-22; Lysa 2022, p. 21-23). 

Saudi authorities do not refer to these Syrians and Yemenis as refugees, but rather 

as “guests” or “visitors” (Arabic: zaʾir) (Al-Ahmadi 2022), with reference to the 

fact that they do not live in refugee camps, but are part of society at large. For 

Syrians and Yemenis, this designation has also taken on a formal aspect, in that 

they can register as a “visitor” with the authorities, and thereby gain access to a 

number of public services and have the opportunity to work through the Ajeer 

system. This is even if they have not acquired work and a sponsor before arriving 

in the country (Al-Shammari 2022; Landinfo 2020, p. 18; Lysa 2022, p. 22-24). 
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Syrians and Yemenis who eligible for this programme, and who intend to work, 

must acquire a visitor card. The card has the same size and design as the muqim 

card, but has the inscription “visitor's identity” in English and “huwiyyat zaʾir“ in 

Arabic, centred on the front. Like the muqim card, the visitor card also serves as 

an ID for the holder in Saudi Arabia. The information given on the card is a bit 

different from what is given on the muqim cards, but like the muqim cards, it 

includes name and date of birth. The card is described in detail in the report 

referred to above (i.e.: Landinfo 2020, p. 25). The card must be renewed every six 

months, for a fee. 

In a research article in the journal Refugee Survey Quarterly, Charlotte Lysa refers 

to figures from the Saudi authorities that showed that 637,000 Syrians were 

staying in the country as visitors in 2018, but that this had dropped to 220,000 in 

2022 (Lysa 2022, p. 24). The figure of 220 000 was confirmed in a meeting in 

February 2022 with the governmental Saudi aid organisation KS Relief, which 

funds the visitor scheme, . In the same meeting, Landinfo was told that the figure 

was 300,000 in 2019, and  that in 2022, the programme included around 560,000 

Yemenis (Al-Shammari 2022). 

These figures illustrate two important points: several hundred thousand Syrians 

and Yemenis have, at one point, been issued visitor cards. Even so, the number of 

Syrians and Yemenis who fall under the visitor programme constitute a minority 

of the total number of Syrians and Yemenis who have legal residence in Saudi 

Arabia, because so many live and work in the country under the ordinary 

regulations for foreign nationals (to give an example, this is said to include up to a 

million Syrians) (Al-Shammari 2022). In other words: the vast majority of Syrians 

and Yemenis in the country have residency under the same regulations as other 

foreign nationals, and carry muqim cards rather than visitor cards. 

Landinfo has not found information indicating whether errors in names and date 

of birth are as widespread on visitor cards as on muqim cards, but KS Relief 

confirmed in a meeting with Landinfo that the visitor cards, like the muqim cards, 

are issued by the Ministry of the Interior (Al-Shammari 2022). In other words, it 

seems likely that the process and the actors involved are the same for both cards. 

Landinfo has not found  information as to whether visitor cards, like muqim cards, 

must be handed in if the holder leaves Saudi Arabia. In this regard, it is important 

to note that the card provides the holder access to work and certain public services 

in the country, and that the card acts as a valid ID for the holder in the same way 

as the muqim card. In other words, carrying such a card would be quite valuable 

to many, which in turn provides Saudi authorities clear incentives to follow the 

same practice for both types of cards, i.e. that visitor cards also are 

confiscated/must be handed in upon departure. 
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Driver’s licenses 

UK authorities state that visiting foreign nationals in Saudi Arabia are able to 

drive using a driver’s license issued from their home country for up to 90 days 

(UK Government 2021). This is confirmed by the US authorities’ travel advice, 

which also emphasise that a foreign driver’s license only allows the holder to 

drive a rental car (U.S. Department of State 2019). The car rental company Sixt, 

however, writes on their website that this only applies to people who have a 

driver's license issued in the US, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, an EU country, 

another GCC country or people who carry an international driver’s license (Sixt 

n.d.). 

Foreign nationals living in Saudi Arabia who wish to drive following their first 90 

days in the country, and/or own a car, must obtain a Saudi Arabian driver’s 

license (U.S. Department of State 2019; UK Government 2021). To be able to 

obtain a Saudi Arabian driver’s license, a person must be at least 18 years old 

(General department of Traffic n.d.; Riyadh Traffic Department n.d.). If a person 

already has a valid driver’s license from one of the countries mentioned above, or 

an international driver’s license, they can apply directly for a Saudi Arabian 

driver’s license to be issued based on their existing license (Expat.com 2022; 

KFUPM n.d.b; UK Government 2021). 

If they do not have a driver’s license, they must complete training and take the 

necessary tests in Saudi Arabia (Expat.com 2022; KFUPM n.d.b). Women have 

been allowed to drive in Saudi Arabia since 2018 (O’Grady 2018). 

Available information on the validity period of driver’s licenses in Saudi Arabia is 

conflicting, and it seems that the validity period may vary. A local source in 

Riyadh informed Landinfo in February 2022 that the validity period of a driver’s 

licenses may be one, two or five years (Source 4-D 2022). King Fahd University 

of Petroleum and Minerals writes on its website, under ‘information for 

employees’, that a driver’s license may be valid fo two, five or ten years, and that 

the fees to be paid are SAR (Saudi Riyals) 80, 200 and 400, respectively (KFUPM 

n.d.b). This is in line with the information provided in the Absher user guide, 

where it is stated that the applicable fee is SAR 40 “per year” (Absher 2022, p. 

36). The website Expat.com also writes that a driver’s license in the country has a 

validity period of 10 years (Expat.com 2022). An expired driver’s license can be 

renewed in Absher (Absher 2022, p. 36; Source 4-D 2022). 

Two versions of a driver’s license are available through the reference database 

DISCS (DISCS n.d.).3 

 
3 What appears to be the most recent of these is the size of a credit card, and has a pale/white 

background. In the top left corner, it is written “Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Ministry of Interior”, 

with the same text in Arabic written in the top right corner. In the middle, it is written “rukhsat 
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In addition to a driver’s license, anyone driving in Saudi Arabia must also carry 

registration papers/permits for the vehicle, at all times when driving. If a person 

does not have these papers when stopped by the police, they will be fined 

(Expat.com 2022; U.S. Department of State 2019; UK Government 2021). 

In April 2021, Saudi Arabian authorities launched a digital version of the driver’s 

license available in Absher, as well as in the “Tawakkalna” app (see description 

below) (Arab News 2021; Saudi Gazette 2021). 

A local source informed Landinfo in February 2022 that foreign citizens 

sometimes have to hand in their driver’s license when leaving Saudi Arabia on a 

final exit visa, but did not provide any further information as to when this would 

be the case (Source 4-C 2022). Landinfo has not found any further information as 

to whether foreign citizens have to hand in their driver’s license when leaving the 

country permanently. Still, it is clear that a person cannot have a vehicle 

registered in their name when leaving the country on a final exit visa (Landinfo 

2020, p. 14), and, as follows, will not be able to be in possession of (valid) 

registration papers after having left the country. 

 
siyyaqa [Driver’s license] Driving license” placed in a square with a black border. Beneath this is 

what appears to be the owner’s name as well as a subsequent field, but these are redacted. This is 

in turn followed by: 

– Number (in Arabic and English) 

– Date of Birth (in Arabic and English) 

– Expiration date (in Arabic and English) 

– Date of issue (Arabic only) 

– Blood type (Arabic only) 

– Type (“private” for individuals, Arabic only) 

– Restrictions (Arabic only) 

– Citizenship 

– Barcode 

Photo of the holder is placed to the left of these fields. On the back, it is written “Public 

Security/Traffic Dept.” in the top left corner, and the same in Arabic in the top right corner. In the 

middle, “Driver’s license” is written in English and Arabic, followed by a list of the classes for 

which the card is valid, as well as restrictions. The logo of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) is 

placed to the left, presumably because the driver’s license is valid in all GCC countries. This is 

followed by a barcode and a number at the bottom. 
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Digital ID documents through Absher and Tawakkalna 

Absher 

The Absher platform was originally launched in 2005, but only in recent years has 

it evolved into the very comprehensive portal it is today (Al-Ahmadi 2022). 

Absher is available both online and as a mobile app, of which there are two: 

Absher Business, for businesses, and Absher Individual. The latter is by far the 

most popular in terms of how many times it has been downloaded (Google Play 

n.d.a-b), and is the one individuals use, and the one referred to in the following. 

The mobile app is presented as follows on Google Play (Google Play n.d.a). 

Absher is the official individuals eServices Mobile Application that provide 

the services of Absher portal in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

With Absher, which is available in both Arabic and English, you will be 

able to perform many services for individuals in KSA whether they are 

citizens or residents. 

In a meeting with the Saudi Ministry of the Interior in February 2022, Landinfo 

was told that more than 330 different services, covering more than 80 different 

public departments and agencies, are available through the platform (Al-Ahmadi 

2022). Several sources  expressed that “everything” is done through Absher 

(Source 4-D 2022; Rashoudi 2022). 

According to Absher’s “Service Guide” of January 2022, users of the platform 

can apply for issuance or renewal of passports (for Saudi citizens), apply to renew 

residence permits (for sponsors), apply for and issue exit and re-entry visas and 

final exit visas, renew one’s driver’s license and registration papers,  register 

vehicles, pay traffic fines, and much more (Absher 2022). 

Users also have a “digital wallet” in Absher, which contains the digital versions of 

the muqim card, as well as the driver’s licens and the registration papers referred 

to above. Landinfo was informed in a meeting with the Ministry of the Interior in 

Riyadh in February 2022, that digital IDs are considered to have the same status 

and validity as physical IDs (Al-Ahmadi 2022). Landinfo has not, however, found 

exhaustive information as to which ID documents are available through the 

platform. 

Landinfo was informed by a local source in Riyadh that a foreign national can 

find a summary listing all their trips out of and in to Saudi Arabia in Absher. How 

far back in time this extends is unclear, but Landinfo saw an example that covered 

a period extending back to the late 2000s (Source 4-D 2022). 
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In a meeting with the Ministry of the Interior, Landinfo was told that it is possible 

to order printouts of certain important documents from Absher, which will then be 

delivered through the mail (Al-Ahmadi 2022). A local source also stated that a 

person can obtain printouts of exit and re-entry visas as well as final exit visas, but 

that this is redundant, given that  only the digital visas are used (Source 4-D 

2022). Whether this refers to ordering printouts, or printing the visas directly from 

the platform itself is unclear, and by extension, whether it is possible to print out 

anything from the platform at all. It was demonstrated for Landinfo that it is not 

possible to take screenshots in the mobile app. 

Foreign nationals in Saudi Arabia log on to Absher using their iqama number 

(which is written on the muqim card), a password, and a one-time autogenerated 

code sent by SMS. The code is sent to the phone number registered with the 

person’s iqama number (Source 4-D 2022). 

Thus, all information concerning a foreign national is linked together, with the 

iqama number as the central element. As described in the report referred to above, 

a person cannot set up a bank account, start a mobile subscription, or the like, 

unless they have a valid iqama number (Landinfo 2020, p. 9-10). By extension, 

Landinfo was informed by a local source that if a person does not have a valid 

residence permit, for instance due to not beeing able to pay obligatory fees, aid 

person will lose access to a number of services, including their bank account 

(Source 4-D 2022). 

Landinfo has not found clear and unambiguous information as to whether a person 

may continue to have access to Absher after having left Saudi Arabia on a final 

exit visa. It seems clear, however, that a a valid residence permit is necessary in 

order to log on to the platform, given that one must enter one’s iqama number, 

and given that access to services is lost if one does not have a valid residence 

permit. 

This last point implies that a person will lose access to their Saudi Arabian phone 

number after having left the country on a final exit visa, although it is not clear 

whether it is possible to change the phone number registered on the platform 

before leaving the country. Still, this would hardly make a difference, given that a 

person no longer holds a valid residence permit when leaving the country on a 

final exit visa. 

Still, according to what Landinfo has been told, the final exit visa is issued 

digitally through Absher, and as follows, a person is dependent on having access 

to the app when leaving the country. Thus,  if one loses access to Absher when 

leaving the country on a final exit visa, it is reasonable to assume that this does 

not happen immediately, or at the very least not until after clearing the border 

control upon departure. 
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It does not seem, however, that the information stored about a person by Saudi 

authorities is deleted following that person’s departure from the country (on a 

final exit visa). An article in the English-language Saudi newspaper Saudi 

Gazette, from August 2022, describes how a foreign national who has previously 

left Saudi Arabia on a final exit visa and then returned with a new sponsor and 

new iqama number, applied for a license registered under their old iqama number 

to regain its validity (Saudi Gazette 2022): 

The Muroor’s [traffick authority] confirmation came in response to a 

resident’s query after he enquired about the possibility of transferring the 

old driving license information to his new Iqama number, after he had left 

Saudi Arabia on a final exit visa and then came back with new Iqama and a 

valid driving license. 

The wording of the article is ambigious, but it seems clear that the old driver’s 

license data is stored, linked to the person’s (old) iqama number and name, and 

that it is possible to link this to the same person’s new iqama number when 

returning to the country. 

Furthermore, Landinfo was informed in a meeting with the Ministry of the 

Interior that as of February 2022, more than 25 million digital IDs were stored in 

Absher (Al-Ahmadi 2022). Saudi Arabia’s population, however, amounts to more 

than 35 million people (Thorbjørnsrud & Nordenson 2022, p. 29), meaning that a 

significant portion of the population does not have a digital ID through Absher. 

In this context, it is worth noting that, according to Saudi authorities, youth under 

the age of 15, both Saudi citizens and foreign nationals, accounted for more than 

8.2 million of the country’s inhabitants in 2018 (General Authority for Statistics 

2018). Landinfo has not found any information that state whether the portion that 

does not have digital IDs also includes foreign nationals. 

Tawakkalna 

When digital driver’s licenses were launched in Saudi Arabia, the authorities 

stated that these would be available in Absher, and in the smart phone application 

Tawakkalna (Saudi Gazette 2021). There are two applications called Tawakkalna, 

one of which is the official app for tracking the spread of covid infections, 

whereas the other offers access to various services for Saudi Arabian citizens and 

foreign nationals residing in the country (Google Play 2022a, b). The latter 

applicaton is the one that seems to be relevant in this context. 

According to the description published on Google Play, Tawakkalna Services is 

an application that (Google Play 2022b): 
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(…) aims to provide a distinctive experience through a set of services that 

cover various aspects of life such as education, health, religious and public 

services. Beneficiaries: Saudi citizens, residents, Gulf individuals, and 

visitors. 

It is unclear what this rather vague description entails in practice, but the 

application includes a digital wallet where digital IDs can be stored, as is the case 

with Absher. Landinfo has not found any information to indicate whether this 

includes, for instance, muqim cards, nor which other services the application 

provides. During interviews in Riyadh in February 2022, all sources consistently 

referred to Absher rather than Tawakkalna when discussing the digital services 

discussed in this response. 

The application was developed by Saudi Arabia’s “National Information Center”, 

which also developed Absher (Google Play 2022b, n.d.a). 

Departure on an exit and re-entry visa 

If a foreign national with a residence permit in Saudi Arabia is to travel out of the 

country, they must apply for an exit visa. If it is a shorter trip and they, crucially, 

intend to return to Saudi Arabia, for instance in connection with a holiday, they 

must apply for what is called an exit and re-entry visa. The relevant conditions 

and procedures for such visas are described in detail in the report referred to 

above (Landinfo 2020, p. 12-14). 

Saudi authorities introduced certain changes to this system in March 2021, that 

were part of a long-announced labour reform initiative (Rashoudi 2022). Different 

sources, however, have given Landinfo conflicting information as to what these 

changes entail. 

In a meeting with the Ministry of Human Resources and Social Development 

(formerly the Ministry of Labour) in Riyadh in February 2022, Landinfo was 

informed that employees now may apply for exit and re-entry visas, , as well as 

for a final exit visa, themselves. Previously, this had to be done by the employer. 

Furthermore, employees can now freely change employers, something that 

previously required permission from the current employer. At the same time, 

Landinfo was informed that it is only possible to change employer after having 

worked for at least 12 months, and in line with a one’s current contract. Similarly, 

Landinfo was informed that the employer is still involved in the exit visa process, 

although it was not clear what this involvement entailed (Rashoudi 2022). 

In a meeting with the International Labour Organization (ILO), Landinfo was told 

that “in practice Saudi Arabia has abolished” the exit visa, in the sense that the 
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employee now only has to notify the employer, and no longer is dependent on 

obatining their permission (Cholewinski 2022). 

Three local sources, however, told Landinfo that while employees now can apply 

for both an exit and re-entry visa and a final exit visa, the employer’s approval 

must still be obtained (Source 4-A 2022; Source 4-C 2022; Source 4-E 2022). 

This was confirmed by a diplomatic source (Source 2-B 2022). A local source 

also noted that the employer has a 25-day deadline to process the application from 

the employee (Source 4-E 2022). 

Saudi authorities stated that the changes do not include employees in the public 

sector, nor people working in private homes (usually referred to as the “domestic 

sector”) (Rashoudi 2022). 

Employees apply for an exit and re-entry visa through Absher, and the visa is 

issued digitally and is available through Absher (Source 4-A 2022; Source 4-C 

2022; Source 4-D 2022; Rashoudi 2022).  Previously,  visas were stamped in the 

passport. Landinfo has not been able to establish when the change from physical 

to digital visas took place. One source indicated that it happened approximately 

ten years ago, but emphasised that they were unsure of the exact time (Source 4-D 

2022). Two local sources informed Landinfo that exit and re-entry visas can be 

printed through Absher, but pointed out that this is not something people do, as 

there is no need to do so (Source 4-A 2022; Source 4-D 2022). It is unclear 

whether the sources referred to ordering printouts (as described above), or printing 

directly from the website. 

Information provided on a Saudi Arabian government website indicates that  a 

visa can be stamped in the passport if this is requested, as described above. This 

contradicts what all sources Landinfo interviewed on the topic stated in February 

2022, and the government website in question is not dated. Available information, 

then, seems to clearly indicate that, at the very least, visas are normally issued 

only digitally. Still,  Landinfo cannot exclude the possibility of getting a visa 

stamped in the passport, if this is requested. 

If adult, foreign nationals are amongst those who do not have a digital ID (as 

discussed above),  an alternative and non-digital solution for issuing exit visas 

will have to be available.It seems reasonable to assume that this solution will 

involve a stamp in the person’s passport. 

As described above, Saudi authorities state that the employer must ensure that the 

employee hands in their muqim card before leaving the country on an exit and re-

entry visa. It is worth noting that the government website is not dated. Landinfo 

has not found information to indicate whether a driver’s license must be handed in 

upon departure on such a visa. 
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On the other hand, it seems clear that a foreign citizen will retain access to Absher 

when temporarily leaving the country; they will need access to Absher when 

returning, and, crucially, their residence permit and thus their iqama number will 

remain valid when abroad (provided their leave is in line with visa conditions). 

Furthermore, it is also possible to apply to change the duration of the trip from 

abroad (Source 4-A 2022; Landinfo 2020, p. 13), which presumably requires 

having access to Absher. 

Departure on a final exit visa 

Foreign nationals who are leaving Saudi Arabia “for good”, i.e. who, at least for 

the time being, have finished their work in the country, must apply for a final exit 

visa. The visa is valid for two months after being issued, and during this period, 

the holder must finalise all matters in the country, which means closing bank 

accounts, settling debts, and so on. The process is described in detail in the report 

referred to above (Landinfo 2020, p. 14-15), and is also included in the changes 

introduced in March 2021. A person who leaves Saudi Arabia on a final exit visa 

can return to Saudi Arabia at a later date, but only with a new sponsor and a new 

residence permit (and a new iqama number). 

As with the exit and re-entry visas, final exit visas are now only issued digitally, 

and applications are submitted through Absher (Source 4-A 2022; Source 4-D 

2022; Rashoudi 2022). Two local sources informed Landinfo that exit and re-

entry visas can be printed through Absher, but pointed out that this is not 

something people do, as there is no need to do so  (Source 4-A 2022; Source 4-D 

2022).  

It is unclear whether the sources referred to ordering printouts (as described 

above), or printing directly from the website. 

Information provided on a Saudi Arabian government website indicates that  a 

visa can be stamped in the passport if this is requested, as described above. 

(Ministry of the Interior n.d.a). This contradicts what all sources Landinfo 

interviewed on the topic stated in February 2022, and the government website in 

question is not dated. Available information, then, seems to clearly indicate that, 

at the very least, visas are normally issued only digitally. Still,  Landinfo cannot 

exclude the possibility of getting a visa stamped in the passport, if this is 

requested. 

If adult, foreign nationals are amongst those who do not have a digital ID (as 

discussed above),  an alternative and non-digital solution for issuing exit visas 

will have to be available.It seems reasonable to assume that this solution will 

involve a stamp in the person’s passport. 
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Upon final departure from Saudi Arabia, the muqim card must be handed in to the 

authorities, at the latest at the airport (Indian Embassy in Riyadh n.d.; Ministry of 

the Interior n.d.b; KFUPM n.d.a). As referred to above, Landinfo was told by one 

source thatforeign citizens sometimes are asked to hand in their driver’s license 

when leaving Saudi Arabia (Source 4-C 2022). Landinfo has not found any 

further information confirming whether this is the case, or  under which 

circumstances it would apply. What is clear, however, is that one cannot be 

registered as the owner of a car in the country when leaving, and thus cannot carry 

(valid) registration papers. 

Landinfo has not found definitive information as to whether one has access to 

one’s own Absher account, and thus also the digital wallet, after departing Saudi 

Arabia on a final exit visa. That being said, logging on to Absher requires having 

a valid iqama number, and a person will not have this after leaving the country (on 

such a visa). At the same time, anyone leaving will presumably need to be able to 

present the digital final exit visa when travelling, which in turn is available 

through Absher. This may indicate that foreign citizens do indeed loose access as 

a result of not having a residence permit, but that this does not happen 

immediately, or not until it is registered in the system that the person in question 

has left the country. 

Summary: ID documents while staying in Saudi Arabia, 

and after departure from Saudi Arabia 

In summary, this means that foreign nationals with legal residence in Saudi 

Arabia will carry the following ID documents when they are in the country: 

• Muqim card, physical and digital. 

• Valid passport: the one originally used to enter the country will have an 

entry visa. There are, however, some exceptions, as described above. 

• Digital exit and re-entry visa, if a person has temporarily left the country. 

As described above, Landinfo cannot exclude the possibility that the exit 

and re-entry visa can be stamped in the passport. All sources interviewed 

about the subject in Riyadh in February 2022, however, said that such 

visas are now only issued digitally. 

• Driver’s license and registration papers, physical and digital, if the 

person in question drives a car. 

After (temporary) departure on an exit and re-entry visa, available information 

indicates that access to the various ID documents is as follows: 

• The physical muqim card is handed in. 
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• The person in question has access to their own Absher account, and as 

follows, the digital wallet. Through Absher, they will also have access to 

digital exit and re-entry visas. 

• As described above, Landinfo cannot exclude the possibility that the exit 

and re-entry visa can be stamped in the passport. All sources interviewed 

about the subject in Riyadh in February 2022, however, said that such 

visas are now only issued digitally. 

• It is not clear whether one is asked to hand in the physical driver’s 

license, as well as the physical registration papers. I either case, a foreign 

citizen driving a car in Saudi Arabia will need access to these documents 

after having returned to the country. 

• Foreign citizens must have a valid passport. Given that many foreign 

citizens have been living and working in Saudi Arabia for decades, this 

will not necessarily be the passport that contains the original entry visa. 

Landinfo has not found any information indicating that  a new entry visa 

is issued/stamped in the passport when a someone gets their passport 

renewed. That being said, Landinfo has not found information that 

explicitly states the opposite either. 

After departure on a final exit visa, available information indicates that access to 

the various ID documents is as follows: 

• The physical muqim card is handed in. 

• One source indicates that one’s driver’s license may have to be handed 

in, but Landinfo has not found any other sources that confirm this, or 

clarify the circumstances under which this would be the case. 

• A foreign citizen can no longer be the owner of a car in Saudi Arabia 

after departing on a final exit visa, and thus cannot carry (valid) 

registration papers. 

•  It is likely that the person in question will lose access to their own 

Absher account, and by extension the digital wallet, but it is not clear 

exactly when this will happen. 

• As described above, Landinfo cannot exclude the possibility that the final 

exit visa can be stamped in the passport. All sources interviewed about 

the subject in Riyadh in February 2022, however, said that such visas are 

now only issued digitally. 

Foreign citizens must have a valid passport. Given that many foreign citizens have 

been living and working in Saudi Arabia for decades, this will not necessarily be 

the passport that contains the original entry visa. Landinfo has not found any 

information indicating that  a new entry visa is issued/stamped in the passport 

when a someone gets their passport renewed. That being said, Landinfo has not 

found information that explicitly states the opposite either. 
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About Landinfo’s Query responses 

The Norwegian Country of Origin Information Centre, Landinfo, is an independent body within the 

Norwegian Immigration Authorities. Landinfo provides country of origin information (COI) to the 

Norwegian Directorate of Immigration (Utlendingsdirektoratet – UDI), the Immigration Appeals Board 

(Utlendingsnemnda – UNE) and the Norwegian Ministry of Justice and Public Security. 

Query responses produced by Landinfo are based on information from carefully selected sources. The 

information is researched and evaluated in accordance with common methodology for processing of COI 

and Landinfo’s internal guidelines on source and information analysis. 

Responses provide brief answers to queries from the Directorate or Appeal’s Board. They are written 

within time constraints and do not provide exhaustive overviews of topics or themes. 

Country of origin information presented in Landinfo’s Query responses does not contain policy 

recommendations nor does it reflect official Norwegian views. 

References 

Written sources 

Absher (2022, January). Service Guide Version No. 17 January 2022. The article is no longer 

available online [downloaded 27 November 2022]. 

Ajeer (n.d.). تصاريح أجير [Permits from Ajeer]. Riyadh. Available from  

https://ajeer.qiwa.sa/about_notices [downloaded 1 December 2022]. 

Ajeer (n.d.a). 'An 'Ajir [About Ajir.]. Riyadh: Ajeer. Available from https://ajeer.com.sa/faq 

[downloaded 1 December 2022]. 

Ajeer (n.d.b). al-As'ila al-sha'ila 'an khidmat al-za'irin [Frequently asked questions about the 

visitor system.]. Riyadh: Ajeer. Available from https://visitors.ajeer.com.sa/faqs [downloaded 1 

December 2022]. 

Arab News (2021, 17 April). Digital driving license service launched in Saudi Arabia. Arab News. 

Available from https://arab.news/jfzh3 [downloaded 27 November 2022]. 

The Saudi Arabian Passport Directorate, @AljawazatKSA (2017, 21 December). Ahlan bika, raqm 

al- hudud yakunu [...] [No problem, the border number is [...]]. Twitter. Available from  

https://twitter.com/AljawazatKSA/status/943878092858318848 [downloaded 16 October 

2020]. 

DISCS, i.e. Document Information System for Civil Status (n.d.). Saudi Arabia - Civil Documents 

- Identity - Driving Licence. Zwolle: Immigratie- en Naturalisatiedienst (IND). [Electronic 

subscription service, downloaded 14 December 2022]. 

Expat.com (2022, 23 February). Driving in Saudi Arabia - Guide. Port Louis: Expat.com. 

Available from https://www.expat.com/en/guide/middle-east/saudi-arabia/11765-driving-in-  

saudi-arabia.html [downloaded 27 November 2022]. 

General Authority for Statistics, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (2018). Population by Gender, Age 

Groups and Nationality (Saudi/Non-Saudi). Riyadh: General Authority for Statistics. Available 

from https://www.stats.gov.sa/en/5680 [downloaded 5 December 2022]. 

https://landinfo.no/en/methodology/
https://www.landinfo.no/asset/3135/1/3135_1.pdf
https://ajeer.qiwa.sa/about_notices
https://ajeer.com.sa/faq
https://ajeer.com.sa/faq
https://visitors.ajeer.com.sa/faqs
https://arab.news/jfzh3
https://twitter.com/AljawazatKSA/status/943878092858318848
https://www.expat.com/en/guide/middle-east/saudi-arabia/11765-driving-in-saudi-arabia.html
https://www.expat.com/en/guide/middle-east/saudi-arabia/11765-driving-in-saudi-arabia.html
https://www.expat.com/en/guide/middle-east/saudi-arabia/11765-driving-in-saudi-arabia.html
https://www.stats.gov.sa/en/5680


 

Query response Saudi Arabia: ID documents for foreign nationals 

LANDINFO – 16 DECEMBER 2022 – 20 

 

General department of Traffic, Ministry of Interior (n.d.). رخص القيادة [Driver’s license]. Riyadh: 

Ministry of Interior. Available from  

https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/Home/sectors/publicsecurity/traffic/contents/!ut/p/z0/fY4x  

D4IwEEb_CkvnO7G6k0AQGQxxELuYSy3ksB5SK_HnS4yz2_eSl5cPDLRghGbuKfIo5Bc-  

m-  

0FK613K53WZd5sMGvq4lDl6xQLhCMF2IP5Ly0VHqbJZGDsKNG9I7QxUNexVfgbCQWF

d2JRGFz_8t8HT4XXwDNLn3i2TqyDx608fQCpIkM-/ [downloaded 27 November 2022]. 

Google Play (2022a, 8 June). Tawakkalna (Covid-19 KSA). Mountain View: Google. Available 

from https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=sa.gov.nic.tawakkalna&hl=en&gl=US 

[downloaded 2 December 2022]. 

Google Play (2022b, 21 November). Tawakkalna Services. Mountain View: Google. Available 

from   https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=sa.gov.nic.twkhayat&hl=en&gl=US    

[downloaded 2 December 2022]. 

Google Play (n.d.a). Absher. Mountain View: Google. Available from  

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=sa.gov.moi&hl=en_US&gl=US. 

Google Play (n.d.b). Absher Business. Mountain View: Google. Available from  

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=sa.absher.business&hl=en&gl=US [downloaded 

1 December 2022]. 

Government of Saudi Arabia, Unified National Plattform (2021a, 26 October). Renewing 

Residence Permit (Iqama). Riyadh: Digital Government Authority. Available from  

https://www.my.gov.sa/wps/portal/snp/servicesDirectory/servicedetails/14590 [downloaded 25 

April 2022]. 

Government of Saudi Arabia, Unified National Plattform (2021b, 23 June). Renewing Residence 

Permit (Iqama) - Companies. Riyadh: Digital Government Authority. Available from  

https://www.my.gov.sa/wps/portal/snp/servicesDirectory/servicedetails/14785 [downloaded 25 

April 2022]. 

Indian Embassy in Riyadh (n.d.). Employment in Saudi Arabia – FAQs. Riyadh: Indian Embassy. 

Available from https://www.eoiriyadh.gov.in/page/going-tosad/ [downloaded 7 September 

2020]. 

Ministry of the Interior, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (n.d.a). Alien Visas. Riyadh: Ministry of the 

Interior, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Available from  

https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rZJNc4IwEIb_ih48OllIKnDMdCzY6nSqpUouTIC  

AaSH4EaX99wanPSrt2JyyM---u8_uIoZWiCl-  

lAXXsla8NHHERjFMCAksYj89YzoGOnqYenMPrIkFaHkW3Ps0IM4UwJ36dzChQTj3XjAG  

ihH7TT5ceBS68t8QQyxVeqPXKKpq2ctkw9UA2u-6rkQvrZUWSg-  

gjQawE8WhPNOdNTEvpVC9o9zzfZyJnB9KHQvVmm5SmaHISYgQFgDJSJJgz-  

OJzfM8EZmTcheP3B-Ayx2y63wLU-  

2xi9KsQb5vt4wa1pbnU6PV_8EuW9wrDczsb8G1NXdxRmZOzsUSgbmEoxQNClW9q8zhLf

6  

wgqDT3b7BvcPausF6U4Vh5eKvob8cfszd5jVfF1U8Gze03z8B7gmDag!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0  

FBIS9nQSEh/ [downloaded 23 November 2022]. 

https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/Home/sectors/publicsecurity/traffic/contents/!ut/p/z0/fY4xD4IwEEb_CkvnO7G6k0AQGQxxELuYSy3ksB5SK_HnS4yz2_eSl5cPDLRghGbuKfIo5Bc-m-0FK613K53WZd5sMGvq4lDl6xQLhCMF2IP5Ly0VHqbJZGDsKNG9I7QxUNexVfgbCQWFd2JRGFz_8t8HT4XXwDNLn3i2TqyDx608fQCpIkM-/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/Home/sectors/publicsecurity/traffic/contents/!ut/p/z0/fY4xD4IwEEb_CkvnO7G6k0AQGQxxELuYSy3ksB5SK_HnS4yz2_eSl5cPDLRghGbuKfIo5Bc-m-0FK613K53WZd5sMGvq4lDl6xQLhCMF2IP5Ly0VHqbJZGDsKNG9I7QxUNexVfgbCQWFd2JRGFz_8t8HT4XXwDNLn3i2TqyDx608fQCpIkM-/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/Home/sectors/publicsecurity/traffic/contents/!ut/p/z0/fY4xD4IwEEb_CkvnO7G6k0AQGQxxELuYSy3ksB5SK_HnS4yz2_eSl5cPDLRghGbuKfIo5Bc-m-0FK613K53WZd5sMGvq4lDl6xQLhCMF2IP5Ly0VHqbJZGDsKNG9I7QxUNexVfgbCQWFd2JRGFz_8t8HT4XXwDNLn3i2TqyDx608fQCpIkM-/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/Home/sectors/publicsecurity/traffic/contents/!ut/p/z0/fY4xD4IwEEb_CkvnO7G6k0AQGQxxELuYSy3ksB5SK_HnS4yz2_eSl5cPDLRghGbuKfIo5Bc-m-0FK613K53WZd5sMGvq4lDl6xQLhCMF2IP5Ly0VHqbJZGDsKNG9I7QxUNexVfgbCQWFd2JRGFz_8t8HT4XXwDNLn3i2TqyDx608fQCpIkM-/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/Home/sectors/publicsecurity/traffic/contents/!ut/p/z0/fY4xD4IwEEb_CkvnO7G6k0AQGQxxELuYSy3ksB5SK_HnS4yz2_eSl5cPDLRghGbuKfIo5Bc-m-0FK613K53WZd5sMGvq4lDl6xQLhCMF2IP5Ly0VHqbJZGDsKNG9I7QxUNexVfgbCQWFd2JRGFz_8t8HT4XXwDNLn3i2TqyDx608fQCpIkM-/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/Home/sectors/publicsecurity/traffic/contents/!ut/p/z0/fY4xD4IwEEb_CkvnO7G6k0AQGQxxELuYSy3ksB5SK_HnS4yz2_eSl5cPDLRghGbuKfIo5Bc-m-0FK613K53WZd5sMGvq4lDl6xQLhCMF2IP5Ly0VHqbJZGDsKNG9I7QxUNexVfgbCQWFd2JRGFz_8t8HT4XXwDNLn3i2TqyDx608fQCpIkM-/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/Home/sectors/publicsecurity/traffic/contents/!ut/p/z0/fY4xD4IwEEb_CkvnO7G6k0AQGQxxELuYSy3ksB5SK_HnS4yz2_eSl5cPDLRghGbuKfIo5Bc-m-0FK613K53WZd5sMGvq4lDl6xQLhCMF2IP5Ly0VHqbJZGDsKNG9I7QxUNexVfgbCQWFd2JRGFz_8t8HT4XXwDNLn3i2TqyDx608fQCpIkM-/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/Home/sectors/publicsecurity/traffic/contents/!ut/p/z0/fY4xD4IwEEb_CkvnO7G6k0AQGQxxELuYSy3ksB5SK_HnS4yz2_eSl5cPDLRghGbuKfIo5Bc-m-0FK613K53WZd5sMGvq4lDl6xQLhCMF2IP5Ly0VHqbJZGDsKNG9I7QxUNexVfgbCQWFd2JRGFz_8t8HT4XXwDNLn3i2TqyDx608fQCpIkM-/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=sa.gov.nic.tawakkalna&amp;hl=en&amp;gl=US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=sa.gov.nic.tawakkalna&amp;hl=en&amp;gl=US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=sa.gov.nic.twkhayat&amp;hl=en&amp;gl=US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=sa.gov.nic.twkhayat&amp;hl=en&amp;gl=US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=sa.gov.moi&amp;hl=en_US&amp;gl=US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=sa.absher.business&amp;hl=en&amp;gl=US
https://www.my.gov.sa/wps/portal/snp/servicesDirectory/servicedetails/14590
https://www.my.gov.sa/wps/portal/snp/servicesDirectory/servicedetails/14785
https://www.eoiriyadh.gov.in/page/going-tosad/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rZJNc4IwEIb_ih48OllIKnDMdCzY6nSqpUouTICAaSH4EaX99wanPSrt2JyyM---u8_uIoZWiCl-lAXXsla8NHHERjFMCAksYj89YzoGOnqYenMPrIkFaHkW3Ps0IM4UwJ36dzChQTj3XjAGihH7TT5ceBS68t8QQyxVeqPXKKpq2ctkw9UA2u-6rkQvrZUWSg-gjQawE8WhPNOdNTEvpVC9o9zzfZyJnB9KHQvVmm5SmaHISYgQFgDJSJJgz-OJzfM8EZmTcheP3B-Ayx2y63wLU-2xi9KsQb5vt4wa1pbnU6PV_8EuW9wrDczsb8G1NXdxRmZOzsUSgbmEoxQNClW9q8zhLf6wgqDT3b7BvcPausF6U4Vh5eKvob8cfszd5jVfF1U8Gze03z8B7gmDag!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rZJNc4IwEIb_ih48OllIKnDMdCzY6nSqpUouTICAaSH4EaX99wanPSrt2JyyM---u8_uIoZWiCl-lAXXsla8NHHERjFMCAksYj89YzoGOnqYenMPrIkFaHkW3Ps0IM4UwJ36dzChQTj3XjAGihH7TT5ceBS68t8QQyxVeqPXKKpq2ctkw9UA2u-6rkQvrZUWSg-gjQawE8WhPNOdNTEvpVC9o9zzfZyJnB9KHQvVmm5SmaHISYgQFgDJSJJgz-OJzfM8EZmTcheP3B-Ayx2y63wLU-2xi9KsQb5vt4wa1pbnU6PV_8EuW9wrDczsb8G1NXdxRmZOzsUSgbmEoxQNClW9q8zhLf6wgqDT3b7BvcPausF6U4Vh5eKvob8cfszd5jVfF1U8Gze03z8B7gmDag!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rZJNc4IwEIb_ih48OllIKnDMdCzY6nSqpUouTICAaSH4EaX99wanPSrt2JyyM---u8_uIoZWiCl-lAXXsla8NHHERjFMCAksYj89YzoGOnqYenMPrIkFaHkW3Ps0IM4UwJ36dzChQTj3XjAGihH7TT5ceBS68t8QQyxVeqPXKKpq2ctkw9UA2u-6rkQvrZUWSg-gjQawE8WhPNOdNTEvpVC9o9zzfZyJnB9KHQvVmm5SmaHISYgQFgDJSJJgz-OJzfM8EZmTcheP3B-Ayx2y63wLU-2xi9KsQb5vt4wa1pbnU6PV_8EuW9wrDczsb8G1NXdxRmZOzsUSgbmEoxQNClW9q8zhLf6wgqDT3b7BvcPausF6U4Vh5eKvob8cfszd5jVfF1U8Gze03z8B7gmDag!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rZJNc4IwEIb_ih48OllIKnDMdCzY6nSqpUouTICAaSH4EaX99wanPSrt2JyyM---u8_uIoZWiCl-lAXXsla8NHHERjFMCAksYj89YzoGOnqYenMPrIkFaHkW3Ps0IM4UwJ36dzChQTj3XjAGihH7TT5ceBS68t8QQyxVeqPXKKpq2ctkw9UA2u-6rkQvrZUWSg-gjQawE8WhPNOdNTEvpVC9o9zzfZyJnB9KHQvVmm5SmaHISYgQFgDJSJJgz-OJzfM8EZmTcheP3B-Ayx2y63wLU-2xi9KsQb5vt4wa1pbnU6PV_8EuW9wrDczsb8G1NXdxRmZOzsUSgbmEoxQNClW9q8zhLf6wgqDT3b7BvcPausF6U4Vh5eKvob8cfszd5jVfF1U8Gze03z8B7gmDag!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rZJNc4IwEIb_ih48OllIKnDMdCzY6nSqpUouTICAaSH4EaX99wanPSrt2JyyM---u8_uIoZWiCl-lAXXsla8NHHERjFMCAksYj89YzoGOnqYenMPrIkFaHkW3Ps0IM4UwJ36dzChQTj3XjAGihH7TT5ceBS68t8QQyxVeqPXKKpq2ctkw9UA2u-6rkQvrZUWSg-gjQawE8WhPNOdNTEvpVC9o9zzfZyJnB9KHQvVmm5SmaHISYgQFgDJSJJgz-OJzfM8EZmTcheP3B-Ayx2y63wLU-2xi9KsQb5vt4wa1pbnU6PV_8EuW9wrDczsb8G1NXdxRmZOzsUSgbmEoxQNClW9q8zhLf6wgqDT3b7BvcPausF6U4Vh5eKvob8cfszd5jVfF1U8Gze03z8B7gmDag!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rZJNc4IwEIb_ih48OllIKnDMdCzY6nSqpUouTICAaSH4EaX99wanPSrt2JyyM---u8_uIoZWiCl-lAXXsla8NHHERjFMCAksYj89YzoGOnqYenMPrIkFaHkW3Ps0IM4UwJ36dzChQTj3XjAGihH7TT5ceBS68t8QQyxVeqPXKKpq2ctkw9UA2u-6rkQvrZUWSg-gjQawE8WhPNOdNTEvpVC9o9zzfZyJnB9KHQvVmm5SmaHISYgQFgDJSJJgz-OJzfM8EZmTcheP3B-Ayx2y63wLU-2xi9KsQb5vt4wa1pbnU6PV_8EuW9wrDczsb8G1NXdxRmZOzsUSgbmEoxQNClW9q8zhLf6wgqDT3b7BvcPausF6U4Vh5eKvob8cfszd5jVfF1U8Gze03z8B7gmDag!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rZJNc4IwEIb_ih48OllIKnDMdCzY6nSqpUouTICAaSH4EaX99wanPSrt2JyyM---u8_uIoZWiCl-lAXXsla8NHHERjFMCAksYj89YzoGOnqYenMPrIkFaHkW3Ps0IM4UwJ36dzChQTj3XjAGihH7TT5ceBS68t8QQyxVeqPXKKpq2ctkw9UA2u-6rkQvrZUWSg-gjQawE8WhPNOdNTEvpVC9o9zzfZyJnB9KHQvVmm5SmaHISYgQFgDJSJJgz-OJzfM8EZmTcheP3B-Ayx2y63wLU-2xi9KsQb5vt4wa1pbnU6PV_8EuW9wrDczsb8G1NXdxRmZOzsUSgbmEoxQNClW9q8zhLf6wgqDT3b7BvcPausF6U4Vh5eKvob8cfszd5jVfF1U8Gze03z8B7gmDag!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rZJNc4IwEIb_ih48OllIKnDMdCzY6nSqpUouTICAaSH4EaX99wanPSrt2JyyM---u8_uIoZWiCl-lAXXsla8NHHERjFMCAksYj89YzoGOnqYenMPrIkFaHkW3Ps0IM4UwJ36dzChQTj3XjAGihH7TT5ceBS68t8QQyxVeqPXKKpq2ctkw9UA2u-6rkQvrZUWSg-gjQawE8WhPNOdNTEvpVC9o9zzfZyJnB9KHQvVmm5SmaHISYgQFgDJSJJgz-OJzfM8EZmTcheP3B-Ayx2y63wLU-2xi9KsQb5vt4wa1pbnU6PV_8EuW9wrDczsb8G1NXdxRmZOzsUSgbmEoxQNClW9q8zhLf6wgqDT3b7BvcPausF6U4Vh5eKvob8cfszd5jVfF1U8Gze03z8B7gmDag!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rZJNc4IwEIb_ih48OllIKnDMdCzY6nSqpUouTICAaSH4EaX99wanPSrt2JyyM---u8_uIoZWiCl-lAXXsla8NHHERjFMCAksYj89YzoGOnqYenMPrIkFaHkW3Ps0IM4UwJ36dzChQTj3XjAGihH7TT5ceBS68t8QQyxVeqPXKKpq2ctkw9UA2u-6rkQvrZUWSg-gjQawE8WhPNOdNTEvpVC9o9zzfZyJnB9KHQvVmm5SmaHISYgQFgDJSJJgz-OJzfM8EZmTcheP3B-Ayx2y63wLU-2xi9KsQb5vt4wa1pbnU6PV_8EuW9wrDczsb8G1NXdxRmZOzsUSgbmEoxQNClW9q8zhLf6wgqDT3b7BvcPausF6U4Vh5eKvob8cfszd5jVfF1U8Gze03z8B7gmDag!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rZJNc4IwEIb_ih48OllIKnDMdCzY6nSqpUouTICAaSH4EaX99wanPSrt2JyyM---u8_uIoZWiCl-lAXXsla8NHHERjFMCAksYj89YzoGOnqYenMPrIkFaHkW3Ps0IM4UwJ36dzChQTj3XjAGihH7TT5ceBS68t8QQyxVeqPXKKpq2ctkw9UA2u-6rkQvrZUWSg-gjQawE8WhPNOdNTEvpVC9o9zzfZyJnB9KHQvVmm5SmaHISYgQFgDJSJJgz-OJzfM8EZmTcheP3B-Ayx2y63wLU-2xi9KsQb5vt4wa1pbnU6PV_8EuW9wrDczsb8G1NXdxRmZOzsUSgbmEoxQNClW9q8zhLf6wgqDT3b7BvcPausF6U4Vh5eKvob8cfszd5jVfF1U8Gze03z8B7gmDag!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rZJNc4IwEIb_ih48OllIKnDMdCzY6nSqpUouTICAaSH4EaX99wanPSrt2JyyM---u8_uIoZWiCl-lAXXsla8NHHERjFMCAksYj89YzoGOnqYenMPrIkFaHkW3Ps0IM4UwJ36dzChQTj3XjAGihH7TT5ceBS68t8QQyxVeqPXKKpq2ctkw9UA2u-6rkQvrZUWSg-gjQawE8WhPNOdNTEvpVC9o9zzfZyJnB9KHQvVmm5SmaHISYgQFgDJSJJgz-OJzfM8EZmTcheP3B-Ayx2y63wLU-2xi9KsQb5vt4wa1pbnU6PV_8EuW9wrDczsb8G1NXdxRmZOzsUSgbmEoxQNClW9q8zhLf6wgqDT3b7BvcPausF6U4Vh5eKvob8cfszd5jVfF1U8Gze03z8B7gmDag!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rZJNc4IwEIb_ih48OllIKnDMdCzY6nSqpUouTICAaSH4EaX99wanPSrt2JyyM---u8_uIoZWiCl-lAXXsla8NHHERjFMCAksYj89YzoGOnqYenMPrIkFaHkW3Ps0IM4UwJ36dzChQTj3XjAGihH7TT5ceBS68t8QQyxVeqPXKKpq2ctkw9UA2u-6rkQvrZUWSg-gjQawE8WhPNOdNTEvpVC9o9zzfZyJnB9KHQvVmm5SmaHISYgQFgDJSJJgz-OJzfM8EZmTcheP3B-Ayx2y63wLU-2xi9KsQb5vt4wa1pbnU6PV_8EuW9wrDczsb8G1NXdxRmZOzsUSgbmEoxQNClW9q8zhLf6wgqDT3b7BvcPausF6U4Vh5eKvob8cfszd5jVfF1U8Gze03z8B7gmDag!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rZJNc4IwEIb_ih48OllIKnDMdCzY6nSqpUouTICAaSH4EaX99wanPSrt2JyyM---u8_uIoZWiCl-lAXXsla8NHHERjFMCAksYj89YzoGOnqYenMPrIkFaHkW3Ps0IM4UwJ36dzChQTj3XjAGihH7TT5ceBS68t8QQyxVeqPXKKpq2ctkw9UA2u-6rkQvrZUWSg-gjQawE8WhPNOdNTEvpVC9o9zzfZyJnB9KHQvVmm5SmaHISYgQFgDJSJJgz-OJzfM8EZmTcheP3B-Ayx2y63wLU-2xi9KsQb5vt4wa1pbnU6PV_8EuW9wrDczsb8G1NXdxRmZOzsUSgbmEoxQNClW9q8zhLf6wgqDT3b7BvcPausF6U4Vh5eKvob8cfszd5jVfF1U8Gze03z8B7gmDag!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rZJNc4IwEIb_ih48OllIKnDMdCzY6nSqpUouTICAaSH4EaX99wanPSrt2JyyM---u8_uIoZWiCl-lAXXsla8NHHERjFMCAksYj89YzoGOnqYenMPrIkFaHkW3Ps0IM4UwJ36dzChQTj3XjAGihH7TT5ceBS68t8QQyxVeqPXKKpq2ctkw9UA2u-6rkQvrZUWSg-gjQawE8WhPNOdNTEvpVC9o9zzfZyJnB9KHQvVmm5SmaHISYgQFgDJSJJgz-OJzfM8EZmTcheP3B-Ayx2y63wLU-2xi9KsQb5vt4wa1pbnU6PV_8EuW9wrDczsb8G1NXdxRmZOzsUSgbmEoxQNClW9q8zhLf6wgqDT3b7BvcPausF6U4Vh5eKvob8cfszd5jVfF1U8Gze03z8B7gmDag!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rZJNc4IwEIb_ih48OllIKnDMdCzY6nSqpUouTICAaSH4EaX99wanPSrt2JyyM---u8_uIoZWiCl-lAXXsla8NHHERjFMCAksYj89YzoGOnqYenMPrIkFaHkW3Ps0IM4UwJ36dzChQTj3XjAGihH7TT5ceBS68t8QQyxVeqPXKKpq2ctkw9UA2u-6rkQvrZUWSg-gjQawE8WhPNOdNTEvpVC9o9zzfZyJnB9KHQvVmm5SmaHISYgQFgDJSJJgz-OJzfM8EZmTcheP3B-Ayx2y63wLU-2xi9KsQb5vt4wa1pbnU6PV_8EuW9wrDczsb8G1NXdxRmZOzsUSgbmEoxQNClW9q8zhLf6wgqDT3b7BvcPausF6U4Vh5eKvob8cfszd5jVfF1U8Gze03z8B7gmDag!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rZJNc4IwEIb_ih48OllIKnDMdCzY6nSqpUouTICAaSH4EaX99wanPSrt2JyyM---u8_uIoZWiCl-lAXXsla8NHHERjFMCAksYj89YzoGOnqYenMPrIkFaHkW3Ps0IM4UwJ36dzChQTj3XjAGihH7TT5ceBS68t8QQyxVeqPXKKpq2ctkw9UA2u-6rkQvrZUWSg-gjQawE8WhPNOdNTEvpVC9o9zzfZyJnB9KHQvVmm5SmaHISYgQFgDJSJJgz-OJzfM8EZmTcheP3B-Ayx2y63wLU-2xi9KsQb5vt4wa1pbnU6PV_8EuW9wrDczsb8G1NXdxRmZOzsUSgbmEoxQNClW9q8zhLf6wgqDT3b7BvcPausF6U4Vh5eKvob8cfszd5jVfF1U8Gze03z8B7gmDag!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rZJNc4IwEIb_ih48OllIKnDMdCzY6nSqpUouTICAaSH4EaX99wanPSrt2JyyM---u8_uIoZWiCl-lAXXsla8NHHERjFMCAksYj89YzoGOnqYenMPrIkFaHkW3Ps0IM4UwJ36dzChQTj3XjAGihH7TT5ceBS68t8QQyxVeqPXKKpq2ctkw9UA2u-6rkQvrZUWSg-gjQawE8WhPNOdNTEvpVC9o9zzfZyJnB9KHQvVmm5SmaHISYgQFgDJSJJgz-OJzfM8EZmTcheP3B-Ayx2y63wLU-2xi9KsQb5vt4wa1pbnU6PV_8EuW9wrDczsb8G1NXdxRmZOzsUSgbmEoxQNClW9q8zhLf6wgqDT3b7BvcPausF6U4Vh5eKvob8cfszd5jVfF1U8Gze03z8B7gmDag!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/rZJNc4IwEIb_ih48OllIKnDMdCzY6nSqpUouTICAaSH4EaX99wanPSrt2JyyM---u8_uIoZWiCl-lAXXsla8NHHERjFMCAksYj89YzoGOnqYenMPrIkFaHkW3Ps0IM4UwJ36dzChQTj3XjAGihH7TT5ceBS68t8QQyxVeqPXKKpq2ctkw9UA2u-6rkQvrZUWSg-gjQawE8WhPNOdNTEvpVC9o9zzfZyJnB9KHQvVmm5SmaHISYgQFgDJSJJgz-OJzfM8EZmTcheP3B-Ayx2y63wLU-2xi9KsQb5vt4wa1pbnU6PV_8EuW9wrDczsb8G1NXdxRmZOzsUSgbmEoxQNClW9q8zhLf6wgqDT3b7BvcPausF6U4Vh5eKvob8cfszd5jVfF1U8Gze03z8B7gmDag!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/


 

Query response Saudi Arabia: ID documents for foreign nationals 

LANDINFO – 16 DECEMBER 2022 – 21 

 

Ministry of the Interior, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (n.d.b). رخصة اإلقامة [Residence permit]. Riyadh: 

Ministry of the Interior, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Available from  

https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/jVDLDoJADPwVPHBucfHBcWNUUIxRQ8S9kI  

1UXQOL4vr6e5F4Fe2pk8600wEBMQgtb2ovjSq0zCq8Ed0EA9f1Hbc9nTM-  

RN4dhd7SQydwENY1YTDmvtsLEfvhuIMB96Olt2AMOQPxjx6_FMc_9d8Jonn9ijRMfh2pU

l  

DH81lwENtCG3oYiPNCWam6S23juz0UOVn1UBsb38jGkvbXrE6y5iQlXVRKekvWicpcmS  

SlnbxmJqk8rEE0upi1P4SmqH89e8qjKL4_Gaqg9QLYlGCj/dz/d5/L0lHSkovd0RNQUprQUV  

nQSEhLzROVkUvYXI!/ [downloaded 24 November 2022]. 

IRB, i.e. Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada (2017, 14 November). Palestine and Saudi 

Arabia: Residence status of stateless Palestinians, including access to employment, education, 

health care and other services, and the ability to travel in and out of the country; requirements 

and procedures to renew residence status, including whether stateless Palestinians whose 

permits have expired face deportation and detention. Ottawa: IRB. Available from  

https://www.refworld.org/docid/5afadfd94.html [downloaded 23 October 2020]. 

KFUPM, King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals (n.d.a). Issuance of Final Exit visa. 

Dhahran: KFUPM. Available from http://www.kfupm.edu.sa/deanships/fpa/docs/1-Procedure-  

Issuance%20of%20Final%20Exit%20visa.pdf [downloaded 1 December 2022]. 

KFUPM, King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals (n.d.b). Issuance of private driving 

license. Dhahran: KFUPM. Available from http://www.kfupm.edu.sa/deanships/fpa/docs/1-  

Procedure-%20Issuance%20of%20private%20driving%20license.pdf [downloaded 27 

November 2022]. 

Landinfo (2020, 19 November). Saudi Arabia: Residence, work and entry and exit for foreign 

nationals (including Yemenis, Syrians and Palestinians) Oslo: Landinfo. Available from  

https://landinfo.no/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Temanotat-Saudi-Arabia-Opphold-arbeid-og-  

inn-og-utreise-for-utenlandske-borgere-19112020.pdf [downloaded 26 February 2021]. 

Lysa, Charlotte (2022). Governing Refugees in Saudi Arabia (1948–2022). Refugee Survey 

Quarterly, 1-28. Available from https://academic.oup.com/rsq/advance-  

article/doi/10.1093/rsq/hdac027/6820992 [downloaded 25 November 2022]. 

O'Grady, Siobhán (2018, 5 June). Ten women just got Saudi driver’s licenses. Women who 

campaigned to drive are still in prison. The Washington Post. Available from  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2018/06/05/ten-women-just-got-saudi-  

drivers-licenses-women-who-campaigned-to-drive-are-still-in-prison/ [downloaded 27 

November 2022]. 

Riyadh Traffic Department, Ministry of Interior (n.d.). Driving License (Saudis - Non-Saudis). 

Riyadh: Ministry of Interior. Available from  

https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/Home/sectors/publicsecurity/traffic/trafficriyadh/contents/!  

ut/p/z0/fYxBC4IwGED_yi6DOsi3RKSreCjzkiRku8SY076yb7qp1L9PqHO39-  

DxQEIFktSMrRrRkuoWv8j4KrIo2m-iMN-  

VaSSSIj0WeVaGYhvDyRAcQP6Plgveh0EmILWl0bxGqEanmgY1Fz9gDt-  

qvnHxVEhc9M5qU0_OeC5qhzNSyzrUhrxhK6-mGj0LGFkKvrKG_rE7fwCX8AZx/       

[downloaded 27 November 2022]. 

Saudi Gazette (2021, 16 April). Electronic driving license on 'Absher Individuals' and 

'Tawakkalna' apps launched. Saudi Gazette. Available from  

http://saudigazette.com.sa/article/605655 [downloaded 27 November 2022]. 

https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/jVDLDoJADPwVPHBucfHBcWNUUIxRQ8S9kI1UXQOL4vr6e5F4Fe2pk8600wEBMQgtb2ovjSq0zCq8Ed0EA9f1Hbc9nTM-RN4dhd7SQydwENY1YTDmvtsLEfvhuIMB96Olt2AMOQPxjx6_FMc_9d8Jonn9ijRMfh2pUlDH81lwENtCG3oYiPNCWam6S23juz0UOVn1UBsb38jGkvbXrE6y5iQlXVRKekvWicpcmSSlnbxmJqk8rEE0upi1P4SmqH89e8qjKL4_Gaqg9QLYlGCj/dz/d5/L0lHSkovd0RNQUprQUVnQSEhLzROVkUvYXI!/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/jVDLDoJADPwVPHBucfHBcWNUUIxRQ8S9kI1UXQOL4vr6e5F4Fe2pk8600wEBMQgtb2ovjSq0zCq8Ed0EA9f1Hbc9nTM-RN4dhd7SQydwENY1YTDmvtsLEfvhuIMB96Olt2AMOQPxjx6_FMc_9d8Jonn9ijRMfh2pUlDH81lwENtCG3oYiPNCWam6S23juz0UOVn1UBsb38jGkvbXrE6y5iQlXVRKekvWicpcmSSlnbxmJqk8rEE0upi1P4SmqH89e8qjKL4_Gaqg9QLYlGCj/dz/d5/L0lHSkovd0RNQUprQUVnQSEhLzROVkUvYXI!/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/jVDLDoJADPwVPHBucfHBcWNUUIxRQ8S9kI1UXQOL4vr6e5F4Fe2pk8600wEBMQgtb2ovjSq0zCq8Ed0EA9f1Hbc9nTM-RN4dhd7SQydwENY1YTDmvtsLEfvhuIMB96Olt2AMOQPxjx6_FMc_9d8Jonn9ijRMfh2pUlDH81lwENtCG3oYiPNCWam6S23juz0UOVn1UBsb38jGkvbXrE6y5iQlXVRKekvWicpcmSSlnbxmJqk8rEE0upi1P4SmqH89e8qjKL4_Gaqg9QLYlGCj/dz/d5/L0lHSkovd0RNQUprQUVnQSEhLzROVkUvYXI!/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/jVDLDoJADPwVPHBucfHBcWNUUIxRQ8S9kI1UXQOL4vr6e5F4Fe2pk8600wEBMQgtb2ovjSq0zCq8Ed0EA9f1Hbc9nTM-RN4dhd7SQydwENY1YTDmvtsLEfvhuIMB96Olt2AMOQPxjx6_FMc_9d8Jonn9ijRMfh2pUlDH81lwENtCG3oYiPNCWam6S23juz0UOVn1UBsb38jGkvbXrE6y5iQlXVRKekvWicpcmSSlnbxmJqk8rEE0upi1P4SmqH89e8qjKL4_Gaqg9QLYlGCj/dz/d5/L0lHSkovd0RNQUprQUVnQSEhLzROVkUvYXI!/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/jVDLDoJADPwVPHBucfHBcWNUUIxRQ8S9kI1UXQOL4vr6e5F4Fe2pk8600wEBMQgtb2ovjSq0zCq8Ed0EA9f1Hbc9nTM-RN4dhd7SQydwENY1YTDmvtsLEfvhuIMB96Olt2AMOQPxjx6_FMc_9d8Jonn9ijRMfh2pUlDH81lwENtCG3oYiPNCWam6S23juz0UOVn1UBsb38jGkvbXrE6y5iQlXVRKekvWicpcmSSlnbxmJqk8rEE0upi1P4SmqH89e8qjKL4_Gaqg9QLYlGCj/dz/d5/L0lHSkovd0RNQUprQUVnQSEhLzROVkUvYXI!/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/jVDLDoJADPwVPHBucfHBcWNUUIxRQ8S9kI1UXQOL4vr6e5F4Fe2pk8600wEBMQgtb2ovjSq0zCq8Ed0EA9f1Hbc9nTM-RN4dhd7SQydwENY1YTDmvtsLEfvhuIMB96Olt2AMOQPxjx6_FMc_9d8Jonn9ijRMfh2pUlDH81lwENtCG3oYiPNCWam6S23juz0UOVn1UBsb38jGkvbXrE6y5iQlXVRKekvWicpcmSSlnbxmJqk8rEE0upi1P4SmqH89e8qjKL4_Gaqg9QLYlGCj/dz/d5/L0lHSkovd0RNQUprQUVnQSEhLzROVkUvYXI!/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/jVDLDoJADPwVPHBucfHBcWNUUIxRQ8S9kI1UXQOL4vr6e5F4Fe2pk8600wEBMQgtb2ovjSq0zCq8Ed0EA9f1Hbc9nTM-RN4dhd7SQydwENY1YTDmvtsLEfvhuIMB96Olt2AMOQPxjx6_FMc_9d8Jonn9ijRMfh2pUlDH81lwENtCG3oYiPNCWam6S23juz0UOVn1UBsb38jGkvbXrE6y5iQlXVRKekvWicpcmSSlnbxmJqk8rEE0upi1P4SmqH89e8qjKL4_Gaqg9QLYlGCj/dz/d5/L0lHSkovd0RNQUprQUVnQSEhLzROVkUvYXI!/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/jVDLDoJADPwVPHBucfHBcWNUUIxRQ8S9kI1UXQOL4vr6e5F4Fe2pk8600wEBMQgtb2ovjSq0zCq8Ed0EA9f1Hbc9nTM-RN4dhd7SQydwENY1YTDmvtsLEfvhuIMB96Olt2AMOQPxjx6_FMc_9d8Jonn9ijRMfh2pUlDH81lwENtCG3oYiPNCWam6S23juz0UOVn1UBsb38jGkvbXrE6y5iQlXVRKekvWicpcmSSlnbxmJqk8rEE0upi1P4SmqH89e8qjKL4_Gaqg9QLYlGCj/dz/d5/L0lHSkovd0RNQUprQUVnQSEhLzROVkUvYXI!/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/jVDLDoJADPwVPHBucfHBcWNUUIxRQ8S9kI1UXQOL4vr6e5F4Fe2pk8600wEBMQgtb2ovjSq0zCq8Ed0EA9f1Hbc9nTM-RN4dhd7SQydwENY1YTDmvtsLEfvhuIMB96Olt2AMOQPxjx6_FMc_9d8Jonn9ijRMfh2pUlDH81lwENtCG3oYiPNCWam6S23juz0UOVn1UBsb38jGkvbXrE6y5iQlXVRKekvWicpcmSSlnbxmJqk8rEE0upi1P4SmqH89e8qjKL4_Gaqg9QLYlGCj/dz/d5/L0lHSkovd0RNQUprQUVnQSEhLzROVkUvYXI!/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/jVDLDoJADPwVPHBucfHBcWNUUIxRQ8S9kI1UXQOL4vr6e5F4Fe2pk8600wEBMQgtb2ovjSq0zCq8Ed0EA9f1Hbc9nTM-RN4dhd7SQydwENY1YTDmvtsLEfvhuIMB96Olt2AMOQPxjx6_FMc_9d8Jonn9ijRMfh2pUlDH81lwENtCG3oYiPNCWam6S23juz0UOVn1UBsb38jGkvbXrE6y5iQlXVRKekvWicpcmSSlnbxmJqk8rEE0upi1P4SmqH89e8qjKL4_Gaqg9QLYlGCj/dz/d5/L0lHSkovd0RNQUprQUVnQSEhLzROVkUvYXI!/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/jVDLDoJADPwVPHBucfHBcWNUUIxRQ8S9kI1UXQOL4vr6e5F4Fe2pk8600wEBMQgtb2ovjSq0zCq8Ed0EA9f1Hbc9nTM-RN4dhd7SQydwENY1YTDmvtsLEfvhuIMB96Olt2AMOQPxjx6_FMc_9d8Jonn9ijRMfh2pUlDH81lwENtCG3oYiPNCWam6S23juz0UOVn1UBsb38jGkvbXrE6y5iQlXVRKekvWicpcmSSlnbxmJqk8rEE0upi1P4SmqH89e8qjKL4_Gaqg9QLYlGCj/dz/d5/L0lHSkovd0RNQUprQUVnQSEhLzROVkUvYXI!/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/!ut/p/z1/jVDLDoJADPwVPHBucfHBcWNUUIxRQ8S9kI1UXQOL4vr6e5F4Fe2pk8600wEBMQgtb2ovjSq0zCq8Ed0EA9f1Hbc9nTM-RN4dhd7SQydwENY1YTDmvtsLEfvhuIMB96Olt2AMOQPxjx6_FMc_9d8Jonn9ijRMfh2pUlDH81lwENtCG3oYiPNCWam6S23juz0UOVn1UBsb38jGkvbXrE6y5iQlXVRKekvWicpcmSSlnbxmJqk8rEE0upi1P4SmqH89e8qjKL4_Gaqg9QLYlGCj/dz/d5/L0lHSkovd0RNQUprQUVnQSEhLzROVkUvYXI!/
https://www.refworld.org/docid/5afadfd94.html
http://www.kfupm.edu.sa/deanships/fpa/docs/1-Procedure-Issuance%20of%20Final%20Exit%20visa.pdf
http://www.kfupm.edu.sa/deanships/fpa/docs/1-Procedure-Issuance%20of%20Final%20Exit%20visa.pdf
http://www.kfupm.edu.sa/deanships/fpa/docs/1-Procedure-Issuance%20of%20Final%20Exit%20visa.pdf
http://www.kfupm.edu.sa/deanships/fpa/docs/1-Procedure-%20Issuance%20of%20private%20driving%20license.pdf
http://www.kfupm.edu.sa/deanships/fpa/docs/1-Procedure-%20Issuance%20of%20private%20driving%20license.pdf
http://www.kfupm.edu.sa/deanships/fpa/docs/1-Procedure-%20Issuance%20of%20private%20driving%20license.pdf
https://landinfo.no/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Temanotat-Saudi-Arabia-Opphold-arbeid-og-inn-og-utreise-for-utenlandske-borgere-19112020.pdf
https://landinfo.no/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Temanotat-Saudi-Arabia-Opphold-arbeid-og-inn-og-utreise-for-utenlandske-borgere-19112020.pdf
https://landinfo.no/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Temanotat-Saudi-Arabia-Opphold-arbeid-og-inn-og-utreise-for-utenlandske-borgere-19112020.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/rsq/advance-article/doi/10.1093/rsq/hdac027/6820992
https://academic.oup.com/rsq/advance-article/doi/10.1093/rsq/hdac027/6820992
https://academic.oup.com/rsq/advance-article/doi/10.1093/rsq/hdac027/6820992
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2018/06/05/ten-women-just-got-saudi-drivers-licenses-women-who-campaigned-to-drive-are-still-in-prison/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2018/06/05/ten-women-just-got-saudi-drivers-licenses-women-who-campaigned-to-drive-are-still-in-prison/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2018/06/05/ten-women-just-got-saudi-drivers-licenses-women-who-campaigned-to-drive-are-still-in-prison/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/Home/sectors/publicsecurity/traffic/trafficriyadh/contents/!ut/p/z0/fYxBC4IwGED_yi6DOsi3RKSreCjzkiRku8SY076yb7qp1L9PqHO39-DxQEIFktSMrRrRkuoWv8j4KrIo2m-iMN-VaSSSIj0WeVaGYhvDyRAcQP6Plgveh0EmILWl0bxGqEanmgY1Fz9gDt-qvnHxVEhc9M5qU0_OeC5qhzNSyzrUhrxhK6-mGj0LGFkKvrKG_rE7fwCX8AZx/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/Home/sectors/publicsecurity/traffic/trafficriyadh/contents/!ut/p/z0/fYxBC4IwGED_yi6DOsi3RKSreCjzkiRku8SY076yb7qp1L9PqHO39-DxQEIFktSMrRrRkuoWv8j4KrIo2m-iMN-VaSSSIj0WeVaGYhvDyRAcQP6Plgveh0EmILWl0bxGqEanmgY1Fz9gDt-qvnHxVEhc9M5qU0_OeC5qhzNSyzrUhrxhK6-mGj0LGFkKvrKG_rE7fwCX8AZx/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/Home/sectors/publicsecurity/traffic/trafficriyadh/contents/!ut/p/z0/fYxBC4IwGED_yi6DOsi3RKSreCjzkiRku8SY076yb7qp1L9PqHO39-DxQEIFktSMrRrRkuoWv8j4KrIo2m-iMN-VaSSSIj0WeVaGYhvDyRAcQP6Plgveh0EmILWl0bxGqEanmgY1Fz9gDt-qvnHxVEhc9M5qU0_OeC5qhzNSyzrUhrxhK6-mGj0LGFkKvrKG_rE7fwCX8AZx/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/Home/sectors/publicsecurity/traffic/trafficriyadh/contents/!ut/p/z0/fYxBC4IwGED_yi6DOsi3RKSreCjzkiRku8SY076yb7qp1L9PqHO39-DxQEIFktSMrRrRkuoWv8j4KrIo2m-iMN-VaSSSIj0WeVaGYhvDyRAcQP6Plgveh0EmILWl0bxGqEanmgY1Fz9gDt-qvnHxVEhc9M5qU0_OeC5qhzNSyzrUhrxhK6-mGj0LGFkKvrKG_rE7fwCX8AZx/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/Home/sectors/publicsecurity/traffic/trafficriyadh/contents/!ut/p/z0/fYxBC4IwGED_yi6DOsi3RKSreCjzkiRku8SY076yb7qp1L9PqHO39-DxQEIFktSMrRrRkuoWv8j4KrIo2m-iMN-VaSSSIj0WeVaGYhvDyRAcQP6Plgveh0EmILWl0bxGqEanmgY1Fz9gDt-qvnHxVEhc9M5qU0_OeC5qhzNSyzrUhrxhK6-mGj0LGFkKvrKG_rE7fwCX8AZx/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/Home/sectors/publicsecurity/traffic/trafficriyadh/contents/!ut/p/z0/fYxBC4IwGED_yi6DOsi3RKSreCjzkiRku8SY076yb7qp1L9PqHO39-DxQEIFktSMrRrRkuoWv8j4KrIo2m-iMN-VaSSSIj0WeVaGYhvDyRAcQP6Plgveh0EmILWl0bxGqEanmgY1Fz9gDt-qvnHxVEhc9M5qU0_OeC5qhzNSyzrUhrxhK6-mGj0LGFkKvrKG_rE7fwCX8AZx/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/Home/sectors/publicsecurity/traffic/trafficriyadh/contents/!ut/p/z0/fYxBC4IwGED_yi6DOsi3RKSreCjzkiRku8SY076yb7qp1L9PqHO39-DxQEIFktSMrRrRkuoWv8j4KrIo2m-iMN-VaSSSIj0WeVaGYhvDyRAcQP6Plgveh0EmILWl0bxGqEanmgY1Fz9gDt-qvnHxVEhc9M5qU0_OeC5qhzNSyzrUhrxhK6-mGj0LGFkKvrKG_rE7fwCX8AZx/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/Home/sectors/publicsecurity/traffic/trafficriyadh/contents/!ut/p/z0/fYxBC4IwGED_yi6DOsi3RKSreCjzkiRku8SY076yb7qp1L9PqHO39-DxQEIFktSMrRrRkuoWv8j4KrIo2m-iMN-VaSSSIj0WeVaGYhvDyRAcQP6Plgveh0EmILWl0bxGqEanmgY1Fz9gDt-qvnHxVEhc9M5qU0_OeC5qhzNSyzrUhrxhK6-mGj0LGFkKvrKG_rE7fwCX8AZx/
https://www.moi.gov.sa/wps/portal/Home/sectors/publicsecurity/traffic/trafficriyadh/contents/!ut/p/z0/fYxBC4IwGED_yi6DOsi3RKSreCjzkiRku8SY076yb7qp1L9PqHO39-DxQEIFktSMrRrRkuoWv8j4KrIo2m-iMN-VaSSSIj0WeVaGYhvDyRAcQP6Plgveh0EmILWl0bxGqEanmgY1Fz9gDt-qvnHxVEhc9M5qU0_OeC5qhzNSyzrUhrxhK6-mGj0LGFkKvrKG_rE7fwCX8AZx/
http://saudigazette.com.sa/article/605655


 

Query response Saudi Arabia: ID documents for foreign nationals 

LANDINFO – 16 DECEMBER 2022 – 22 

 

Saudi Gazette (2022, 24 August). Residents returning to KSA with new visa can replace license 

with new Iqama number. Saudi Gazette. Available from  

http://saudigazette.com.sa/article/624244/SAUDI-ARABIA/Residents-returning-to-KSA-with-  

new-visa-can-replace-license-with-new-Iqama-number [downloaded 27 November 2022]. 

Sixt (n.d.). Country-specific rental information on Sixt rental cars. Pullach: Sixt. Available from  

https://www.sixt.global/php/terms/view?liso=SA&rtar=000&view=EPP&tlang=en_GB&style

=  typo3 [downloaded 27 November 2022]. 

Thales (n.d.). Saudi Arabia builds a safer future with biometric borders. Paris: Thales. Available 

from https://www.thalesgroup.com/en/markets/digital-identity-and-  

security/government/customer-cases/biometric-borders-saudi-arabia [downloaded 22 

November 2022]. 

Thorbjørnsrud, Berit & Nordenson, Jon (Red.) (2022). Globale Veikryss. Golfmonarkiene i 

endring [Global crossroads. Gulf monarchies in flux]. Oslo: Cappelen Damm Akademisk. 

U.S. Department of State (2019, 1 May). Saudi Arabia International Travel Information. 

Washington D.C.: U.S. Department of State. Available from  

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-  

Information-Pages/SaudiArabia.html [downloaded 18 May 2022]. 

UK Government (2021, 6 September). Living in Saudi Arabia. London: UK Government. 

Available from https://www.gov.uk/guidance/living-in-saudi-arabia#driving-in-saudi-arabia 

[downloaded 27 November 2022]. 

Oral sources 

Al-Ahmadi, Ghada (2022). Director of Human Rights, Ministry of the Interior, Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia. 16 February. 

Al-Shammari, Yahya (2022). Director of Partnerships and International Relations KSrelief. 

Interview in Riyadh, 14 February. 

Al-Tamimi, Sarah (2022). Deputy President for International Cooperation, Vice-Chair of the 

National Committee to combat human trafficking. Interview in Riyadh, 16 February. 

Cholewinski, Ryszard (2022). Senior Migration Specialist ILO. Interview in Riyadh, 17 February. 

Source 2-A (2022). Anonymous diplomatic source. Interview in Riyadh, 15 February. 

Source 2-B (2022). Anonymous diplomatic source. Interview in Riyadh, 16 February. 

Source 3-A (2022). Anonymous academic source. Interview in Riyadh, 14 February. 

Source 4-A (2022). Anonymous local source. Interview in Riyadh, 16 February. 

Source 4-C (2022). Anonymous local source. Interview in Riyadh, 14 February. 

Source 4-D (2022). Anonymous local source. Interview in Riyadh, 14 February. 

Source 4-E (2022). Anonymous local source. 13 February. 

 

http://saudigazette.com.sa/article/624244/SAUDI-ARABIA/Residents-returning-to-KSA-with-new-visa-can-replace-license-with-new-Iqama-number
http://saudigazette.com.sa/article/624244/SAUDI-ARABIA/Residents-returning-to-KSA-with-new-visa-can-replace-license-with-new-Iqama-number
http://saudigazette.com.sa/article/624244/SAUDI-ARABIA/Residents-returning-to-KSA-with-new-visa-can-replace-license-with-new-Iqama-number
https://www.sixt.global/php/terms/view?liso=SA&amp;rtar=000&amp;view=EPP&amp;tlang=en_GB&amp;style=typo3
https://www.sixt.global/php/terms/view?liso=SA&amp;rtar=000&amp;view=EPP&amp;tlang=en_GB&amp;style=typo3
https://www.sixt.global/php/terms/view?liso=SA&amp;rtar=000&amp;view=EPP&amp;tlang=en_GB&amp;style=typo3
https://www.thalesgroup.com/en/markets/digital-identity-and-security/government/customer-cases/biometric-borders-saudi-arabia
https://www.thalesgroup.com/en/markets/digital-identity-and-security/government/customer-cases/biometric-borders-saudi-arabia
https://www.thalesgroup.com/en/markets/digital-identity-and-security/government/customer-cases/biometric-borders-saudi-arabia
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/SaudiArabia.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/SaudiArabia.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/SaudiArabia.html
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/living-in-saudi-arabia%23driving-in-saudi-arabia


 

Query response Saudi Arabia: ID documents for foreign nationals 

LANDINFO – 16 DECEMBER 2022 – 23 

 

© Landinfo 2022 
The material in this report is covered by copyright law. Any reproduction or publication of this report or 

any extract thereof other than as permitted by current Norwegian copyright law requires the explicit 

written consent of Landinfo. 

 


